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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.
F. B. M. 1915

Since the organization of the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan in 1874, many of
the veterans, who, in early youth and vigor, came to the then: far west, have annually

met together, renewed old acquaintance, and revived the recollections of early struggles,
failures and successes, and traced back to their beginnings many of the institutions of
which the State to-day, is so justly proud. Papers are annually read at these gatherings,
which have been carefully prepared, from personal knowledge of the matters to which they
refer.

In the interest of history, and to rescue from concealment and danger of entire loss,

family treasures carefully stowed away, libraries of antiquarian lore, and the archives of
antiquarian and historical associations have been searched and examined, to bring to light
papers and matters relating to the early history of the Territory and State, and these have,
from time to time, been published in volumes, entitled, “Pioneer Collections of Michigan.”
The volume now presented is the eighth of this series, and the committee feel assured that
it will repay careful perusal and study. In some of the matters herein contained, the reader
will be carried far back of the recollection and times of any now living, where the scenes
depicted transpired.

The diary of a careful observer (who lived in Detroit during the entire period covered by the
Pontiac conspiracy, having a personal acquaintance with most of the scenes and incidents
referred to), has been procured. through the courtesy of the gentlemen who have the
custody of the papers belonging to the old Historical Society of Michigan, and it has been
translated, and is now for the first time published entire.

iv

Among the other papers obtained from the same source, the present volume contains:

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

“Father Marquette and the Early Jesuits of Michigan,” by C. I. Walker, of Detroit; “Extracts
from the original Manuscript Journal of the Rev. David Jones, A.M., Chaplain of the United
States Legion under Major-General Wayne during Indian Wars in 1794-6;” “Sources of
Our Early History,” (author's name not given);* “Account of a Plot for Obtaining the Lower
Peninsula of Michigan from the United States in 1795,” by Judge J. V. Campbell; and other
papers. All of these are of great value and importance, and we bespeak for them, as well
as for the entire contents of the volume, careful perusal and study.

* See appendix.

It will be observed that, in the more antiquated papers presented, especial care has
been taken to preserve, as closely as possible, the exact orthography, capitalization,
punctuation, etc., of the original copies.

The committee feel justified in saying that each of the eight volumes now issued contains
much of historical interest and value; and while the various subjects are necessarily
treated in an unconnected and fragmentary manner, these volumes, and those soon to
follow, will prove mines of wealth to historical and antiquarian students.

The work of the Committee of Historians has constantly grown upon their hands. New
sources of information have been discovered, and records relating to the earlier historical
events transpiring within the limits of what is now Michigan, have been found in Canada,
Wisconsin and elsewhere, and are being carefully examined, transcribed and translated,
and such portions as relate to what is now Michigan, or in any way throw light on its history
or institutions, prepared for publication in ensuing volumes.

The committee are sometimes embarrassed by the very wealth of materials at their
disposal. It is their design not to duplicate the publication of historical facts and incidents,
leading to important results, but to rescue from dust, decay and long concealment in
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monasteries and antiquarian depositories, such, and only such, as are of historical
interest, and have not heretofore been published.

The living sources of information, the hardy and venerated pioneers of v our State, are
rapidly passing away. At each annual gathering the forms and voices of venerable fathers
and mothers, seen and heard at the preceding meeting, are missed, and soon only their
children, and their children's children, will be left to enjoy and rejoice in the grand Michigan
they have builded.

In presenting this volume of the Michigan Pioneer Collections, the committee desire to
express their obligations to Mr. Rudolph Worch and Dr. F. Krusty, of Jackson, for their
faithful transcript and translation of the faded and partially defaced manuscripts of the
Pontiac conspiracy and other like papers, which required not only learning, but also the
exercise of great patience and skill. Also to Mr. W. L. Smith, of Lansing, who was engaged
to read the proof, and who has been unwearied in his efforts, devoting time and service far
beyond the requirements or expectations of the committee.

M. SHOEMAKER, Chairman , O. C. COMSTOCK, T. E. WING, M. H. GOODRICH,
HARRIET A. TENNEY, Secretary , Committee of Historians .

PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION.

The original edition having become exhausted, the officers of the Society ordered the new
supply of this volume to be printed, as the demand for it still continues. The last (1907)
legislature generously provided for the expense of printing and editing, not only of Volume
VIII but of the several others also out of print.

A comparison with the first edition will show no radical changes; nothing has been omitted
and the only additions are brief explanatory notes. These notes will be found at the back of
the book in the form of an appendix, this somewhat inconvenient plan being unavoidable,
as it was necessary to preserve the paging of the first edition. If the original paging had
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been disturbed it would have made the index to the first fifteen volumes of no use so far as
the second edition is concerned.

The work of the editor has been confined largely to verification of dates and statements of
historical facts, and to the correction of obvious blunders, but no attempt has been made
to improve Upon the rhetoric or diction of the authors, so long as the common rules of
orthography and grammar were not transgressed.

In this volume it is the “Pontiac manuscript” which stands out prominently as the most
important and interesting, not only to historians and pioneers but to all who appreciate

a simple ingenuous narrative with action and incident on every page. On account of its
importance more work was put on it by the editor so as to increase its value and interest,
but lack of time made it impossible to do the collateral research necessary to a thorough
revision. Comparisons, however, with the translation made by Prof. Louis Fasquelle

and by Parkman have led to the correction of many minor errors and to the clearing

up of several passages and references which, in the first edition, were meaningless or
ambiguous.

That there still remain many mistakes will, of course, prove true—especially in the spelling
of names, although a large number have been corrected, or an alternative spelling has
been given within brackets.

As the index of the first edition is somewhat incomplete and ill arranged, a new one has
been prepared by Mrs. M. B. Ferrey.

H. S. BARTHOLOMEW, Editor Second Edition .
State Library, July, 1907.

CONTENTS

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PIONEER SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, 1885
Address and Reports :

Page

Address of the President 1

Report of the Recording Secretary 5
Report of the Corresponding Secretary 13
Report of the Treasurer 14

Report of the Committee of Historians 15
Report of the Memorial Committee :
Allegan County 18

Berrien County 20

Clinton County 26

Eaton County 29

Genesee County 30

Ingham County 34

Jackson County 44

Kalamazoo County 46

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

Kent County 50

Lenawee County 54

Marquette County 60

Monroe County 63

Montcalm County 65

Oakland County 67

Ottawa County 68

Saginaw County 70

Shiawassee County 74

St. Joseph County 97

Van County 101

Washtenaw County 112

Wayne County 117

List of Members of the Pioneer Society 119
Papers Read at the Annual Meeting :
Meeting of the Pioneers—Poem by Wm. Lambie 120

Locating the State Capitol at Lansing—Hon. Enos Goodrich 121

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

Removal of the State Capitol from Detroit—A. L. Williams 130

Lake Superior Country—John H. Forster 136

Iron Region of Lake Superior—Peter White 145

The Story of Tonguish—Melvin D. Osband 161

Probate Judges of Lenawee County—Norman Geddes 165
Memorial of Hezekiah G. Wells—H. Fralick and 0. C. Comstock 170
Memorial of Willard L. Brooks—Albert F. Morehouse 172
Reminiscence of L. B. Price—Mrs. Frank Hagerman 173

Memoir of John Mullett John H. Forster 175 2
X

Father Winter and his Family—C. B. Stebbins 178

Early History of Woodstock—Orsamus Lamb 194

Recollections of Some of the Pioneers of Bellevue—John F. Hinman 202
Pioneer Ministers of Washtenaw County—Rev. Lorenzo Davis 214
Pioneer Life in Oceana County—Harvey Tower 224

Personal Reminiscences—Ephraim S. Williams 233

Coming to Michigan—Mrs. Richard Dye 260

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

COPIES AND TRANSLATIONS OF PAPERS IN THE POSSESSION OF THE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, AT DETROIT.

Leading Papers :

Translation of the Pontiac Manuscript 266

The Conspiracy of Pontiac—Accounts of Eye-witnesses 340
Pontiac's Incursions—Maxwell's Account 364

Letters of George Etherington and Thos. Gage 367

Father Marquette and the Early Jesuits of Michigan C. L Walker 368
Extracts from a Manuscript Journal of Rev. David Jones 392
Sources of our Early History—C. I. Walker 396

Early Farmers—L. Campau 405

Account of a Plot for Obtaining the Lower Peninsula of Michigan from the United States in
1795—J. V. Campbell 406

Date of the Detroit Settlement J. V. Campbell 412

Early Detroit—C. I. Walker 415

Journal of Peter Audrain, Esq 444

The Suffering of Soldiers in Early Days—Henry B. Brevoort 447

Miscellaneous Documents :

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

Proclamation Anent the Making use of Foreign Salt, 1672 449

Marriage Contract of Robert Navarre and Marie L'Hotemont-Barrois, 1734 450
Deed to Land at Fort Detroit 1734 454

First Employment of Indians by Whites in Warfare, 1748 457

Extract from the Register of St. Anne at Detroit-Herie, 1755 458
Commission to the King of Monguagon, 1755 459

Instructions for the Surveyor of Detroit 460

Sketch of Dr. George Christian Anthon, 1734-1815 461

Tax Receipt of Mr. Navarre to Mr. Moran, 1760 462

Tax Receipt of Major Chave to Charles Morand, 1766 462

Letters Concerning Repairs to Fort Detroit, 1766—8 462

Orders of De Peyster, Commandant at Michillimackinac, 1778 466
Letter of General Gage to Captain MacPherson, 1778 468

Rules for the Militia of Detroit,ordered by Lieut. Gov. Henry Hamilton 470
Deed to Town Lot in Fort Detroit, 1780 470

Letter from John Warren, dated Fort Erie, Nov. 22, 1780 472

Bills, Drafts and Receipts for Government Supplies at Michillimackinae, 1781-2 472

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

Letters of C. W. Butterfield to C. I. Walker, regarding Crawford's Defeat in 1782 476
Lease of House and Lot in Detroit. 1785 479

Letter to Thomas Williams, including New York Price Current, 1786 480

Receipt of T. Williams to Chas. Moran for Taxes, 1782 482

Bills of Accounts, etc., 1782—-3—-4 482

Letter, dated Quebec, Sept. 2, 1789, giving Instructions for Settlement of Lands in Canada
489

Instructions of Dorchester regarding a Site for a Town on Bols Blanc Island 490
Chattel Mortgage, 1789 492

Proceedings against Paul Bellair for Debt, 1797 493

Deed to Land on St. Clair River, 1796 494

Proclamation of Winthrop Sargent, organizing Wayne County, 1796 496

General Militia Order for Wayne County, 1796 497
Xi

Letter from John Wilkins, Quartermaster General, 1796 497
Release of Lands by Chippewa Chiefs to James May and Others, 1797 498
Agreement of James May and Others with Chippewa Chiefs, 1797 500

Sheriff's Deed to Land in Wayne County, 1797 501

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

Governmental Grant of Land to Joseph Voyer in Maidstone, Canada, 1797 502
Capias in the Case of Edward Richardson vs. Louis Vail, 1797 505

Order for Payment of Rent of Court Room in Detroit, 1798 505

Address of the Chiefs of the Chippewa Nation, 1797 506

Draft of an Act of Incorporation of the Old Town of Detroit, 1798 507

Roll of an Election held at Detroit, 1799 509

Memorial to Congress for a General Court at Detroit 511

A Speech from Jno. Askin, Jr., to his Indian Brethren 513

Deed to Land in Detroit, 1800 514

Contest of the Election of Jonathan Scheiffelin to the Territorial Legislature in 1800 517
Proceedings in the Contested Election Case of George McDougall, 1800 518
Lease to a House in Detroit, 1802 527

Letter of William Burnett to James May, dated Michillimackinae, July 31, 1801 529
Return of Taxable Property and Tax Roll of Hamtramek District, 1802 530

Lister's Return of Taxable Property of Sargent Township, 1802 536

List of Taxable Property in St. Clair Township, 1802 539

Proclamation by Governor Harrison, organizing Wayne County, 1803 540

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

General Order for the Militia of Wayne County, 1803 542

Complaint of Mathew Donovan against Richard Smyth—Ejectment 544
Orders on Treasurer of Wayne County, 1803 544

Supplies for Wayne County Court House and Jail, 1803 545

Letter of William Burnett to James May, dated St. Josephs, Jan. 20, 1804 546
Certificate of Clearance of the Sloop “Contractor,” 1805 548

Contract to use the Block House at Detroit as a Jail 548

Memorial of Elijah Brush, James May, and John Anderson to the President of the United
States, 1805 549

Statement of the Accounts of the Collector of Customs for the District of Michillimackinae,
1806 553

Proceedings of a Court Martial at Detroit, Dec. 27, 1807 554

A Letter from Governor Hull. dated June 11,1807 556

Agreement of Gov. Hull and Judge Woodward with William Brown, June 9, 1807 557
Letters of Frederick Bates to A. B. Woodward 1806—7-8 557

Letter of Edward Bates giving Sketch of Frederick Bates 563

Letter of Judge Woodward to John Griffin, dated Washington, Jan. 18, 1809 565

Letter of Governor Hull to Judge Witherell, Feb. 25, 1809 566

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

Governor Hull's Address to the Indians at Michillimackinae, August 28, 1809 567
Papers regarding the Detroit Bank, 1806—8 571

Letter of George McDougall to Gov. Hull, June 13, 1806 578

Petitions of Inhabitants to Legislature, Dec. 12, 1806 578

Letter of James Madison to Gov. Hull, Nov. 28, 1806 582

Letter of President Jefferson to Gov. Hull, Mar. 21, 1807 583

Memorial of James May to the Legislature 583

Resolution relative to Money subscribed for the Relief of Sufferers by the Fire at Detroit
584

Petition of Inhabitants to the Governor and Judges, 1809 585
Action of the Grand Jury relative to Gov. Hull, 1809 587
Memorial to the President to Remove Gov. Hull 589

A List of Laws passed in 1808-9 593

Letter of Inhabitants of Michigan to Hon. Peter B. Porter, Representative in Congress from
New York, 1810 594

Petition to Congress against a Change in Form of Government of Michigan, 1809 596
Circular Letter of Instructions for Taking the Third Census, 1810 596

Rough Draft of an Opinion by Judge Woodward 598

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

Address of Wm. Eustis, Sec'y of War, to the Indians, Oct. 8, 1811 601

Xii

Letter from Aaron Greely to Geo. McDougall, dated Washington City, Nov. 30, 1811 602
Miscellaneous Documents found among Judge Woodward's Papers 602

Documents pertaining to the War of 1812 and the British Occupancy of Detroit 620
Affidavit of Francis Gandon, concerning Massacres at Sandy Creek, Aug. 22, 1812 642
Narrative of the Massacre of Capt. Hart. Jan. 22, 1813—Judge Durocher 644

Letter of Judge Woodward, relative to the Battle of the River Raisin. Jan. 22, 1813 647
Account of an Indian Massacre in 1814 648

Account of an Expedition Under General McArthur, 1814 652

Address of Citizens of Detroit to Major W. H. Puthuff, 1815 655

Answer of Major W. H. Puthuff to Citizens' Address 656

Brief Sketch of James Witherell 657

Certificate of Assignment of a Claim by James May, 1814 657

Letter of Wm. Woodbridge to James May, 1815 658

Collectors of Customs for the Port of Detroit, 1805-28 659

List of Civil Officers appointed by the Executive Authority of Michigan, before March 1,
1818 659

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

A Personal Narrative, 1808 662
AN ACT

Making an Appropriation for the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan for the Years
1885 and 1886

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, That there is hereby appropriated
from the general fund for each of the years eighteen hundred and eighty-five and eighteen
hundred and eighty-six, to the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan, the sum of five
hundred dollars, to be expended from time to time, whenever needed, for the purposes
of said society, in collecting, embodying, arranging and preserving, in authentic form, a
library of books, pamphlets, maps, charts, manuscripts, papers, paintings, statuary, and
other materials illustrative of the history of Michigan; to rescue from oblivion the memory
of its early pioneers; to obtain and preserve narratives of their early exploits, perils, and
hardy adventures; to secure facts and statements relative to the history, genius, progress
or decay of our Indian tribes; to exhibit faithfully the antiquities, and the past and present
resources of Michigan; but no part of such annual appropriation shall ever be paid for
services rendered by its officers to the society.

Sec. 2. There is hereby further appropriated from the general fund, for each of the years
eighteen hundred and eighty-five and eighteen hundred and eighty-six, the sum of two
thousand dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary for the publishing by the State
printer, in each of the years eighteen hundred and eighty-five and eighteen hundred and
eighty-six, under the direction of the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan, one volume
of matter, prepared and selected by the officers of said society; said volume, in each year,
not to exceed seven hundred and twenty pages, and to be in type, style of printing and
binding, similar to the “Pioneer Collections” heretofore published by said Pioneer Society,
the number of copies so to be published, under the direction of said Pioneer Society, not to
exceed, in each year, three thousand volumes.
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Sec. 3. Five hundred copies of each volume, to be published as heretofore in this act
provided for, shall be deposited in the State library of Michigan, for exchange with the
pioneer and historical societies of other States governments and countries. A further
distribution of said volumes to be made by the officers of said Pioneer Society to each

of the duly incorporated public libraries in the State of Michigan, when demanded by the
proper officers of said libraries, and the balance to be placed in the hands of the State xiv
Librarian, to be sold at a price not less than seventy-five cents per volume, the proceeds to
be deposited in the State treasury to the credit of the general fund.

Sec . 4. The money appropriated by this act may be drawn from the State treasury, from
time to time, on warrant of the Auditor General, based on the requisition of the proper
officer of the society, subject to the requirements of the law, in regard to filing vouchers
and accounts.

Approved March 20, 1885.

OFFICERS OF THE PIONEER SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN
ELECTED JUNE 18, 1885

PRESIDENT

Hon. HENRY FRALICK Grand Rapids

VICE-PRESIDENTS

County Name Residence

Allegan Don. C. Henderson Allegan

Barry David G. Robinson Hastings
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Bay Wm. R. Mccormick Bay City

Berrien Alex. B. Leeds Berrien Springs
Branch C. D. Randall Coldwater
Calhoun A. O. Hyde Marshall

Clare Henry Woodruff Farwell

Clinton Samuel S. Walker St. Johns
Crawford Melvin D. Osband Fredericville
Eaton David B. Hale Eaton Rapids
Emmet Isaac D. Toli Petoskey

Genesee Josiah W. Begole Flint

Grand Traverse J. G. Ramsdall Traverse City
Hillsdale E. O. Grosvenor Jonesville
Ingham C. B. Stebbins Lansing

lonia Hampton Rich lonia

Jackson Chester B. Taylor Jackson
Kalamazoo Henry Bishop Kalamazoo

Kent Robert Hilton Grand Rapids
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Lapeer John B. Wilson Lapeer

Lenawee Francis A. Dewey Cambridge
Livingston Nelson B. Green Fowlerville
Macomb John E. Day Armada

Marquette Peter White Marquette
Monroe J. M. Sterling Monroe

Montcalm Joseph P. Shoemaker Amsden
Muskegon Henry H. Holt Muskegon

Oakland O. Poppleton Birmingham
XVi

Oceana Oliver K. White New Era
Ottawa Henry Pennoyer Nunica
Saginaw Chas. W. Grant East Saginaw
Shiawassee B. O. Williams Owosso

St. Clair Wm. T. Mitchell Port Huron

St. Joseph H. H. Riley Constantine
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Van Buren Eaton Branch Decatur
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Washtenaw Ezra D. Lay Ypsilanti

Wayne Philo Parsons Detroit
RECORDING SECRETARY

HARRIET A. TENNEY Lansing
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
GEORGE H. GREENE Lansing
TREASURER

EPHRAIM LONGYEAR Lansing
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

HENRY FRALICK, ex-officio Grand Rapids
JOHN C. HOLMES Detroit

ALBERT MILLER Bay City

FRANCIS A. DEWEY Cambridge
COMMITTEE OF HISTORIANS

COL. M. SHOEMAKER, Chairman Jackson
TALCOTT E. WING Monroe

DR. O. C, COMSTOCK Marshall
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M. H. GOODRICH Ann Arbor

WITTER J. BAXTER Jonesville

HARRIET A. TENNEY, Secretary Lansing

PIONEER SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN

ANNUAL MEETING, JUNE 17, 18, 1885

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT BY FRANCIS A. DEWEY, OF CAMBRIDGE
Pioneers, Friends, and Citizens of Michigan:

It is with cheer and good-will we meet this evening, and in behalf of the Pioneer Society

| give to all a cordial welcome. With advancing age it is ofttimes a pleasure to review

the former scenes in the history of our beautiful State, and to gather from those who
were actual participants in those scenes such facts and reminiscences as they are

able to present. Especially are we encouraged when we notice with what interest our
efforts to collect these facts and reminiscences for preservation, ere it be too late, are
appreciated by the people of the State. Here, to-night, we are met by an intelligent
assembly, composed of such persons as are ready to assist, as they may be able, in
making this annual meeting a very pleasant and profitable one; and among them we see
the sons and daughters of song, who have come to cheer us with admirable music music
which thrills us with delight as we sit in this beautiful temple dedicated to the worship of the
true and only God.

It is an appropriate custom, banded down to us from the earliest age, frequently to
celebrate the scenes of former times, and to set apart certain days 3 2 to gatherings
in memory of the past; and thus we have met to take a retrospective view of the
primitive days in Michigan—days when the wild, primeval forest stretched unbroken

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

for miles around, while the habitations of the white man were, “like angels' visits, few

and far between.” | will ask your indulgence for a brief moment while | refer you to the
unhospitable shores of Massachusetts, where the feeble band on Plymouth Rock faced
midwinter in the year 1620, having as neighbors not only fierce wild beasts, but the more
hostile savages as well, while the remoteness of human succor, and the slenderness

of the ties which stretched in invisible lines across the wild waste of Atlantic waters,
rendered their condition still more unpleasant. They met cruel disappointment and wasting
sickness, yet like the lofty pine, storm-topped, they struck root at length, even in the stony
soil of bleak New England, and laid deep the firm foundations of a great and glorious
commonwealth. We can most truly say that among the genuine stock of New England and
the Middle States the people of Michigan claim a large share of their ancestry.

As we examine the first records of Michigan, we find that a treaty* was made with twelve
tribes of Indians by General Anthony Wayne, December 2, 1795, by which there was
obtained a piece of land, bounded on the north by Lake St. Clair, on the south by the River
Raisin, and extending six miles in width west from Detroit river. A few years later, on the
first day of July, 1805, Governor William Hull having arrived at Detroit, the government of
the Territory of Michigan began its existence. On the seventeenth of November, 1807, at
the village of Detroit, a treaty was negotiated by Governor Hull, Superintendent of Indian
Affairs, with the Ottawa, Chippewa, Wyandotte and Pottawattomie nations of Indians.
embracing nearly half of the Lower Peninsula. This unbroken wilderness was surveyed in
the year 1812 by Joseph Fletcher, and by proclamation of the President, dated March 15,
1820, it was offered in market on the first Monday in July following. This survey began at
the bay where the outlet of the Maumee river enters Lake Erie, and ran directly north one
hundred and eighteen miles; thence east by north eighty miles to near White Rock, Lake
Huron. This land now contains two hundred and eight townships and several large cities,
while highly cultivated farms are found in all sections.

* See appendix.
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During the year 1819 [Sept. 24th], Governor Cass made a treaty at Saginaw with the
Chippewa Indians, in which lands were obtained in Michigan embracing about six millions
of acres.

As we review the early days of Michigan, we find that but a small part of the interior was
settled by those who cleared the forest or plowed the 3 ground previous to the year 1824.
Then a few remote settlements began north and west from Detroit and Monroe. In the
year 1825 the Erie Canal was opened to Buffalo, and then the enterprising families from
New York and other Eastern States led the way, for ten or twenty successive years, to
Michigan. Men in search of lands and new homes came into almost every township and
county.

Among the sweetest of the cherished memories of the past are some associated with

the year 1829. At that time, now fifty-six years ago, the primitive settlement at Tecumseh
had fairly begun. A stripling of a boy, eighteen years of age, on foot and alone, a stranger
to everyone in the territory, became a resident of Lenawee county. That boy is now the
speaker who addresses this large and intelligent assembly of Michigan Pioneers this
evening. Long shall | remember that time with cheerful satisfaction.

Another olden time remembrance is brought to mind each succeeding year, as the
calendar brings to us the invigorating month of October, when pumpkins, squashes,
potatoes and rutabagas are being gathered for winter. On a mild, pleasant, autumnal
evening in 1829 a stranger on horseback called at a small dwelling in Tecumseh and
requested entertainment for the night. He was cordially received, for we were all pleased
to take the hand of the pioneers' friend—Hon. Lewis Cass, Governor of the Territory. Quite
a pleasant scene was enacted the next day at the house of our late esteemed friend,
Musgrove Evans, where the Governor dined with a few pioneer friends. In the afternoon

a number of forest choppers escorted the General to a small school-house, sixteen feet
square, the largest public hall in the county, where a preliminary meeting was organized by
appointing Daniel Pittman chairman, Dr. M. A. Patterson secretary. Governor Cass made a
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short address, showing the importance of organizing and appointing officers for a regiment
of soldiers. | was pleased on that day to know that my name was not omitted from the
warriors' roll. | still have the commission given me. bearing date October 25, 1829. Of

that first military organization fifty-six years ago, including officers and privates, only four
are now left. The first signs of war in Lenawee county were at midnight in the month of
May, 1832. The drums beat the “long roll,” and, forming our ranks, we marched two days
through the wilderness to Niles. On the outskirts of Coldwater prairie a midnight battle was
fought; powder was used freely, and the limbs and bark of the neighboring forest trees
were roughly dealt with, but the Black Hawk tribe retreated. Thus we see the importance
of the military arm of our service. With discipline and undaunted bravery it maintained our
rights near the Ohio line, and among chickens and potatoes on the disputed lands near
Toledo in the year 1835; also in Mexico in 1847; 4 and again in the war of the Rebellion
from 1861 until 1865, when the United States was deluged with blood and every house
was one of mourning.

The records of the public land sales at the office in Kalamazoo for the year 1836 show that
there were nearly two millions of money received at one dollar and twenty-five cents an
acre. For one single day there was received eighty-seven thousand dollars in exchange
for the fertile land of Michigan. And this, notwithstanding the Surveyor-General's report

for the year 1815 says that the land was unfit for cultivation and not worth the expense of
surveying.

Our State now shows admirable farms, with beautiful homes and an enterprising
population, not surpassed anywhere. From humble beginnings and by timely perseverance
and well directed enterprise they have won wealth for themselves and fame for the State.
It is with cherished satisfaction that we look back to the primitive wilderness homes forty

or fifty years ago, when our fathers or brothers first came to the forest domain, erected the
log house, and marked out the roads. In the place where the Indian camp fires were built,
the war songs were sung, and the councils of the braves were held, now may he seen,
near the crystal lakes and beautiful rivers, large and enterprising villages, magnificent
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cities, and fertile farms, all teeming with an intelligent population. Our picturesque and
useful inland lakes are found in nearly every county, and number 5,173.

Nor should we omit to mention the iron railway which in all parts of our country is provided
with beautiful and sumptuous accommodations and where trains of palace cars are
passing over the country night and day, with a speed of thirty-five miles an hour. On

the four bordering lakes we have the unexcelled palace steamers, which sail round our
coast, 1,684 miles. And the telegraph wires that span our State may be measured by

the hundreds of miles. Here also are asylums built, commensurate with the growth of

the State, for all classes of unfortunate citizens. Our school system, from the primary
department to the university, is regarded as nearly perfect. In conclusion, we well may say
that the mining, salt, and lumber interests, with the, inexhaustible beds of lime rock and
plaster deposits, and the untold millions accumulated from the farms, have combined to
make Michigan one of the chief States of America.

A large share of our honored and historic pioneers have left us to be here no more; it

is with sadness we review the record of the departed. and we are reminded that in a
few more years there will be no one here to recount the early history of this State. Very
excellent and well written historical papers have been received for publication in the
volumes of Pioneer Collection, 5 of which there are now six volumes of about seven
hundred pages each printed and ready for sale. We would respectfully say to the few
remaining pioneers, that we hope to learn of them and of others any facts regarding the
first settlement of their respective localities; so that the same may be printed in the State
Pioneer Collections. The State Pioneer Society was organized under a special charter
April 22, 1874, in the old copitol, now a thing of the past. The object is the collecting

and preserving historical, biographical, and other information in relation to the State of
Michigan. Any person forty years of age and twenty-five years a resident of the State is
eligible to membership in this Society on the payment of one dollar. Officers of this Society
render their services gratuitously and are most happy when most successful in regaining
from oblivion the early history of their cherished State. In closing this brief outline let me
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say, one generation soon follows another, and the shades of night pass over historic

men and memorable women. Who are more worthy of historic record than they who
transformed the wilderness into a beautiful and a civilized State, with fertile plantations on
all sides and thousands of attractive and happy homes, rich in every variety of plant, grain,
fruit and vegetable? We would respectfully say to all here and to the generous thousands
who visit this Country and State that “here is peace,” and we bespeak for all good-will and
plenty in the State of Michigan.

REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY.
Office of the Pioneer Society of the State Of Michigan , Lansing, June 17, 1885 .

In accordance with the provisions of the constitution of the Pioneer Society of the State of
Michigan, | herewith present my eleventh annual report.

ANNUAL MEETING, 1884

The tenth annual meeting of the society was held in Representative Hall, commencing at
two o'clock, Wednesday afternoon, June 4, 1884.

6
OFFICERS PRESENT

President—C. |. Walker.

Recording Secretary—Harriet A. Tenney.

Corresponding Secretary—George H. Greene.

Executive Committee—Albert Miller, John C. Holmes, and Henry Fralick.

Committee of Historians—M. Shoemaker, M. H. Goodrich, T. E. Wing, and F. A. Dewey.
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Vice-Presidents—O. Poppleton, M. Shoemaker,, Roger Haviland, H. H. Riley, E. D. Lay, F.
A. Dewey, and H. H. Rich.

The session was opened by Rev. B. Franklin, with the reading of the 103d Psalm, and
prayer.

A piano solo—"Grand Polanaise” was rendered by Rosa Keene, pupil from the State
School for the Blind; also a vocal solo—“La Manola’—was sung by Miss Keene.

The reports of the Recording and Corresponding Secretaries and of the Treasurer were
read and adopted.

The report of the Committee of Historians was read by M. Shoemaker, and adopted.

The reports of the Memorial Committee were then read. Mr. Geo. H. Greene, the
corresponding secretary, reported that there are 100 names of members entered upon
the memorial record book, who have died during the ten years of the organization of the
society, 1874-1884.

A vocal solo, “Unforgotten Days,” was sung by Miss Ella Baker.

The President said that he would take the liberty of introducing something not upon

the programme,—a poem written and dedicated to the State Pioneer Society by Elijah
Woodworth, on the 92nd anniversary of his birthday, which was read. Mr. Woodworth was
a soldier of the war of 1812.

A biography of Rev. Charles Fox, by his son, Wm. H. Fox, was read by J. C. Holmes.
A vocal solo was then sung by Mr. Brown.

The History of “The Michigan Farmer” was read by J. C. Holmes.
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Five minute speeches were called for. Mr. O. Poppleton made a few, remarks on the life
and character of Mr. Caneels, a corresponding secretary of “The Michigan Farmer.”

The President appointed Albert-Miller, T. E. Wing and E. D. Lay, a committee on the
nomination of officers for the ensuing year.

“Greenwich” was sung by a quartette, Messrs. Crosman and Thompson and the Misses
Brown.

The society then adjourned.
7
Wednesday Evening

The society met at 7:30 o'clock, standard time. The President in the chair.
Prayer was offered by Rev. R. C. Crawford.

A quartette—"Dancing over the Waves"—was sung by Messrs. Pratt and Esselstyn,
Misses Turner and Paddock, Mrs. S. L. Kilbourne presiding at the piano.

The President, C. |. Walker, then delivered his address.

“The Schools of Michigan during the Territorial Period,” by Lucy Salmon, A. M., was read
by Geo. W. Knight, A. M.

A vocal solo was then sung by Mr. Adler.
“Early days in Genesee county” by Sherman Stevens, was read by Rev. R. C. Crawford.

Recitation by Inez Smith“—The Old House,” Eugene J. Hall, author.
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On motion of O. Poppleton, the corresponding Secretary was requested to convey to Mr.
Sherman Stevens the thanks of the society for his valuable paper, and, on motion of Albert
Miller, the society voted to present Mr. Stevens with a copy of the volume of the Pioneer
Collection that will contain his paper when published.

An outline of the march of the 15th U. S. Infantry, from Vera Cruz to the City of Mexico,
1847, and of some of the ungazetted heroes of company E of that regiment by Col. Isaac
D. Toll, was read by T. E. Wing.

Mr. George Sparigler rendered a violin solo, with a piano accompaniment.
A paper entitled “The $5,000,000 Loan” by John T. Blots, was read by J. C. Holmes.

“Down on the Suwanee River,” a quartette, was sung by Messrs. Pratt and Esselstyn,
Misses Turner and Paddock.

On motion, the society then adjourned, to meet again Thursday morning at 9 o'clock.
Thursday Morning

The society met according to adjournment, and was called to order by the President.
Prayer was offered by Rev. W. Thompson, and the audience joined in singing “Nearer, My
God, to Thee.”

A paper on the “Land Grants for Wagon Roads and Canals in Michigan” was read by
Albert N. Bliss.

“Bishop Chase in Gilead in 1832-1836,” by Mabel Randell, his kinswoman, was read by
Rev. R. C. Crawford.

A vocal solo, “Recollections of Childhood,” was sung by W. L. Smith.

8
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“The Early History of North Lansing” was read by Mrs. D. L. Case.
“The Treaty of Saginaw, 1819,” by E. S. Williams, read by J. C. Holmes.
A duet, “Home Again,” was sung by Misses Lizzie Brown and Addie Berridge.

A paper on the “Land Grants for Common Schools in Michigan” was read by Geo. W.
Knight.

Music—“New Durham” was sung by Messrs. Crosman and Thompson and the Misses
Brown.

The society then adjourned till 2 o'clock in the afternoon.
Thursday Afternoon

The society met according to adjournment. Mr. O. Poppleton was called to the chair during
the temporary absence of the President.

“What | Know About O-taw-wars and Ne-war-go,” by Ephraim S. Williams, was read by
Col. M. Shoemaker.

“A Narrative concerning the Knaggs Farm and Windmill in Springwells,” near Detroit, was
read by J. C. Holmes.

A violin solo—"Home, Sweet Home” was rendered by Mrs. Ella Shank.

“Some Sketches of the Early Settlement of the Copper Region of Lake Superior,” was read
by John H. Foster.

The President, C. I. Walker, took the chair, and ex-Governor Felch being present, was
invited to a seat on the platform.
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Miss lda Longyear gave a recitation, “The Old House on Miller's Hill,” Eugene J. Hall,
author.

A vocal solo, “Waiting,” was sung by Jessie Baker.
“The Pottawattomie Indians in Michigan over Fifty Years Ago,” was read by F. A. Dewey.
Memoir of Hon. John Ball was read by Henry Fralick.

Hon. Albert Miller, chairman of the committee on the nomination of officers, made a report
which was accepted and adopted.

For president —F. A. Dewey, Cambridge.

For Recording Secretary —Harriet A. Tenney, Lansing.

For Corresponding Secretary —George H. Greene, Lansing.
For Treasurer —Ephraim Longyear, Lansing.

For Executive Committee —John C. Holmes, Detroit; Henry Fralick, Grand Rapids; Albert
Miller, Bay City.

Committee of Historians —Michael Shoemaker, Jackson; Talcott E. Wing, Monroe; O.
C. Comstock, Marshall; H. G. Wells, Kalamazoo; M. H. Goodrich, Ann Arbor; Harriet A.
Tenney, Lansing.

9

Vice Presidents Allegan county, Don C. Henderson; Barry, David G. Robinson; Bay, Wm.
R. McCormick; Berrien, Alex. B. Leeds; Branch, C. D. Randall; Calhoun, A. O. Hyde;
Clare. Henry Woodruff; Clinton, Samuel S. Walker; Crawford. Melvin D. Osband; Eaton,
David B. Hale; Emmet, Isaac D. Toll; Genesee, Josiah W. Begole; Grand Traverse, J. G.
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Ramsdall; Hillsdale, E. O. Grosvenor; Ingham, George H. Greene; lonia, Hampton Rich;
Jackson, John F. Mitchell; Kalamazoo, Henry Bishop; Kent, Robert Hilton; Lapeer, John

B. Wilson; Lenawee, Francis A. Dewey; Livingston, Nelson B. Green; Macomb, John E.
Day; Marquette, Peter White; Monroe, J. H. Sterling; Montcalm, Joseph P. Shoemaker;
Muskegon, Henry H. Holt; Oakland, O. Poppleton; Oceana, Oliver K. White; Ottawa, Henry
Pennoyer; Saginaw, Charles W. Grant; Shiawassee, Roger Haviland; St. Clair, Wm. T.
Mitchell; St. Joseph, H. H. Riley; Tuscola, Townsend North; Van Buren, Eaton Branch;
Washtenaw, Ezra D. Lay; Wayne, Philo Parsons.

“Invitation” was sung by the quartette, Messrs. Crosman and Thompson, and the Misses
Brown.

The society adjourned until half past seven.
Thursday Evening

The society met according to adjournment; Francis A. Dewey, the President-elect, in the
chair.

Prayer was offered by Rev. R. C. Crawford.

A quartette—"Friendship, Love and Song”—was sung by Messrs. Lee and Baker, Mrs.
DeViney and Miss Lizzie Haines.

The life of D. Darwin Hughes was read by Hon. T. M. Cooley.
A recitation “The Battle of Gettysburg”—was given by Mrs. S. F. Summers.
The battle song—"Michigan, My Michigan™ —was sung by Rev. R. C. Crawford.

* For history of this song, see Vol. XXXV, page 155.
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Reminiscences relating to the treaty of Saginaw, 1819, by E. S. Williams, was read by B.
O. Williams.

The early history of Oakland county was read by O. Poppleton.

Five-minute speeches being called for, J. C. Holmes presented the “original saw mill” of
the Saginaw Valley—the pitman and the sash in the persons of Judge Albert Miller and
Charles Lull. Mr. B. L. Baxter related many amusing anecdotes about the Toledo War. Ex-
Governor Felch being called upon, made very eloquent remarks in regard to pioneer life in
Michigan. He was followed by T. E. Wing with some humorous anecdotes. 4

10

The following resolutions were offered and adopted:
By John C. Holmes:

Resolved , That the thanks of this society be tendered to Mr. Thomas Hill and his
assistants for their kindness and attention to the association in caring for and making
suitable arrangements in the hall for this meeting. Their courtesy to members, and the
interest they have exhibited in their endeavors to have members comfortably seated, are
fully appreciated by the pioneers.

By Col. M. Shoemaker:

Resolved , That the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan tender its thanks to the State
Board of Agriculture for the profuse and beautiful supply of plants from the Agricultural
College which adorn the speaker's stand and seceretary's desk, and to Mr. Louis Knapper,
the gardener at the Agricultural College, for his care and skill in the selection and
arrangement of the same.

By Col. M. Shoemaker:
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Resolved , That the thanks of the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan are hereby
tendered to Mrs. John M. Longyear, Mrs. James Turner, Mrs. D. L. Case and Mrs. Smith
Tooker, Committee on Decoration, for the beautiful and appropriate manner in which they
arranged and displayed the profusion of cut flowers with which the speaker's stand and
secretary's desk are decorated.

By Col. M. Shoemaker:

Resolved , That the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan, to express its appreciation
of the great additional interest given to its annual meeting by the number and variety of
the musical compositions, and by the skill and ability with which they have been rendered,
hereby offer its grateful thanks to the several quartettes, trios, solos and the instrumental
musicians who have with so much good will given their services to aid in the efforts of the
society to make the meeting attractive as well as instructive.

Mr. Henry Fralick made a few remarks on the advantage and necessity of the organization
of the Pioneer Society.

A song—"A Medley’—was given by the quartette, Messrs. Lee and Baker, and Mrs.
DeViney and Miss Haines. The benediction was pronounced by Dr. Wm. H. Haze.

On motion of J. C. Holmes the society adjourned.

LIST or DONATIONS FROM JUNE, 1884, TO JUNE, 1885
F. A. Dewey:

Tecumseh Herald, June 12, 1884. State Pioneers at Lansing.
Gen. Wm. Birney, June 16, 1885:

Sketch of the Life of James G. Birney.
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J. B. Porter, June 18, 1884:

Sermon of Rev. T. P. Prudden, delivered April 27, 1884, at the 20th nniversary of
Plymouth Church, Lansing.

Dwight H. Kelton, July 12, 1884:
Annals of Fort Mackinac, by D. H. Kelton.
G. W. Rauck, August 1, 1884:

Ranck's Guide to Lexington, Kentucky. Historical Address, by G. W. Ranck at the
Centennial celebration of the settlement of Lexington, Ky.

Chicago Historical Society:

The Theatre; Its early days in Chicago, by J. H. McVicker. In Memoriam: Isaac N. Arnold
and Thomas Hoyne.

11
Wyoming Historical Society, October 18, 1884:

Number of articles presented, 14.

The Wilkes Barre Record, Feb. 21, 1885.

Kansas State Historical Society:

Report of Kansas State Board of Agriculture for Sept., 1884.

Stephen D. Peet:
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The American Antiquarian and Oriental Journal, July, 1884; Sept., 1884; Nov., 1884; Jan.,
1885; March, 1885; May, 1885.

Library Company of Philadelphia:

Bulletin of the Library Company of Philadelphia, Jan., 1884.

"t July, 1884.

""" Jan., 1885.

Buffalo Historical Society:

Annual Report of the Board of Managers of said society, Jan. 13, 1885.
O. A. Jenison:

Announcement of Fall Fair, at Lansing, 1884.

The Lansing Republican, April 28, 1855; presented Jan. 19, 1885.
M. Shoemaker:

Gazetteer of the State of Michigan, by J. T. Blois, published in 1838.

Official Register of the United States for 1883. Vol. I., Legislative, Executive, Judicial. Voll
Il., The Post Office Department and Postal Service.

J. C. Holmes:
Detroit Post and. Tribune, dated Dec. 24, 1882; Jan. 14, 1883; Jan. 28, 1883.

Transactions of Michigan State Agricultural Society for 1849, presented Jan. 23, 1885.
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Third Annual Report of Secretary of the State Board of Agriculture of Mich., for the year
ending 1864.

Steel engraving of H. S. Williams.

Package of Cadillac papers, received May 20, 1885.

One package of miscellaneous papers, received June 3, 1885.

One package of miscellaneous papers, magazines, etc., received June 3, 1885.
One package miscellaneous papers, received June 13, 1885.

Zeisberger Diary, 1781-98, 2 volumes, received June 13, 1885.

Candle snuffers and tray.

John Oliver:

June 3, 1885, History of Bay county.
12
Gen. Wm. P. Innes, June 9, 1885:

Historical Sketch of Early Masonry in Michigan.
Transactions of Grand Lodge, 1827-28.

Transactions of Grand Lodge from 1842 to 1885 inclusive.
W. W. Cook:

History of Ingham and Eaton Counties.
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Miscellaneous:

Lansing Republican, June 11, 1884.
Monroe Commercial, July 11, 1884.
Adrian Times and Expositor, July 4, 1884.
The Wilkes Barre Record, Sept. 13, 1884.
Owosso Weekly Press, Sept. 17, 1884.
Detroit Free Press, Dec. 14, 1884.
Detroit Post, Dec. 15, 1884.

Detroit Post, Dec. 22, 1884.
MEMBERSHIP

The increase in the membership since the last annual meeting is thirty-eight. The names
are as follows: Melvin D. Osband, Elliott T. Slocum, Ervin Palmer, John Oliver, Allen
Beane, Helen M. Farrand, John F. Temple, George Sellman, Mrs. R. C. Crawford, Mrs. O.
Poppleton, Mrs. R. L. Sherman, Mrs. Philander Knight, Daniel Ellis, Elias Comstock, H. F.
Pennington, A. D. Hatch, Mrs. Frank Hagerman, Mrs. Whitney Jones, Mrs. S. S. Stagg,
Mrs. O. B. Ingersoll, Ebenezer McMillan. Dan H. Ball, Levi E. Dolson, T. J. Ramsdall, C.
J. Monroe, A. F. Morehouse, T. C. Abbot, George W. Thompson, Joseph Manwaring,
Madison J. Ulrich, Levi L. Barbour, Mrs. Susan K. Winans, Harry A. Conant, Russell A.
Alger, J. Huff Jones, Solomon D. Hollister, James A. Crozier, H. H. Safford.

The total number of names now enrolled upon the membership book of the society is six
hundred and twenty-one.
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Harriet A. Tenney , Rec. Sec. of State Pioneer Society .
13
REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

Lansing, June 17, 1885.
To the Officers and Members of the Michigan State Pioneer Society:

Since our last meeting another year has passed into history; and in conformity to custom
it now becomes my duty to submit my annual report of the correspondence of the Society,
also the files of letters and communications received during the year, all of which have
received prompt attention, as will be seen by the filings made on each.

The usual notices to vice presidents notifying them of their election were sent soon after
our last annual meeting and again another notice to them a few weeks prior to this meeting
reminding them of their duty relative to furnishing to this meeting a memorial report of all
pioneers in their respective counties who have died within the year.

Several of the vice presidents not being able to attend this meeting have forwarded their
report, which will be presented at the proper time; others no doubt are here and will
present theirs in person.

Those of our own membership who have passed away during the year are sixteen in
number, as follows:

Moses Bartow of Portland, July 7, 1884.
Henry C. Lewis of Coldwater, Aug. 18, 1884.

Roger Haviland of Burns, and vice president for Shiawassee county, Sept. 24, 1884.
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Mrs. Charles P. Bush of Lansing, Sept. 19, 1884.

Minos McRoberts of Mason, Oct. 5 1884.

William H. Montgomery of Hudson. Oct. 13, 1884.

Rev. John S. Goodman of East Saginaw, Nov. 12, 1884.
Caleb Sweetland of Kalamazoo, Nov. 28, 1884.

Lucius L. Clark of Kalamazoo, Dec. 15, 1884.

Hardy J. Olds, of Jonesville, Died Jan. 9, 1885.

Charles Grant of Bengal, Jan. 11, 1885.

Mrs. Harriet Row of Lansing, Feb. 28, 1885.

Mrs. Jane Olds of Alaiedon, April 4, 1885.

Judge Hezekiah G. Wells of Kalamazoo, a member of the committee of historians, April 4,
1885.

Alexander Buell of Kalamazoo, April 17, 1885.

Allen Potter of Kalamazoo, May 8, 1885.

14

Notices of this meeting containing a list of papers to be read, as far as could be at that
time determined, were sent May 29, 1885, to each member of the society, also one to
each of the leading newspapers of the State.
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In addition to these notices and in the same envelope, in accordance with a resolution of
the committee of historians, | enclosed the following circular:

MICHIGAN STATE PIONEER SOCIETY

This society is desirous of obtaining a copy of all county histories in the State that have
been published, and it is believed that there are some persons in each county where such
a history has been published who are willing to donate one to the society as a book of
reference for the use of those throughout the State who are fast becoming accustomed to
look to this society for historical information.

It is requested that the person into whose hands this circular may fall will use his best
endeavor to find a copy that can be so donated, and any person who can make such a
donation is requested to correspond with the undersigned.

GEO. H. GREENE, Corresponding Secretary, Lansing, Mich .
Lansing May 29, 1885.

This bids fair to bring to our archives quite a number of these histories. Bay, Ingham and
Eaton have already been donated and notices have been received that several others will
be.

It is hoped that the friends of the society will not stop with county histories alone, but
anything that pertains to the history of any part of the State will be very thankfully received
and gratefully acknowledged.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
GEO. H. GREENE, Corresponding Secretary .

REPORT OF THE TREASURER
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To the Officers and Members of the State Pioneer Society of Michigan:
Your Treasurer begs leave to submit the following report:

E. Longyear, Treasurer, in account with the society, from June 4, 1884, to June 15, 1885 .

To balance on hand June 4, 1884 $597 26 Receipts for membership fees $112 00 Pioneer
Collections, Vols. 1 and 2 34 40 Old folks' song book 96 from appropriations, General
Fund, of 1882 $200 00 1883 500 00 700 00 Appropriation, Publication Fund 1,000 00
1,847 36 Total $2,444 6 15

DISBURSEMENTS
Paid from General Fund:

for postage, express, copying and filing papers, and expenses of annual meeting 1884
$101 28

Paid for portrait of Captain Marsac 50 00
Expenses of Executive Committee 166 52

$317 80

Paid from Publication Fund:

for expenses of Committee of Historians 173 32
W. S. George & Co., for printing 1,462 15

Paid for copying 50 00

Telegram 80

Forbes & Co. for lithographing 41 13
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C. B. Stebbins for proof reading on Vols. 5 and 6, Pioneer Collections 200 00
1,927 40

Total disbursements $2,245 20

Balance on hand June 15, 1885 199 42

$2,444 62

All of which is respectfully submitted.

E. LONGYEAR, Treasurer .

Lansing , June 17, 1885.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF HISTORIANS. PREPARED BY T. E. WING
Lansing , June 17, 1885.

To the Pioneers of the State of Michigan:

The Committee of Historians of the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan have

reason to congratulate its membership and citizens of our beautiful peninsula upon the
success that has crowned the efforts and aims of this society in securing from the first
settlers of our Territory and State, authentic and reliable material which shall furnish

for the historian of the future information upon which reliance can be placed. Historians
generally give prominence to eminent men who have attracted attention by their ability
and statesmanship, leading and directing the public mind and institutions of our country;
prominence to those who have led our armies to battle and to victory; prominence to those
who have figured largely in political 16 revolutions. But the object and aim of this society is
to give the material for full, accurate and graphic descriptions of the actual condition of the
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first settlers; the men who first cleared our forests, many of whom without public notoriety,
have laid the foundations of the prosperity and blessings we now enjoy; the hardships
they endured, the wonderful development of resources through their agency, the broad
views entertained in laying the foundations for our schools and educational institutions
which they not only founded and fostered, the progress made in Christian civilization which
has attracted the attention and admiration of not only our sister States, but has elicited
complimentary commendations from the government and institutions of the old world.

The able report made in June, 1884, reviewing the transactions and achievements of
this society previous to that time, in collecting, examining and arranging papers for the
Pioneer Collections and superintending the publication of the first four volumes, obviates
the necessity of further reference thereto.

During the past two years this society has received and published histories of the Michigan
State Agricultural College, by T. C. Abbot; of Hillsdale College, by John C. Patterson; of
Michigan Female College, by Mrs. Eliza C. Smith; manuscripts from pioneers of the early
history and settlement of Allegan county, Alpena county, Branch county, Calhoun county,
Ingham county, lonia county, Kalamazoo county, Kent county, Mackinac county, Macomb
county, Monroe county, Ottawa county, St. Clair county, St. Joseph county, Saginaw
county, Washtenaw and Wayne counties.

History of the Black Hawk war, by Henry Little.

Poems referring to early life in Michigan, by Wm. Lambie,, E. N. Wilcox, Mrs. Emma Tuttle,
Rev. R. C. Crawford, W. E. Ransom, and Dr. W. Campbell.

Memorial discourses on the life and services of Erastus O. Haven, D. D., LL. D., former
President of our university.

Memorial discourses on the life and services of Rev. Geo. P. Williams, Professor for so
many years of our university.
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Autobiography and perfect likeness of Hon. J. W. Begote, ex-Governor of Michigan.

Autobiography of Geo. H. Greene, our worthy corresponding secretary, and Wm. A. Burt,
one of our commissioners of internal improvement and surveyor of the upper peninsula.

Time would fail me to enumerate the valuable articles contributed to this society during
the past two years, fraught with great interest relating to the 17 early settlement of the
different towns in the lower and tipper peninsulas, that constitute the 5th and 6th volumes
of Pioneer Collections and the compilation for the 7th volume, now ready and prepared for
the press, which your committee commend to your favorable notice, feeling assured that
you will not only be agreeably entertained in their perusal but that you will derive valuable
information that can be gained from no other source.

Your committee take pleasure in announcing the fact, that by correspondence with
friends in Germany we have procured a negative, taken late in life, of the late Chancellor
Tappan—the first chancellor of our University, to whom the citizens of our State are so
largely indebted for his instrumentality in laying the foundation and superstructure of our
university, which has challenged the admiration of the civilized world. Our committee

is also assured that we shall soon be presented with a manuscript of a Philanthropic
poem which the Chancellor had devoted many years of the latter part of his eventful life in
composing, but never issued to the public. That in addition to the eulogy by Prof. Frieze,
now in the possession of the society, we shall be favored, in time for the forthcoming
volume, from the pen of Mrs. Bruno, the daughter of the Chancellor residing in Germany,
his history subsequent to his resignation of the Chancellorship which will be highly prized,
especially by the graduates of the University by whom he is remembered with great
affection and gratitude.

While the services of the officers of this society are appreciated and highly prized by those
who have examined the published volumes and have been interested in the proceedings
of this society, it is nevertheless to be regretted that a very small proportion of our citizens
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appear to have any correct knowledge of the aims and purposes this society has in view
—but because they have not had their attention attracted thereto, they, rather, suppose
the object is to procure a soft place for a number of old gentlemen with a salary and little to
do, that they have an annual jubilee and feast, and all at the expense of the State. When,
if they would seek correct information, they would find that the officers pay an annual fee
of membership, but not one dollar, from the organization of this society to the present time,
has been appropriated or used in payment for salaries or services. But we are mindful of
the fact that the original pioneers are fast passing away, that in the next decade nearly

all, if not all, will have gone to their rest and the sources of information with them. On the
contrary, the officers of this society have voluntarily contributed their time and services and
will feel amply 3 18 compensated, believing as time passes the result of their labor will be
more and better appreciated and highly prized by future generations.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

M. SHOEMAKER, Chairman .

TALCOTT E. WING.

DR. O. C. COMSTOCK.

M. H. GOODRICH.

WITTER J. BAXTER, Committee of Historians .
Harriet A. Tenney , Secretary .

REPORT OF THE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE.
ALLEGAN COUNTY

BY DONALD C. HENDERSON
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CAPT. HENRY STARK

This well-known citizen died in Otsego Thursday, April 30, 1885, of a complication of
diseases, chief of which was chronic diarrhcea, contracted in the army, from which he
had suffered extremely since the war. Captain Stark was in the regular army over forty-
five years ago, was stationed at Fort Dearborn (Chicago) when that place was a small
burg, and took part in the Black Hawk war. In the union army he commanded Company
G, Sixth Michigan infantry, afterwards artillery. He had a high reputation as a soldier, and
was one of the first to enter New Orleans at the head of his company. The deceased was
a man of excellent good sense, well informed, of blameless moral character, kind-hearted,
and of good social qualities. He was a native of Vermont, and a descendant of John and
Mollie* Stark of revolutionary fame. He came to Otsego about thirty-five years ago, and
at his death wanted only a few days of being seventy years of age. He leaves a widow
and one son, Arthur T. Stark. A large concourse of people attended the funeral at his late
residence, five miles from the village of Otsego, on Sunday last. W. G. Eaton Post, G. A.
R., of Otsego, came down with the

* John Stark's Wife's name was Elizabeth, but it is a tradition that before one of his battles
he said,—“We will beat them today or Mollie Stark will be a widow.”

19 band and some fifteen members of C. J. Bassett Post went up from Allegan. The pall
bearers were members of his regiment, and six of his comrades, with arms, acted as
guard. On arriving at the village the soldiers marched at the head of the procession to the
cemetery. Rev. E. Andruss of Cooper, who was chaplain of the Sixth Michigan, officiated
at the funeral, and spoke in the highest terms of Capt. Stark as a soldier. The burial was
conducted by the G. A. R. Post with the ceremonies of the order.— Allegan Journal and
Tribune , May 8, 1885.

At the Reunion of the Sixth Michigan Infantry, held at Benton Harbor, August 26, 1885, Dr.
Milton Chase, of Otsego, spoke of Capt. Henry Stark as follows:
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Comrades, our veteran Captain died at his home in Otsego, Michigan, April 30, 1885, after
an acute attack of the old ailments that came as a legacy of his army life on the borders

of the pestiferous swamps of Louisiana. He lacked but a few days of being seventy years
old. He was an orderly sergeant of a company of U.S. Infantry in 1833, and stationed at
Chicago when it was the western outpost of the United States. A year or two ago Long
John Wentworth, President of the Chicago Historical Society, spied him out and invited
him to Chicago as the guest of the Iroquois Club of that city. He was escorted from his
hotel to the club room by millionaires and trod with his granger boots a brussels carpet laid
from his coach to the club-house door, and the first ladies of Chicago sought the honor of
a promenade in the hall with him. The next day the officers of the club were his auditors as
he tried to point out the location of old Fort Dearborn and its surroundings and told of the
old settlers of 1833.

Of his history and worth while in our Sixth Regiment | need not to tell you. Not one of you
but remembers his straightforward honesty, his dauntless courage, his conscientious
attention to every detail of his duties as a soldier of the U.S. A., and of his kindness to the
men under his care. He was one of the officers who always addressed the members of his
company' as men, not boys. | need not say more of this which you know. | do want to say
something to you of his life as a member of society and a citizen of the State since 1865.
In this capacity he was a model that any of us would be proud to have our sons copy in
nearly everything. He was scrupulously honest in his financial affairs. He had as one of his
mottoes to live by, that would avert a national death from the crush of millionaires or the
chaos of communism. It was this—"| don't believe in taking any man's dollar until I render
him an equivalent for it in goods of the market, and | don't believe in parting with a dollar
of mine until | get a dollar's worth of goods of the 20 land.” In the discharge of his duty at
the polls he was extremely conscientious to do the best possible thing for his country, and
second to this was a consideration for party and personal friends. | once saw him slap a
careless but good natured joker over the mouth for asking him what he got for his vote,
and he could not understand that there could be any apology for an attempt to joke him in
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this way. He leaves enough property to his widow to make comfortable provision for her
during the rest of her life. It was earned by him and her in a way that will never make them
blush to have every item spread before the angels of heaven in the “sweet bye and bye.”
Ever since the war every hour, when awake, the pains of disease have been felt by him,
but they were bravely borne because he thought the service in which they were contracted
was necessary for the preservation of the country. He had not missed more than two of
our annual reunions, previous to his death. If in spirit form he can at will visit the earth he is
here with us this evening, for there is no place on earth that he would more like to be. May
peace be to his ashes and joy to his soul is the wish of your speaker and of you all.

CAPT. ROBERT W. HELMER

Capt. Robert W. Helmer died at his residence, two miles west of Dorr Center, May 12,
1885, of Bright's disease. The deceased came to Dorr seventeen years ago, and at
one time was largely engaged in lumbering opera caretions, running a saw-mill near his
residence. He served in the war in the Third Michigan cavalry, and afterward became
captain of a company in a, colored regiment. He was a prominent and highly respected
citizen and a member of the Methodist Church. He leaves a wife and five children. The
funeral was held yesterday, and was conducted by Eureka chapter No. 50, R. A.M.,

at Allegan, and P.S. Pullen lodge No. 307. F. A.M., at Dorr, of both of which he was a
member. His age was fifty-seven years.— Allegan Journal and Tribune , May 15, 1885.

BERRIEN COUNTY BY ALEXANDER B. LEEDS

Judge Henry H. Cooledge, died May 31, 1884, Niles, aged 79 years.
William W. Webber, died May —, 1884, Niles township, aged — years.
Mrs. Celia Tutton, died June 4, 1884, Pipestone, aged 72 years.

George W. Rossman, died June 5, 1884, Niles city, aged 72 years.
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John Harner, died June 14, 1884, Oronoko, aged 81 years.

Jacob Luther, died June 15, 1884, Buchanan, aged 69 years.
Joseph Bowman, died June 19, 1884, Benton, aged 75 years.
Joseph De Lambert, died June 21, 1884, Niles city, aged 72 years.
Mrs. William Easton, died June 22, 1884, —, aged 73 years.
Alonzo Barrett, died June 23, 1884, Benton, aged 74 years.

Mrs. Caroline Newlan, died June 28, 1884, Benton, aged 49 years.
Salmon L. Estes, died June 29, 1884, Buchanan, aged 55 years.
Mrs. George Feodore, died July 1, 1884, —, aged 68 years.
Almond B. Riford, died July 10, 1884, Benton, aged 44 years.
Elisha O. Allager, died July 11, 1884, Buchanan, aged 66 years.
Benjamin Stevens, died July 14, 1884, —, aged 84 years.

Philip Neeb, died July 15, 1884, Niles city, aged — years.

Mrs. Juliette Griswold, died July 25, 1884, Niles city, aged 64 years.
Michael Lyons, died July 28, 1884, Niles township, aged 60 years.

Hon. Vincent L. Bradford,*

* An old citizen of Niles and a member of the State Senate in 1837-8.
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died August 7, 1884, Philadelphia, Pa.

John Foster, died August 10, 1884, Niles city, aged 65 years.

Mrs. Jacobina Shaffer, died August 17, 1884, Niles city, aged 63 years.
Jesse B. Slight, died August 30, 1884, Oronoko, aged 65Y years.
George Brown, died September 1, 1884, Hagar, aged 81 years.
Horace W. Guernsey, died September 26, 1884, St. Joseph, aged 56 years.
Orlando Servis, died October 6, 1884, —, aged 74 years.

Mrs. Jonathan Norris, died October 14, 1884,—, aged 56 years.

Martin Hoshein, died October 18, 1884, Baintbridge, aged 81 years.
Mrs. Orilla Selter, died October 20, 1884, Bainbridge, aged 63 years.
Gideon Smith, died October 26, 1884, Benton, aged 74 years.

Alkanah Nickerson, died October —, 1884, Benton. aged 80 years.
John A. Zwergle, died November 13, 1884, Niles city, aged 66 years.
Dr. Charles A. Magill, died November 14, 1884,—, aged 58 years.

Mrs. Honora M. Wilson, died November 15, 1884, —, aged 58 years.
William W. Brown, died November 16, 1884, Lake, aged — years.

Mrs. Lydia Hutson, died November 19, 1884, —, aged 68 years.
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Z. R. Stickney, died November 25, 1884, Bainbridge, aged 85 years.
Marilla Wigent, died November 16, 1884, Watervliet, aged 80 years.
Archibald Stewart, died November 28, 1884, —, aged 74 years.
Philip Riley, died November —, 1884, St. Joseph, aged 72 years.
Mrs. Mary Murdock, died December 8, 1884, —, aged 86 years.

John Johnson, died December 10, 1884, Berrien, aged — years.
22
Henry Ashoff, died December 17, 1884, —, aged — years.

Mrs. Henry H. Cooledge, died December 30, 1884, Niles city, aged — years.
Dr. John K. Finley, died December —, 1884, Niles city, aged 79 years.
Norman Castle, died February 8, 1885, Benton, aged 73 years.

Anna Burrough, died February 10, 1885, St. Joseph, aged 91 years.

Mrs. O. Rittenhouse, died February 11, 1885, —, aged 58 years.

Mrs. Rica Veller, died February 11, 1885, —, aged 67 years.

Lucinda Hale, died February 12, 1885, Niles city, aged 73 years.

Thomas K. Clybourne, died February 14, 1885, Berrien, aged 85 years.

Mrs. Phebe Tyron, died February 14, 1885, —, aged 79 years.

Wells Crumb, died February 16, 1885, Watervliet, aged 88 years.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

Deborah Gould, died February 16, 1885, —, aged 90% years.

Mrs. Martha Hand, died February 19, 1885, Berrien, aged 66 years.
Mrs. Mary Griswold, died February 24, 1885, Niles city, aged 86 years.
Stephen R. Gilson, died February 25, 1885, Watervliet, aged 80% years.
Mrs. Sophronia Woodruff, died February 26, 1885, Bainbridge, aged — years.
Jacob Beeson, died April 19, 1885, Niles city, aged 77 years.

Sylvester Kittle, died April 20, 1885, Hagar, aged 62 years.

—TFerris, died April 28, 1885, St. Joseph, aged 75 years.

Terrence McCrone, died April 28, 1885, Benton, aged 77 years.

Ross Pierce, M. D., died April 29, 1885, Buchanan, aged 48 years.
Mary Zwergle, died April 30, 1885, —, aged 67 years.

Shelah Willis, died May 2, 1885, Berrien, aged 80% years.

Margaret Shearer, died May 3, 1885, Oronoko, aged 79 years.

William Hill, died May 7, 1885, St. Joseph, aged 75 years.

Mrs. Betsey Platt, died May 8, 1885, Niles city, aged 93Yz years.

Mrs. Angelina W. Jefferies, died May 12, 1885, Lincoln, aged 68 years.

John M. Gilbert, died May 12, 1885, Benton, aged 71 years.
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William B. Gray, died May 13, 1885, Niles township, aged 65 years.
Mrs. John Tibbetts, died May —, 1885, Niles city, aged about 72 years.
Mrs. E. H.Phelps, died May —, 1885, Niles city, aged about 61 years.
Samuel Rodgers, died May 31, 1885, —, aged over 90 years.

Benj. Lemon, died —, —, Lake, aged 65 years.

GIDEON SMITH

After an illness of three weeks, Gideon Smith, aged seventy-four years, died at his home
in Benton on Sunday morning, Oct. 26, 1884. Mr. Smith was one of the pioneer fruit
growers of this section, and was widely known 23 and respected. He leaves a wife and five
children, two sons and three daughters. Funeral took place from the Methodist Episcopal
Church on Tuesday, Rev. Mr. Earl conducting the services.— Benton Harbor Palladium ,
Oct 31, 1884.

S. L. ESTES

Died, Sunday, June 29, 1884, at 4:50 P. M., at his residence on Main street, Buchanan,
Salmon L. Estes, aged fifty-five years, seven months and sixteen days. Deceased was a
resident of Columbia county, N. Y., and was the oldest of six brothers all of whom, as also
their mother, preceded him to the great beyond. He was a resident of Buchanan township
twenty-eight years, eighteen of which were in the village, being engaged in active business
until incapacitated by paralysis. An active christian from his youth, his faith sustained him
in the trying ordeal of years of suffering, and his Savior was with him in the passage of

the dark river of death. He left a devoted wife, an affectionate daughter and son, an aged
father and many warm friends, to mourn the severed ties; but they mourn not as those
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having no hope. The funeral took place from his late residence on Tuesday afternoon, the
service being conducted by Rev. C. G. Thomas.— Buchanan Record , July 1, 1884.

JACOB BEESON

Our community was startled,—was fearfully shocked, early on Sunday morning, April 19,
1885, at the announcement, “Jacob Beeson is dead!” He had been on the streets almost
daily, in his usual health, and it is not strange that the mournful message was received
with surprise. An old and honored citizen had passed away suddenly and without warning;
an old landmark had been removed.

Jacob Beeson was born in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, September 7, 1807. His early youth
was passed with an uncle in Hardy County, Virginia, and later, in his early manhood, he
spent some years in Georgia and New Orleans with the same uncle, who was engaged in
the mercantile business. He returned to Uniontown, his native place, in 1829 for a short
time, but in the fall of that year journeyed on horseback to the wilds of Michigan Territory,
then just beginning to attract the attention of wide-awake and enterprising men in the old
States. Being pleased with the country, then an almost unbroken wilderness, with here and
there a trading post, he purchased a business site in Niles and returned to Pennsylvania,
from whence, in the spring of 1830, he removed permanently to Niles, bringing with him
his mother and three brothers, and here established himself in the general mercantile
business in which he was for many years extensively engaged, and he 24 was a highly
prosperous and successful merchant, his brother, William B. Beeson, being much of

the time his assistant. He was also largely engaged in the forwarding, commission and
shipping business and in establishing lines of boats on the St. Joseph river, and built a
large storage and grain warehouse on Water street, at the foot of Sycamore street, where
a large business was transacted under the supervision of his brother Job J. Beeson who
will be remembered by a few of our older citizens.
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Mr. Beeson served as a paymaster in the Black Hawk war, from which service he derived
his title as Colonel, by which he was familiarly known in olden times, and for which service
he received a bounty land warrant, afterwards located upon land in the Lake Superior
mineral region.

Upon the organization of Trinity Parish in October, 1834, Jacob Beeson was elected on
the first board of vestrymen and was an active and efficient helper in that work fifty years
ago.

He was a very active and influential man in the organization of the State Government of
Michigan, and was a warm and zealous supporter of our first Governor, Stevens T. Mason.

He was one of the charter members and the first Worshipful Master of St. Joseph Valley
Lodge No. 4, the first Masonic Lodge organized west of Jackson, and he assisted in the
establishment of the Royal Arch Chapter in Niles, and was for many years a member of
Apollo Commandery of Chicago.

Mr. Beeson was never a seeker of office, though always an active man in public affairs. He
was a member of the National Democratic committee during the campaign of 1856, which
resulted in the election of Mr. Buchanan to the presidency.

He was appointed Receiver of Public Moneys at Detroit, by Mr. Buchanan, in 1857, which
necessitated a change of residence from Niles to Detroit, and while residing in the latter
city he became a stockholder and director in the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, of that
city, and was also the president and principal stockholder in the Merchants' Bank of
Detroit, and was for two years, 1876 and 1877, president of the Detroit Board of Trade,
and in every position he occupied was conspicuous for untiring energy and rare business
tact.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

He was a member of the last Constitutional Convention of Michigan and an active
participant in the doings of that body.

He will be remembered in Niles, his old home, to which he returned a few months ago, and
where he was warmly welcomed by his old neighbors, as an honorable and successful
merchant, an extensive and enterprising dealer in real estate, a thorough business man,
always ready to work for the interest of Niles, his chosen home, always efficiently and with
his whole heart.

25

In parting with Jacob Beeson, Niles parts with a valued friend upon whose like she will not
soon look again.—“OLD SETLER,” in Niles Democrat, April 25, 1885.

MRS. BETSEY PLATT

In this city, May 8, 1885, at the residence of her son, Geo. W. Platt, Mrs. Betsey Platt,
aged ninety-three years, five months and twenty-two days. The subject of this notice was
born in Vermont in 1791, and was the oldest resident of this city, where nearly forty years
of her life was spent. She had been confined to her room by the infirmities of age for some
time, and her death, which was calm and peaceful, was not unexpected. By those who
knew her during the average days of her life, she is pleasantly remembered for many kind
traits of her character, and from the younger people her venerable appearance at once
won her the esteem and kindest thoughts. She was a member of the Presbyterian Church
for more than half a century, and while health permitted she was a regular attendant at the
services. In ripe old age she has gone to the grave and only pleasant memories cluster
around her long and useful life.— Niles Republican , May 14, 1885.

WILLIAM B. GRAY

In Niles, Wednesday morning, May 13, 1885, after intense suffering, William B. Gray, in
the sixty-fifth year of his age. William Bartley Gray was born of Irish parents at Fairfield,
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Rockbridge county, Virginia, July 8, 1820. His parents emigrated to Richmond, Indiana, in
1825, and removed to the Carey settlement, afterwards called Niles, in 1829, in company
with the Lacey family, the Comleys, William Justice and others, first settlers here. Coming
to this then new country a child, he has grown up to manhood, and been a continuous
resident here from the time of his coming to the day of his death, and is mourned by the
entire community, for all knew Bartley Gray, and none knew him but to love him.

A man of very decided opinions, and always firm in the advocacy of his views, he ever
maintained the respect and esteem of all with whom he came in contact. However widely
people might differ with him, he was always respected for his opinions and given credit for
honesty and fairness. He never resorted to trickery or deception, but was always frank and
manly, though oftentimes impulsive. You always knew where to find Bartley Gray.

On the breaking out of the Mexican war he was one of the first to enlist, and was made

a Second Lieutenant in the First Regiment of Michigan Volunteers. His commission was
issued by Hon. William L. Greenly,* then Governor of Michigan, and bears date December
22, 1847. He entered at once

* See appendix.

26 into the service and sailed with his regiment from New York, landed at Vera Cruz, and
served all through that conflict, marching under General Winfield Scott, from Vera Cruz to
the City of Mexico, and taking part in all the hard fought battles of that famous march. In
this service he lost his health, which he never regained, though always an active man.

He has held many important positions conferred upon him by the suffrages of his fellow
citizens. He was the first recorder elected under our city charter, has held the office of city
treasurer, and been several times elected supervisor, and in every place has discharged
every duty with fidelity and efficiency.

As one of the very earliest settlers in the St. Joseph Valley, he was widely known, and
universally respected and esteemed. He was an honest, true man, a whole souled
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Irishman. He leaves a wife with whom he had lived happily for thirty-four years, an only
daughter, his eldest sister and a younger brother behind him in mourning, beside many
other relatives, and a wide circle of acquaintances, all his friends, who mourn his death.—
Niles Republican , May 14, 1885.

CLINTON COUNTY BY B. O. WILLIAMS
CAPT. CHARLES GRANT

Capt. Charles Grant died at his farm in Bengal, January 11, 1885, aged ninety years, three
months and nine days. He was born in Colrain, Mass., October 2, 1794. With his father,
Isaac Grant, who served in the Revolutionary war and passed the memorable winter of
1778 with Washington at Valley Forge, he moved into Whitingham, Vt., and from there

to Chenango county, N. Y., to the towns of Smyrna and Smithville. While living with his
father at Smithville, the war of 1812 with Great Britain broke out, in which, young as he
was, he took an active part, his motto then, as ever through life, being “My country and
liberty.” He was quartered at Sackett's Harbor, helping to guard that place while Gen.
Brown's army was in Canada. For services rendered in that war he was allowed a pension
of $8 per month from October 28, 1872, until his decease. He was promoted to the rank
of captain. After returning to his home he taught successfully seven terms of school. By
trade he was a carpenter. He was married in 1817. Concluding to try his fortune in the
western wilds he came to Michigan in 27 the fall of 1836, stopping for a time in Ann Arbor.
From there he went to Mason, Ingham county, which place boasted of two inhabitants,
and helped to erect the first saw mill in that place, for Gen. Wadsworth, and also one at
Aurelius, six miles west of Mason. Then going on to Lyons, lonia county, he assisted in
building the first bridge across Grand river at that place. In 1837 he went back to New
York, where he married (for his third wife) Emeline Gillette, of Gainesville. Returning in the
winter of 1838 he worked at his trade until the spring of 1840, when he removed to Bengal,
Clinton county, his family being the third in than township. He built on section 4 the first
frame house of which the town could boast, in which he lived until 1848, when he moved
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to the south half of the northwest quarter of section 2, living there the remainder of his life,
enduring many hardships and privations pertaining to pioneer life, doing nobly his part
during the transition of Clinton county from what seemed to be an endless waste of forest
to one of the finest counties in the State.

He united with the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1871. During his last illness he
frequently said: “I have no fear of death,” lingering without complaint or murmur, only
waiting to be called hence. When near the last he said: “I am going home,” and to friends
who gathered near he beckoned not to weep for him. January 11, 1885, he passed away,
full of years and followed by the love of all who knew the excellence of his thoroughly
manly character. To mourn him he leaves a wife, five sons—C. W. Grant, secretary East
Saginaw board of trade, Rev. Elihu Grant of Fall River, Mass., Eugene Grant, Glyndon,
Minn., Isaac Grant of Reed City, and Loring Grant, who is living on the homestead

in Bengal; and four daughters—Mrs. B. F. Young and Mrs. Frank Harvey of Bengal,

Mrs. John Duncombe, Union City, Pa., and Mrs. M. L. Welter of St. Johns; twenty-one
grandchildren, and twelve great-grandchildren. At his late home in Bengal, on the 13th
inst., the last sad rites were performed by Rev. R. H. Bready of St. Johns. Of the large
concourse of people who gathered to mingle their tears with those of the bereaved, many
could, in memory, recall for half a century his voice, his dignified yet cheerful bearing, his
contempt for anything mean or manly; and, as a generous kind hearted friend and father,
he is deeply unmourned by all who are left behind.

The following lines were written by Mrs. M. L. Welter, in memory of her father, Capt.
Charles Grant:

Dear father, thy days of toil are o'er, As fall the wings of night; And peacefully thy head lay
down, And thy spirit took its flight.

28
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Yes, nobly thou hast toiled Through hardships, pain and woe; But now thy days of toil are
o'er, And thy soul was ready to go.

Thou hast fought thy battles bravely, Through this wilderness below; And many a loved
one thou hast Seen pass to the other shore.

Old age thy form did never bend, But proud and erect thou stood; Like an aged oak in the
forest grand, Till swept down by the flood.

An aged pensioned soldier, Who battled for the right; And nobly stood, both firm and true,
And fought with all thy might.

A strictly honest life thou led, Generous with hand and heart; And never a stranger you
turned out Into the cold and dark.

Yes, honest and just to all mankind, Thou dealt with friend and foe; “Do unto others as ye
would Have others do to you.”

An honest man, God's noblest work, Has passed to the other shore; Oh, may we meet our
father dear, Where parting is no more.

No murmur or complaint was heard, As loved ones cared for thee; As softly falls an
autumn leaf From off the withered tree.

“I'm going home, dear friends,” he said, “Don't weep for me to-night,” And gently waved his
aged hand, And the spirit took its flight.

We loved our dear old father well; Yes, child and grandchild, all; And now we wander here
below, Waiting for our call.

Oh, may we all be gathered home, A large unbroken band; And gather 'round our Father's
throne, And clasp our loved one's hand.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

29
EATON COUNTY BY D. B. HALE

Mrs. Levi Hale died in Eaton, Eaton county, June 28, 1884, aged seventy-two years. She
had been a resident of the county forty-one years; was a native of Vermont.

John Locher died in the township of Benton, Eaton county, July 6, 1884; was a resident of
the township thirty-two years; was born in Germany.

Emanuel DeGraff died in Oneida, Eaton county, July 26, 1884, aged eighty-three years.
He was born in Amsterdam, N.Y., and had been a resident of the State forty-two years,
and of the county thirty-six years.

Geo. W. McClintic died in Eaton, Eaton county, October 10, 1884, aged seventy-seven
years. He was born in Pennsylvania, November 15, 1806.

Mrs. Diana Potter died November 12, 1884, aged eighty-four years, in Benton, Eaton
county, in which county she had resided forty-four years; was a resident of the State fifty-
four years. She was born in Cayuga county, N. Y.

Sueton Fairchilds died in Charlotte, Eaton county, November 24, 1884, aged sixty-nine
years. He had been a resident of the county forty years.

Mrs. Parmelia Hunsiker died in Bellevue, Eaton county, December 12, 1884. She had
been a resident of the county fifty years.

Solomon E. Norton died in the township of Eaton Rapids, Eaton county, January 28, 1885,
aged eighty. He had been a resident of the county forty years.

Ellzey Hayden died at Charlotte, Mich., on the seventh day of February, 1885. He was
born in Orange, Ashland county, Ohio, on the twentieth day of August, 1825, and lived
there on a farm until sixteen years of age. His parents were Miles and Sarah Hayden. He
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was educated in the district schools and at Ashland Academy. He learned the tinners'
trade and afterwards was engaged as a clerk in the dry goods store of S. E. Millett, and
removed with the latter to Charlotte, Mich., in the autumn of 1844. After remaining in

the employ of Mr. Millett a few months, he taught one term of school in the Charlotte
district. He then entered into partnership with his brother John, in the hardware trade,
and so continued for six years, when he purchased the latter's interest and carried on the
business alone until 1860. He was then obliged to retire on account of impaired health.

After spending two years in retirement he was appointed Deputy Collector of Internal
Revenue, which office he held for two years. In 1864 he was elected treasurer of Eaton
county and held that office four terms, declining to be a candidate in 1872. Care of his
personal estate occupied 30 his entire attention until 1881, in which year he was elected
president of the First National Bank of Charlotte, Mich., which position he continued to
occupy until his death. He had served as a director of the bank from its organization in
1871. He was twice married. His first wife was Miss Elizabeth Condon. In 1857 he was
married (a second time) to Miss Celia Crawford who survives him. He also leaves a son
and daughter,—Charles and Mabel.

Very few men have so completely enjoyed the confidence of his associates as did he.
He was possessed of a fine mind, greatly enriched by careful and systematic reading.
His habits were always correct and his integrity unquestioned. As a business man his
judgment was excellent and his operations conservative and uniformly successful,
enabling him to leave a large estate. Originally he was a whig, but joined the republican
party at its birth and continued in its ranks until his death. Although some years in office,
he never sought place, but on the contrary, repeatedly declined positions of honor and
power.

Mary Gunnel died in Eaton Rapids township, March—, 1885, aged eightysix years. She
had been a resident of the county forty years.
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Israel M. Allen died May 12, 1885, in the township of Hamlin, Eaton county. This
gentleman was born in Connecticut, June 20, 1818; moved with his parents, when about
one year old, to the State of Ohio and remained on his father's farm until he became of
age. October 4, 1840, he was married to Miss Hannah Mathers, and November following
moved to Michigan and settled upon a new farm in the township of Tyler, Eaton county. He
buried his wife in 1850. In 1856 he was married to Caroline Ludlow, who died on the third
of March, 1863. He was again married to Elmira R. Nichols, who is still living.

Mrs. A. Dickerson died in Vermontville, Eaton county, aged ninety-four years.
GENESEE COUNTY BY BX-GOV.JOSIAH W. BEGOLE

Charles Seymour, died May 9, 1884, aged 91 years.

Mrs. Mary Bidwell Foote, died June 14, 1884, aged 86 years.

Mrs. Phebe Ann Curle, died September 14, 1884, aged 68 years.

Judge Lewis G. Bickford, died September 18, 1884, aged 68 years.

Mrs. John H. Townsend, died January 26, 1885, aged 70 years.

Edward Sawyer, died February 2, 1885, aged 96 years.

Almira Sawyer, died April 12, 1885, aged 85 years.
31
CHARLES SEYMOUR

Charles Seymour, one of the pioneers of Genesee county, died at Reed City, on May
9, 1884, in the ninety-second year of his age. The deceased was born in Litchfield,
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Connecticut, leaving that place in 1835, and coming direct to Genesee county, and was a
resident of Flushing and Flint nearly fifty years.

MRS. MARY B. FOOTE

Mrs. Mary Bidwell Foote was born in Bath, Steuben county, N. Y., May 17, 1816; died

in the city of Flint, June 14, 1884, aged sixty-eight years. November 27, 1833, she was
married to David Foote, and four years thereafter moved to Willowby, in the State of Ohio.
Their residence in Ohio was brief, for in June, 1838, they moved to Ypsilanti, in this State,
where they resided for over two years, removing to this place in the fall of 1840.

For nearly forty-four years she has resided in Flint, and for the most of that time in what is
now the third ward.

She was the mother of nine children, five of whom died before her, one falling in defense
of his country during the late rebellion. Four survive her, to mourn the loss of one of the
truest and noblest of mothers.

Mrs. Foote was a devoted Christian woman. In early childhood she was thoughtful, prayed
much and was undoubtedly the subject of divine grace. In the winter of 1837-38, attending
revival services held by the Methodists in Willowby, Ohio, she received a full witness of
her acceptance with God, and joined with the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which she
remained a constant and honored member until her death.

November 27th last, a goodly company of friends met at her residence on Church street to
celebrate the golden wedding of David Foote and Mary Bidwell. The poem for the occasion
was composed and read by Rev. Luther Lee, D.D., and an address by Rev. W. H. Shier.
Many golden presents and many precious greetings made the occasion a memorable and
happy one, but the feebleness of Mother Foote cast a shadow of a coming sorrow over the
otherwise joyous event.
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For the past six years Mrs. Foote has been failing rapidly in health and though suffering
much, bore all without a murmur of complaint. Sunday, the 8th inst., she was stricken
down with paralysis, which affected her right side, rendering her helpless and speechless.
Most of the time until her death she seemed conscious of all that was passing around her,
but could only manifest it by pressure of the hand in response to questions.

Saturday evening, June 14, just as the sun was setting, she fell asleep, quietly, peacefully,
without a groan or a struggle, surrounded by children 32 and friends, with her hand in that
of her now bereaved and sorrowing husband

On the morning of her decease there came an invitation from her bridesmaid of fifty years
ago, an invitation to attend her golden wedding, but she had received a message that
could not be denied, a summons to appear at the court of Heaven and be crowned with
immortality.

MRS. PHEBE ANN CURLE

Died in Flint city, September 14, 1884, aged sixty-eight years, eight months and twenty-
one days. Mrs. Curle was born in Mansfield, Warren county, New Jersey; came with her
father, Richard Bray, to Oakland county, Michigan, and settled at Sas-sah-bah Plains,
now Independence. She was married to Wm. S. Curle, January 6, 1836; moved to Mundy
township, Genesee county, and lived there until 1868, when she moved with her family
to the second ward of this city, where she lived up to the time of her decease. Mrs. Curle
leaves her aged husband and five children to mourn the loss of a Christian wife and a
beloved mother, besides a host of friends.

LEWIS G. BICKFORD

Hon. Lewis G. Bickford, one of Flint's oldest and most highly esteemed citizens, died quite
suddenly, at his residence on Kearsley street, city of Flint, at ten o'clock p. m ., September
18, 1884. His health had been impaired for a long time with disease of the kidneys, as well
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as a complication of diseases of other organs of the body, but he had been to his office on
Thursday and was apparently not suffering particular distress, so that the death was quite
unexpected when it came. Soon after retiring he aroused his wife and informed her that he
felt very badly. She gave him some medicine and immediately sent for Dr. Putnam, who
lives across the street. The doctor was not at home and a messenger was then dispatched
for Dr. Willson, but before he could get back Mr. Bickford had passed quietly away.

The deceased was born at Manilu,* N.Y., and was sixty-eight years of age. He came

to Flint in the fall of 1836, erected a wooden building near where Awanaga Hall now
stands, and embarked in general mercantile business, which he followed for some years.
Afterwards he bought a new farm of 120 acres in Burton. He settled upon his farm and
commenced clearing it up and ere many years had it converted into a rich, productive
homestead, which he still owned at the time of his death, besides a large tract which he
had added to it. About thirty years ago he was elected justice of the peace and

* See appendix.

33 has held that office by reélection continually ever since. He was the third register of
deeds elected after the organization of Genesee county. He also filled the office of judge
of probate, recorder of the city of Flint, and various minor positions of public trust, always
discharging the duties with ability. He was the soul of honor, and no citizen of Michigan
ever enjoyed the confidence and esteem of the community in which he lived more than
did Lewis G. Bickford. He came to Genesee county the same year as did Gov. Begole,
Samuel B. Wicks, William P. Crandall and Milton Case, and all were married in the same
year. Mr. Bickford's widow is the only member of his family who survives him.

MRS. J. H. TOWNSEND

Mrs. John H. Townsend breathed her last, at her home in the first ward, on Monday
morning, Jan. 26, 1885, after a tedious illness, borne with exemplary patience, and in
perfect resignation to the will of her Heavenly Father.
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Deceased was the daughter of the late Thomas Tufts, Esq., of Leroy, N. Y., and was
born there on the 16th of June, 1814. She married Mr. TownSend in April, 1839, he being
then in business in Caryville, N.Y., from whence they moved to Missouri. They came

to Flint in 1844, residing on Kearsley street, where Mr. Townsend purchased property
and built the residence formerly known as the Bartow House. In 1847 they went from
Flint to New York City, and thence to Janesville, Wisconsin, and in 1857 came back to
reside permanently in Flint, purchasing one hundred and thirty acres of land from C. S.
Payne, in the first ward, and expending considerable means in improving and enlarging
his present residence, where he settled with his wife and only child. Here deceased drew
around her a large circle of warmly attached friends, and here, as prominent members of
society for a period of twenty-eight or thirty years, she and her husband have enjoyed the
highest respect of our entire community. Few as pure and beautiful characters are found
as that of Mrs. Townsend. Devoted to her loved ones at home she was most happy with
them, notwithstanding her enjoyment of society, when they enjoyed it with her. And we
are assured that she and her husband have not been separated a night in twenty-seven
years, excepting a few days on the occasion of his niece's death. The family was a model
of domestic love and such separations are painful to bear, but hopeful in the assurance
that “God giveth His beloved sleep,” and that we shall all meet our dear ones on the other
side. Deceased leaves a husband and daughter, Mrs. George M. Walker, Mr. Walker and
their little daughter Carrie Louise, to mourn their irreparable loss, in which they have the
sympathy of the entire community. 5

34
EDWARD SAWYER AND ALMIRA SAWYER

Edward Sawyer was born in Piermont, New Hampshire, August 12, 1788, and moved
to Michigan, October 10, 1836. He died February 2, 1885. Almira Sawyer was born in
Sheffield, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, in 1800. Came to Michigan with her husband
in 1836, and died April 12, 1885. Edward Sawyer and Almira Kellogg were married in East
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Bloomfield, Ontario County, New York, in 1818, and lived together sixty-seven years. Mrs.
Sawyer lived just ten weeks after her husband's death.

INGHAM COUNTY BY GEO. H. GREENE

Dr. Minos McRobert, died October 5, 1884, aged 80 years.
Hon. Arnold Walker, died December 5, 1884, aged 63 years.
Lemuel Woodhouse, died February 22, 1885, aged 65 years.
Mrs. Harriet Row, died February 28, 1885, aged 74 years.
Mrs. Jane Olds, died April 4, 1885, aged 76 years.

Geo. F. Strong, died April 14, 1885, aged 72 years.

Dr. Charles H. Darrow, died May 28, 1885, aged 55 years.
Col. A. R. Burr, died June 2, 1885, aged 67 years.

DR. MINOS MC ROBERT

Dr. Minos McRobert died at his home in Mason on Sunday, October 5, 1884, at 2:15 P.M.,
aged eighty years, eight months and nineteen days.

Dr. McRobert was born in Springfield, Vt., February 14, 1804. Four years later he removed
with his parents to Clinton county, N. Y., where he remained until his 25th year. Lured

by the prospective advantages of the west, he departed for Michigan in 1837, and in the
same year located at Mason. He was the first physician in the village and the second to
locate in the county. He built him an office which was used for a great variety of purposes,
serving for a doctor's office, county register's office and in fact almost for a court-house.
Strong in phYSique, and with an experience of five years in the practice of medicine in the
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east, Dr. McRobert was well equipped to grapple with the almost universal sickness of this
new and miasmatic country. His practice was laborious in the extreme. Rides were long
and the exposures great, but he met the labors of his calling with that untirting 35 zeal,
hopefulness and courage which ever characterized him in his long career.

In connection with his practice of medicine he owned and conducted a drug store, which
he sold in 1848 to Dr. D. W. Halstead. In 1850 he ceased the practice of medicine, a
profession which he never afterward resumed.

In 1871, upon the organization of the First National bank, of Mason, he became its
president, a position which he continued to retain up to the time of his death.

He was prominently identified with the growth and development of Mason's commercial
interests, and indeed, of those of the county. He was the first register of deeds, in 1838—
40, and was president of the village in 1871. Although his official life was meager, he

was a public man in a truer sense; he was at the front in every praiseworthy public
enterprise. His contributions to the church and to charitable enterprises were large and
freely bestowed. He was an especial friend to those who were honestly and industriously
struggling to secure a start in life. The men, now prosperous, who have been aided by him
when they were in financial straits can be counted by the score.

In 1841 he was married to Nancy Abbott who, with two daughters and one son, survive
him. His genial, happy, hopeful disposition was displayed most constantly in his home, into
which he always carried sunshine, and where he will be so tenderly remembered, but so
sadly missed.

Although at so advanced an age, his general health had been uniformly good. The only
evidence of feebleness which he displayed appeared in his failing limbs. On Tuesday
morning, September 15, he was suddenly taken with a severe pain in the calf of his right
leg. Although prostrated at the first, the pain slowly abated and at the expiration of a week
had substantially disappeared, when it came on again as suddenly as before, and with
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increased intensity. Dr. Culver was called, who attended him with. devotion and skill, but
nothing could be done to relieve the excruciating pain. The cause of it did not appear until
Monday, when a discoloration of the foot disclosed the relentless presence of gangrene.
Dr. McLean, of Detroit, was summoned, but he could give little encouragement. The
dread disease, impossible to control, pursued its fatal work. Loving hands could minister,
comfort, mitigate, but the physician's skill could not heal.

The funeral services were held at the residence on Tuesday, at 11 o'clock. The floral
offerings to the memory of this beloved and respected pioneer were beautiful and

profuse. Friends who loved him and acquaintances who revered him joined in the

sweet gift of flowers. The services were conducted 36 by Rev. F. L. McCoy, who gave

a skeleton history of his life and work. Rev. E. H. Brockway spoke feelingly of his more
than thirty years' acquaintance with the deceased, and of his old-time kindness and
friendship. Rev. Mr. Baldwin followed, speaking of the great cheerfulness and hopefulness
which he had ever observed in his departed friend. Rev. Mr. McCoy then, in eloquent
language, elaborated the three prominent characteristics which he had noticed in his brief
acquaintance with Dr. McRobert—his activity, his philanthropy, his spirituality. The remains
were inferred in the city cemetery.

Dr. McRobert will be greatly missed in Mason. For forty-seven years his happy face and
helpful hand have been upon her streets. They will be seen no more. Forty-seven years'
continuous residence in one place is a great while; it speaks of a growth with the city, of a
life with the city, of a vivifying part of the city. Dr. McRobert and Mason have been a part of
each other. tie is still a part of Mason, but many hearts are sad when they remember that it
is that part which is the silent city within her borders. A life has gone out which has taken a
great deal with it. An honest, just, generous, kindly, sympathizing, helpful man has died.—
Ingham County News , October 9, 1885.

ARNOLD WALKER
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Hon. Arnold Walker, one of the best known business men of Central Michigan, died at

his home in Leslie, Friday morning, December 5, 1884, aged sixty-three years. He was
born in Gibson. Susquehanna county, Pa., and in 1837 removed to Seneca county, New
York. He was educated in the common schools of his boyhood days, which gave a man
more practical common sense than polish. In other words, Mr. Walker was well fitted for
the rough and tumble of life, and succeeded admirably in overcoming obstacles which
appeared in his business life. In 1844 he came to Ingham county and settled in Vevay
township. He held various offices of trust in his township, took large contracts in railroad
building, and was for many years a director in the Jackson, Lansing & Saginaw Railroad
Company. In 1860 he removed to Leslie, where he resided up to the time of his death. He
represented the southern district of Ingham county in the Legislature during the session
of 1873, and proved to be a most valuable member. He had been extensively engaged in
lumbering and hardware, and was for many years president of the Leslie National Bank.
He leaves a widow, two sons, Claude C. and John, and a daughter, Mrs. S. D. Woodworth,
to mourn his loss.— Lansing Republican December 11, 1884.

37
LEMUEL WOODHOUSE

Lemuel Woodhouse, who died at his home in White Oak township, February 22, 1885,
was a good man in all that the term implies. He was born in New York State in 1819 and
his boyhood was spent in St. Lawrence county of the Empire State, and also in Cuyahoga
county, Ohio. He learned the cabinet maker's trade, also that of mill-wright, and worked

at these professions during his early manhood near Columbus, Ohio. In 1840 he came to
Michigan with his father's family and settled in Unadilla, Livingston county. He was married
to Caroline Ward of Washtenaw county, who still survives him. The fruit of this union was
two children, Mrs. E. Timmerman of this city, and Miss Olive Woodhouse, who lives with
her mother at the old home. He Was a member of the Lansing Blue Lodge of the Masonic
order, but demited from this lodge to become a charter member of the Mason lodge. He
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lived for a time at Leslie, and while a resident of that village was elected county treasurer
and served two terms. This was from 1858 to 1862. After this term of office expired he
removed to Dansville and entered into partnership with D. L. Crossman in the dry goods
trade. This firm had a contract for building the Leslie and Dansville schoolhouses; and
kept a branch store at Leslie during the progress of the work. He was for three years a
resident of Lansing, and was most of that time an efficient clerk in the office of auditor
general. In 1872 he was disabled by the kick of a horse, which confined him to his house
for more than a year. In 1874 he was again elected county treasurer, and reélected in
1876. After the expiration of his term as county treasurer he removed to White Oak, where
he owned a small farm, and a saw and stave mill, which business he was conducting

at the time of his death. He represented the second district of Ingham county in the
constitutional convention of 1867, and was also United States draft commission in 1864.
His remains were buried at Dansville. During his last illness every care and attention that
human mind could devise were given him, but they were of no avail in averting the dread
calamity of death. Besides the ministrations of the family, his sister, Mrs. E. B. Dykeman of
Schoolcraft, spent the last eight weeks at his bedside. His death is universally mourned by
all who knew him, for he had no enemies.— Lansing Republican , February 28, 1885.

MRS. HARRIET ROW

Mrs. Harriet Row, eldest daughter of Nathaniel and Rhoda Hunter, was born in Sharon,
Connecticut, March 6, 1810. On the 18th day of August, 1831, she was married to Gilbert
Row, of the adjoining township of Amenia,

38

Duchess county, N. Y., and on the 12th of September following moved With him to
Sharon, Washtenaw county, Territory of Michigan. She is the very last one of the earliest
pioneers, who, as heads of families, settled in that beautiful location known as “the bend
of the River Raisin.” This was her home continuously for thirty-four years until 1865, when
she came to Lansing with her husband, where they lived for about one year, and then
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made their residence temporarily with a son at Lebanon, Clinton county, Michigan. Gilbert
Row died at that place September 5, 1866. Since that date, and until her death, her home
was at Lansing. He was buried in Sharon, in the old family burying ground, the site of
which overlooks the farm they located and cleared up. Her remains were also taken there
for burial. Her oldest son; William, died in California, September 7, 1857. She leaves three
sons to survive her, Myron Row of Owosso, and Samuel H. and Edwin E. Row, of Lansing.

Before her marriage and at about the age of eighteen years she united with the Methodist
Episcopal Church (in Connecticut), and maintained such connection uninterruptedly until
her death. In the month of June, 1832, the first religious society in Sharon, Washtenaw
county, was organized, at the log house of her husband, by Rev. E. H. Pilcher of the M.

E. Church. At the first organization there were nine members, of which she was one. Mrs.
Row's connection with this church extends, therefore, over a period of fifty-seven years.
She clung with unwavering faith to her early religious teachings, accepting the Bible as the
Word of God and the Lord Jesus Christ as her blessed Savior.

At the time of her death, which occurred at Lansing, February 28, 1885, she was almost
seventy-five years of age, and was in full possession of her mental faculties. About

three years ago she suffered a stroke of paralysis, from which she did not fully recover,
but maintained to the last her remarkably erect form and clear, penetrating voice. Her
death was painless and peaceful. During her later years, and as the last survivor of

the Row brothers and their wives who were pioneers of Sharon, her mind frequently
recurred to those early days. Since her death and among her papers was found in her
own handwriting a few notes of some of the events and recollections of her pioneer life, of
which the following is a copy:

Henry, Conrad and Gilbert Row, three brothers, early pioneers of Michigan, were horn
in Amenia, Duchess county, N.Y., respectively as follows: Henry on December 16,
1794; Conrad on December 10, 1797; Gilbert on April 12, 1802. They with their families
emigrated to Michigan Territory in the fall of 1831. We started September 12, from the
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home of their father, with some household goods. One of Henry's children, Fred, was

just recovering from a severe sickness and had to be carried on a pillow 39 as far as
Poughkeepsie, where the teams left us. We went on board a sloop that night on the
Hudson River, and the next night arrived at Albany; then were on the canal boat, | think,
nearly two weeks before we reached Buffalo; then a long, rough passage across Lake
Erie. Twice we had to put back a long way on account of head winds. | do not now
remember the name of the vessel, but the captain's name was Blake. There was but one
lady on board except myself who did not suffer from sea-sickness. The captain took us

on deck to see some places of interest, and said we would make good sailors. Arriving in
Detroit they bought a yoke of oxen, for which they paid one hundred dollars. They were
very large ones, and one thing | especially remember of them, they were terribly afraid

of Indians. They always had to be chained up to a tree when any Indians were passing.
The brothers brought a wagon with them, which they put together at Detroit and loaded up
with their chests of bedding, clothing, etc., their wives and children on top, and started for
Saline or Lodi, as there they had a cousin, Arba Hurd, and family, who came on the spring
previous. The men walked most of the way, as the roads were nearly impassible, often
having to unload the “live stock” and pry the wagon out of the mud-holes, the handspikes
laying quite thick along the way where other teamsters had used them. But they kept up
good courage, making their cheerful comments on the little log huts that began to appear
on either side, and especially the women had plenty of time during that long, slow ride to
make a great many calculations for the future, which of course were not all realized. In
due time we arrived at Mr. Hurd's house, which, | think, was in Pittsfield—not Lodi, as |
said before. There they left their families and, in company with Smith Lapham (who was
surveyor) and some others, they started out to hunt for land on which to make themselves
homes in this western wild. They located lots in different parts of Washtenaw county, but
finally settled in the town of Sharon, which they helped to name. They were afterwards
joined by two other brothers, Nicholas and John. The name “Row Settlement” was given to
this location, where they all lived many years in great harmony and prosperity. There they
raised their families to men and women. Four of the brothers are gone, and all their wives
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but one. Their remains lay in the old churchyard near what has been known for many
years as Row's Corners.* John Row is still living (over eighty years of age in Jackson
county), and also the wife of Gilbert Row in Lansing. They brought with them to this new
country vital christianity, which they exemplified in their lives and all died in the faith of
the gospel, leaving a good hope that they are gone to rest. Especially may this be said
of Henry Row and wife, who died last, he on August 9, 1875, his wife, Priscilla L. Row,
October 5, 1877. Their house was a home for ministers of the gospel. Their hearts were
open to the calls of humanity and their hands ready to relieve. They both lived to a good
old age and sank peacefully and quietly away to their rest.

* John Row died at Hanover, Jackson county, in October, 1878, aged nearly 87 years.—
SH. R.

Conrad Row died July 27, 1838.
Nicholas Row died October 18, 1841.
Gilbert Row died September 5, 1866.

All were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church—the five brothers and their wives
and many of their children. There are many incidents connected with moving and settling
in a new country which we pioneers love to remember and talk about. The building of

the first log house—the furnishing somewhat different in style from these modern times.
How well | remember the wide stick chimney and fire-place filled with huge logs. The first
bedstead made of tamarack poles, with only one post, the others 40 made fast to the logs.
Our straw ticks filled with marsh hay. Our first table made of a whitewood board with legs
like a sawhorse. Our cupboard, with holes bored in the logs of the house and pins put in
to lay the shelves on. For a little time, until the goods made from Detroit, the bread was
baked in a dish-kettle, with the spider turned over it and coals of fire on top. Then came
the famous tin baker—first, the single reflector which must have coals in the lower part
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in order to bake; then the double reflector, which baked nicely, we thought, not requiring
coals underneath.

We all had good appetites after crossing Lake Erie, and plenty to eat of venison, wild
honey, cranberries, etc. We made our mince pies of pumpkins and cranberries in place of
apples and ate bean porridge instead of bread and milk. Our water for cooking was drawn
in a barrel from Mr. Sloat's, two or three miles, the first winter, and used, except as we
melted snow or ice. In the spring a well was dug. It was nothing uncommon to hear the
wolves howl around our house at night. It seemed there must have been a dozen or more.
Dear were plenty in those days and often crossed the plains in droves. Wild turkeys and
many kinds of game were also common. A company of hunters drove a large bear out of
the woods one day near our house. The neighbors came out with their guns and shot and
killed it. It was loaded on an ox-sled and taken to the schoolhouse that the children might
all see it. At another time, while our family were taking breakfast, we heard an uproar
among the cows and oxen yarded near the house. A huge bear had chased a fawn into
the yard and caught it, but the cattle drove him off, so he had not hurt it much. The bear
made off for the woods, and the little deer was allowed to go where he pleased when he
got over his fright. We were often visited by Indians. Sometimes we let them sleep by our
fire over night without fear.

In the spring of the year the fires used to run over the plains, burning up the dry grass,
fallen timber and many of the trees. Before there was plowing and fencing we could ride
over the country in any direction. Then the green grass would spring up and a succession
of the most beautiful flowers of almost every kind and color. | can never forget that sight
—as far as the eye could reach, like a flower garden. Soon, however, the country became
settled, log houses and sheds, little patches of wheat here and there, and other crops,
with plenty of fever and ague. We bought quinine by the bottle and dosed it out without
stint. Some of us began to think Michigan was a pretty hard place. Often there would not
be well ones enough in a family to care for the sick. But that nearly all passed away with
the Indians, wolves, bears, and big snakes, and civilization, schools, churches and culture

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

have taken their places, and to-day we behold this beautiful country. The first religious
meeting held in the township was at our first log house. | went to visit at Mr. Hurd's, in
Pittsfield, and attended church, or preaching at Francisco's, on Lodi's Plains, by Elijah

H Pilcher, who was the first Methodist minister | had seen in Michigan. | invited him to
come down to the bend of the Raisin and preach a sermon. He accepted, and gave me an
appointment, which we circulated among our neighbors when | returned home. They came
together, a respectable number, and Ezekiel Gavitt, who was Pilcher's colleague, filled the
appointment and left another for four weeks from that time. E. H. Pilcher came at that time
to the house of Gilbert Row and formed a class of nine members. Two of the members
were absent and their letters were given in by their husbands. The names were as follows:
Henry Row and wife, Conrad Row and wife, the wife of Gilbert Row, Anthony Yerkes and
Joseph O. Gilbert. | think this was about June, 1832. The first prayer meeting was held at
Joseph O. Gilbert's, and participated in by Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, and one
Christian by the name of John Cannon.

41
MRS. JANE OLDS

Mrs. Jane Olds departed this life April 4, 1885, in Alaiedon, aged seventy-six years, Six
months and six days.

Our mother has departed, We now for her do mourn; Our hearts are sad and aching Since
she is from us torn.

Her soul doth sleep in Jesus, A peaceful, quiet rest; She is from sin delivered And
numbered with the blest.

Her path on earth was weary, And thorns lay in the way, But now her spirit tasteth Of that
eternal day.
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Oh, yes, quite oft the storm cloud Did gather thick and fast, But now that cloud is lifted,
And is a burden past.

She is now with her husband, Her daughters and her son, Who crossed the sea before
her, When all their work was done.

Her parents and her sisters, Yes, brothers, too, are there, They're singing with the angels,
Their crowns are bright and fair.

Four of us are left to mourn, In this cold world of woe; But we know ‘twill not be long 'Till
we are called to go.

We'll claim you then, dear mother, And sing the songs you sing, And offer praise to Jesus,
Our Savior and our King.

GEORGE F. STRONG

Geo. F. Strong, au old and greatly esteemed resident of this city, died at his home on
Chestnut street, on Tuesday afternoon, April 14, after a painful illness of about three
weeks' duration.

Mr. Strong was born in England, in 1813, and came to this country with his parents when
a lad five years of age. He was apprenticed to a New York book-binder, with whom he
remained until twenty-one years of age, after which he was for several years engaged with
binding establishments in that city and Boston as journeyman and foreman. In 1857 he
removed to Lansing 6 42 Lansing and connected himself with the State printing house.
Six weeks after his arrival he was promoted to the foremanship of the bindery, a position
Which he ably filled for a quarter of a century, enjoying alike the confidence and highest
respect of his employers and brother workmen.
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In 1841, while residing in Boston, he was united in marriage to Miss Mary P. Shea, who
survives him, and shares the heavy burden of his loss with his three sons, John T.,

Geo. E., and J. Frank Strong, all of this city. Mr. Strong was a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church for over fifty years, and united with the congregation of the Central M.
E. Church soon after coming to Lansing. At that time the society had no edifice of its own,
but occupied representative hall in the old capitol. Mr. Strong became one of its trustees
and rendered efficient service in the construction of the present church building. He was
tireless in laboring for the best interests of the society, and every member regarded him
with the utmost esteem and respect

His every-day life was characterized by spotless integrity and honorable dealing with all.
Kindly, affable and generous, he endeared himself to all with whom he came in contact,
and has departed without leaving a single enemy to speak ill of his memory, nor a mean or
unkind action to blot the margin of a clean-cut and noble life.— Lansing Republican , April
16, 1885.

DR. CHARLES H. DARROW

Dr. C. H. Darrow, a prominent citizen and business man, and a former register of deeds

of Ingham county, died at his home in Mason, on Thursday, May 28, 1885, at 11 o'clock
P.M., of consumption. He had been in poor health for many years, but was not confined to
his bed until about a week before his death. It became evident then that he had entered
upon his last sickness, but no one supposed the end would be quite so near. On Thursday
evening, however, he quietly and peacefully breathed his last. The funeral services were
held on Sunday at the Presbyterian Church, conducted by the Rev. C. D. Ellis, assisted
by the Rev. D. Baldwin. The church was beautifully trimmed about the altar with white
flowers in appropriate forms. A large concourse gathered, the church was filled, and as
many more remained outside, who were unable to gain admission.
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Rev. Mr. Ellis's sermon was in the main a sketch of the life of the deceased, especially
delineating the progress of his conversion from skepticism to a lively christian faith. Rev.
Mr. Baldwin followed in a feeling address.

The funeral cortege was the longest that ever entered the Mason cemetery, nearly sixty
teams joining in the procession. And thus was laid to rest the (dust of an honest man.

43

Dr. C. H. Darrow, whose death so sudden, yet expected, we are called upon to announce,
was born on a farm in Princetown, Schenectady county, N. Y., where his boyhood days,
as well as the early days of manhood, were spent. He was the second of five children,

of whom D. J. Darrow was the oldest. At the age of eighteen he was called upon to take
charge of the farm by the sudden death of his father, after an illness of only four days, D.
J. at the time being at college. Having an anxious desire to follow the medical profession
as a life work, such changes were made on the farm as left him free to engage in the study
he so much prized, and as a reward of perseverance and close application to study he
received a diploma from the Albany medical college in 1853. His entire professional work
has been confined to Michigan, and not a few can testify to his skill and success in the
practice of medicine and surgery. Of his life and of his financial success since he became
a resident of Mason, we need not speak. To know him was to know a man of a determined
will, an earnest advocate of the right, a true friend, a christian neighbor. Though in younger
life he was possessed of a good physical constitution, his strict attention to professional
duties made sad inroads upon his health while yet a young man, from which he never
recovered till death relieved him of his silent sorrows and afflictions so patiently borne.

Of his family his wife alone remains, his three children peacefully resting with him in the
grave. He was born April 14, 1830.— Ingham County News , June 4, 1885.

A.R. BURR
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This well-known pioneer, who died at his residence in Lansing, June 2, 1885, was born

in Harrisville township, Medina county, Ohio, April 22, 1818. He was educated in the
common schools, and was married July 6, 1848, to Miss Catharine Foote of Southwick,
Mass. He pursued the vocation of a farmer until elected sheriff of Medina county, which
position he held four years. In 1854 he removed to Lansing, which became his permanent
home. In 1855 he formed a partnership with George K. Grove in the hardware business,
which continued two years. He served the old third ward as alderman for five years, and
was postmaster for two years under President Lincoln. He resigned the latter position, and
afterwards served for several years as a clerk in the auditor general's office. In 1872 he
was elected sheriff of Ingham county, and served the people acceptably in that position
for four years. He died on June 2, the anniversary of the birthday of his only sister, Mrs.
Moore of Alaiedon township, Ingham county. Death came from exhaustion in consequence
of aortic aneurism. In his active 44 days few men were better known or had a larger circle
of friends. He leaves a widow and two children,—Dr. C. B. Burr, assistant physician of

the Eastern asylum at Pontiac, and Miss Stella F. Burr of this city. The funeral services
were held at the family residence, on Grand street, on Friday afternoon at two o'clock. He
was buried with Masonic honors, of which craft he had long been a member.— Lansing
Republican , June 4, 1885.

JACKSON COUNTY BY C. R. TAYLOR

The following is a list of pioneers of Jackson county, aged fifty years and upwards, who
have died during the year 1884, as reported by the supervisors to the county clerk:

Jacob Luther, Jackson, aged 64 years.
Polly Underwood, Jackson, aged 85 years.
Maria Elizabeth Carter, Jackson, aged 62 years.

Elizabeth Kellogg, Jackson, aged 65 years.
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Mahala Croman, Jackson, aged 64 years.
Lydia H. Barrett, Jackson, aged 68 years.
Lewis H. Shout, Jackson, aged 62 years.
Robert Behan, Jackson, aged 79 years.
Alfred D. Eddy, Jackson, aged 64 years.
David G. Heeler, Jackson, aged 76 years.
Francis Larive, Jackson, aged 84 years.
Mary Kellogg, Jackson, aged 54 years.
Patrick Baines, Jackson, aged 66 years.
Mary Jewell, Jackson, aged 64 years.
Spencer Caulkins, Jackson, aged 51 years.
Perry Scott, Jackson, aged 57 years.
Martha Drescoll, Jackson, aged 68 years.
Thomas J. Kent, Jackson, aged 66 years.
Mary V. Hallett, Jackson, aged 64 years.
Maria Ann Dattleson, Jackson, aged 75 years.

Content Preston, Jackson, aged 84 years.
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William Light, Jackson, aged 66 years.
Michael Brennan, Jackson, aged 78 years.

Ashell Bryant, Jackson, aged 71 years.
45

Elizabeth Latta, Jackson, aged 69 years.
Susan Summers. Jackson, aged 73 years.
Chas. B. Hallett, Jackson, aged 80 years.
Mary A. Hallett, Jackson, aged 66 years.
Geo. Gates, Jackson, aged 79 years.
Sylva Foster, Jackson, aged 72 years.
Mordica Mosher, Jackson, aged 64 years.
Adela Johnson, Jackson, aged 63 years.
Sarah McDevitt, Jackson, aged 68 years.
Morgan Johnson, Jackson, aged 78 years.
Harriet S. Blaney, Jackson, aged 66 years.
John Muncie, Jackson, aged 84 years.
Elizabeth B. Cramb, Jackson, aged 57 years.

Margaret Stowell, Jackson, aged 65 years.
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Michael Cognovin, Jackson, aged 62 years.
William Keilman, Jackson, aged 60 years.
Sarah Burnett, Jackson, aged 76 years.
Moses L. Hart, Jackson, aged 75 years.
Matthew Carey, Jackson, aged 78 years.
Nancy Stevenson, Jackson, aged 89 years.
Russell Ford, Napoleon, aged 84 years.
Solomon Alcott, Napoleon, aged 60 years.
Rosanna Smith, Napoleon, aged 68 years.
Louise Winchell, Napoleon, aged 70 years.
Morgan Case, Napoleon, aged 77 years.
Nelson W. Crippen, Liberty, aged 61 years.
E. J. Straight, Liberty, aged 74 years.
Thomas B. Slid, Sandstone, aged 79 years.
Armella Bailor, Sandstone, aged 65 years.
Mary A. Raymond, Sandstone, aged 65 years.

John Ackerson, Sandstone, aged 66 years.
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Cyrus Coy, Sandstone, aged 77 years.
Frances H. Rogers, Sandstone, aged 82 years.
Betsey Lewis, Sandstone, aged 88 years.
Ephraim Gary, Sandstone, aged 61 years.
Thomas Cuff, Sandstone, aged 73 years.
Chester Wall, Sandstone, aged 76 years.
David Harrington, Sandstone, aged 78 years.

Mary Hammill, Sandstone, aged 72 years.
46

Margaret M. Jones, Norvell, aged 80 years.
Alvinza Hunt, Norvell, aged 75 years.

Anna Green, Norvell, aged 74 years.
Edward Potter, Norvell, aged 76 years.
Michael Baghan, Norvell, aged 60 years.
Samuel St. John, Leoni, aged 65 years.
Talmadge Stevens, Concord, aged 67 years.
Sabrina Bigelow. Concord, aged 63 years.

John Whittaker, Concord, aged 61 years.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

John Falls, Concord, aged 76 years.
Nathan Durgey, Concord, aged 76 years.
Norman Webster, Concord, aged 80 years.
Frederick H. Loder, Concord, aged 62 years.
Wm. Rath, Concord, aged 76 years.

Don C. Scranton, Concord, aged 63 years.
Wm. R. Potter, Pulaski, aged 75 years.
Peter B. Vronan, Pulaski, aged 80 years.
William Nowlin, Pulaski, aged 80 years.
William Condon, Pulaski, aged 80 years.
Wm. C. Hurd, Blackman, aged 70 years.
Daniel Harris, Rives, aged 62 years.
Charity Barns, Parma, aged 74 years.
Morris Dooley, Parma, aged 88 years.
Anna C. Smith, Parma, aged 74 years.
Ebenezer Gibbs, Parma, aged 71 years.

Alvira Johnson, Spring Arbor, aged 61 years.
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Peter Carter, Spring Arbor, aged 76 years.
Amazrah Parder, Spring Arbor, aged 91 years.

David Houghstacker, Spring Arbor, aged 96 years.

KALAMAZOO COUNTY BY HENRY BISHOP
Catharine Ulem, died March 19, 1884, aged 116 years.
Martin Heydenburk, died June 11, 1884, aged 85 years.

Jonas Allen, died —, 1884, aged 79 years.
47
Royal T. Balch, died September 12, 1884, aged 66 years.

David S. Bronson, died October 11, 1884, aged 80 years.
Sophronia Ann Vosburg, died October 11, 1884, aged 78 years.
Caleb Sweetland, died November 28, 1884, aged 82 years.
Lucius L. Clark, died December 15, 1884, aged 68 years.
Johnson Rix, died January 24, 1885, aged 94 years.

John Millham, died February 7, 1885, aged 80 years.

Albert G. Towers, died February 7, 1885, aged 78 years.

Capt. Rollin C. Denison, died March 4, 1885, aged 63 years.
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Judge Hezekiah G. Wells, died April 4, 1885, aged 73 years.
Alexander Buell, died April 17, 1885, aged 78 years.

Allen Potter, died May 8, 1885, aged 66 years.

BRIEF NOTICES

Died, in the township of Alamo, March 19, 1884, Catharine Ulem, aged one hundred
and sixteen years, three months and nine days. The supervisor who made the return of
Mrs. Ulem's age informed the county clerk that the daughter was in possession of well
authenticated records to prove her age.

Martin Heydenburk* was born in Hampton, Queen's county, New York, September 19,
1798, and came to Michigan, November, 1824. He died at Marshall (on his way to Lansing
to attend the State Pioneer meeting), June 11, 1884. His first residence in Michigan was at
Mackinac, where he labored for some years as a missionary among the Indians. He was
very zealous through life in the cause of temperance and christianity.

* See appendix.

Jonas Allen was born in Chester, Winsor county, Vermont, October 21, 1805. He settled in
Schoolcraft, Kalamazoo county, Michigan, June 24, 1837. He was for a number of years
the principal worker in iron; in his shop was made the first scalloped edged straight sickle
for cutting grain for Moore's large harvester, supposed to be the first successful cutter
used in the United States. He died respected by all who knew him.

Died, in the township of Oshtemo, Kalamazoo county, September 12, 1884, Royal T.
Balch, in the sixty-seventh year of his age. He was an earnest christian, a good citizen and
a pattern farmer.
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David S. Bronson died in the township of Comstock, Kalamazoo county, October 11, 1884,
aged eighty years. He was one of Michigan's worthy pioneers.

Sophronia Ann Vosburg died in the township of Charleston, Kalamazoo county, October
11, 1884, aged seventy-eight years. She was one of the early pioneers.

48

Died, in the city of Kalamazoo, November 28, 1884, Caleb Sweetland, aged eighty-two
years and seven months. He was born in Cazenovia, N. Y., April 30, 1802; settled in the
township of Portage, Kalamazoo county, May, 1831, and resided on a farm for a few
years, when he was elected sheriff and served one term. He also served two terms as
treasurer of the county; afterwards engaged as a merchant and lumber dealer. He died
respected by all.

Lucius L. Clark died in Kalamazoo, December 15, 1884. Mr. Clark was born in Hawley,
Mass., November 29, 1816. He came to Michigan and settled in Kalamazoo, June 5, 1839,
as a dry goods merchant which business he continued until the day of his death, being the
oldest continuous merchant, at the time of his death, in the county of Kalamazoo; and one
who always enjoyed his full share of the trade.

Johnson Rix died in the township of Texas, Kalamazoo county, the 24th day of January,
1885, aged ninety-four years.

John Millham died in the township of Portage, Kalamazoo county, February 7, 1885, aged
eighty years. He was one who did his full share in converting the wilderness into fruitful
fields.

Died, in the township of Texas, Kalamazoo county, February 7, 1885, Albert G. Towers,
aged seventy-eight years. He was a farmer by occupation and one that was always
contented with farm life.
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Capt. Rollin C. Denison was born January 28, 1823, and died March 4, 1885; was
commissioned as a Captain in the Tenth Cavalry, August, 1861. He resigned from the
service on account of disability, April 23, 1863.

Alexander Buell died April 17, 1885. He was born in Killingsworth, Connecticut, December
24, 1807, and settled in Kalamazoo, November 24, 1834.

Hon. Allen Potter was born in Galloway, Saratoga county, N. Y., October 2, 1818, and died
at Kalamazoo, May 8, 1885. He was one of nature's noblemen, the poor man's friend in
time of need, a man of the people and for the people in the best sense of that term; it is but
simple truth to say that he was loved by thousands, and esteemed and respected by the
entire community.

JUDGE HEZEKIAH G. WELLS*
* See appendix.

was born at Steubenville, Ohio, June 16, 1812, and died April 4, 1885, at his residence
in Kalamazoo. As a personal friend and from an intimate acquaintance of his for forty-
four years, | deem it not amiss, in my poor way, to say a few words regarding him. Judge
Wells commenced the practice of law in Schoolcraft and in acting as the agent of foreign
real estate 49 owners and money lenders. So much was he in sympathy with the pioneer
settlers of his town and county, that instead of counseling litigation, he was their friend
and adviser, in preventing them from foolishly squandering property they had endured
so much to obtain; he was an excellent office lawyer; no man, however poor, failed, on
calling on him, to get friendly advice, and for whom he always drafted all papers necessary
in settling difficulties between man and man that was seldom appealed from, and a very
large amount of this kind of service was rendered gratuitously. He was a marked man

in whatever place he was called to fill; he was fearless in the right; a man of temperate
habits, of good moral and Christian character, whose everyday life was devoted in trying
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various ways to better the condition of the present and the rising generation, by aiding
and assisting in devising a good code of laws for town, county and State. He was an
active, working member in framing the constitution of the State, and devoted gratuitously
a large portion of his active life in various ways for the good of the Public. He rendered
much valuable service in this way to the town of Schoolcraft, and since his residence in
Kalamazoo he has served as president of the village a number of years, and many of our
most important public improvements were devised and carried to completion under his
administration. Our public school system is largely indebted to his untiring perseverance in
laying the foundation of what we now feet so justly proud of, in seeing its benefits equally
enjoyed by the poorest citizens as with the rich. The Michigan Female Seminary is largely
indebted to him for his valuable services in giving of his own means and inducing others
to become its patrons. He was president of the Agricultural College for a number of years,
and was of great assistance to that valuable school in making it a model institution of
which the people of the State of Michigan feel so justly proud; he has also acted very
intelligently and acceptably as president of the county and State Pioneer Societies, and
has left many valuable items of history on record as such presiding officer.

Judge Wells has held some public trust almost continuously for over fifty years, since his
residence in the State, and most of the time his valuable services were either gratuitous
or performed for a very small salary. The writer has been intimately acquainted with him
for the past forty-six years and never knew him to refuse his services where the public
demanded them, however undesirable the office may have been. | have never known him
to obtain any office where he received a compensation adequate to the service rendered
until he received from President Grant, and subsequently from President Arthur, the
appointment of Presiding Judge of the Court of 7 50 Alabama Claims. This was to him
and his many friends a very gratifying appointment, as it placed him in circumstances that
enabled him to enjoy a competence to the close of life and fully meet his ambitious desire
to occupy some higher position than he had heretofore held as a public servant.
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Judge Wells has left a widow (but no children) whose devotion to him through life, and
particularly so during his last sickness, was richly shown in her Watchful and painstaking
care of him. His many friends condole with her and deeply sympathize for her in this great
bereavement. May He who doeth all things well sustain her in her loneliness.

KENT COUNTY BY W. L. COFFINBURY

[For Robert Hilton.]

Heman Leonard, died February 21, 1884, aged 72 years
Bradley C. Weaver, died June 23, 1884, aged 62 years
Elisha M. Adams, died June 27, 1884, aged 82 years
Solomon Wright, died June 24, 1884, aged 68 years

Mrs. Eliza Davis, died January 22, 1885, aged 79 years
Thompson Sinclair, died January 23, 1885, aged 67 years
Andrew DeWitt Stout, died January 28, 1885, aged 84 years
HEMAN LEONARD

Mr. Heman Leonard, well known throughout Grand Rapids and vicinity, died at the family
residence at 4 a. m ., February 21, 1884. The deceased was born in Parma, N. Y., April
15, 1812. At the age of twenty-one he went to Canada, where he spent two years, from
1833 to 1835, working at the carpenter's trade. In 1836 he came to Michigan, settling
near Adrian on a farm, where he remained about a year; then moved to Sturgis. From the
latter place he came to Grand Rapids in 1842, kept the Eagle hotel for a time, and in 1844
engaged in the grocery trade at 31 Monroe street. changing gradually from the grocery
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to the crockery business about 1863. in which he continued during his life. About 1868

he replaced the original wood building with a fine brick block. He was twice married, his
second wife dying a few months ago. A man of great energy of character, Mr. Leonard was
identified largely with the local interests of this city for a long term of years, 51 and will long
be remembered as one of the most estimable of the army of pioneers who did so much to
lay the foundation for a great city. Mr. Leonard had been in poor health for about twelve
years. In 1872 he suffered a paralytic stroke, which was followed in 1875 by partial nerve
paralysis, and since 1879 had been a confirmed invalid. He retained his consciousness till
within a day or two of his death. His sons, Chas. H., Frank E. and Fred H., are well known
citizens, of late years associated with him in business.

BRADLEY C. WEAVER

Mr. Bradley C. Weaver. one of the most respected of the early settlers of Byron township,
died at his home on Monday, June 23, 1884, of liver complaint, age sixty-two years, nine
months and three days. He had been ill for several months and his death was expected
by his friends, who gave up hope of his recovery weeks ago. He did not suffer severely
during his illness, or at least did not complain of pain, but continually complained of a tired,
exhausted feeling that clung to him to the last.

Mr. Weaver was born in Tolland county, Connecticut, Sept. 20, 1822. In March, 1846, he
married Miss Sallie Butler of Darien, Genesee county, New York, and in the same year
they moved to their new home in what was then a Michigan wilderness, and began the
struggles incident to pioneer life. Being frugal, honest and industrious they were successful
from the first, and Mrs. Weaver is left with a competency in the shape of one of the best
farms in Kent county. Their only surviving child, Wallace C., who is married, will move to
the old homestead and take charge of its affairs.

Five brothers and two sisters survive Mr. Weaver. Two of his brothers settled in Byron on
farms adjoining his about the same time that he came to Michigan. Two others came later,
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and all live there yet. The oldest brother and a younger sister live in Genesee county, N.
Y., and the other sister, Mrs. Mary Grover, lives in Dorr, Allegan county, and with her his
father, Sebra Weaver, who is now almost ninety years old.

Bradley C. Weaver was a plain, honest, open-hearted, social man. He was a generous,
kind-hearted husband and father, a true friend and neighbor, and his death is sincerely
regretted by hundreds of friends and acquaintances.

ELISHA M. ADAMS

Another old settler passed away, Friday morning, June 27, 1884,—Mr. Elisha M. Adams,
of 144 North Division street, Grand Rapids. Mr. Adams was a native of Duchess county,
New York, where he was born June 2, 1802. He came to this city in 1851, and ever since
was a familiar personage upon 52 our streets, pursuing the even tenor of the way of a
man chiefly absorbed in business and wasting no time. He was a careful, cautious man,
conscientious and exact, with strong religious feelings, an esteemed citizen who will be
missed from the circle of the older residents. A man of temperate and regular habits, he
attained great age, and passed away quietly to the common home of mankind. He was a
member of the old Residents' Association.

SOLOMON WRIGHT

Mr. Solomon Wright, for nearly 50 years a resident of this county, died Sunday morning,
June 29, 1884, at 10 o'clock, at his residence in Paris township, of apoplexy. He rose

that morning apparently as well as usual and went out to milk. He was found shortly
afterward unconscious, and was carried into the house. He did not recover consciousness.
and died at 10 o'clock. He was born in Wayne county, N. Y., March 18, 1818, and in
November, 1837, came to the town of Alpine, this county, where he became one of

the most prominent farmers of the community. About a year ago he removed to Paris
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township. He leaves a wife, three daughters, and a son. He was a member of the Masonic
fraternity and of the Old Settlers' Association.

MRS. ELIZA DAVIS

Mrs. Eliza, wife of Ebenezer Davis of Wyoming, died January 22, 1885, of heart disease,
aged seventy-nine. Her death was very sudden, she being apparently as well as usual up
to the last fifteen minutes. Mrs. Davis was one of the pioneers, the family having come to
Grand Rapids in 1836 from Wilson, Niagara county, N. Y. She was a native of Burlington,
Vt. Her husband, Mr. Ebenezer Davis, who survives her, is about eighty-five years old, and
she was the mother of Supervisor James N. Davis and Ex-Deputy Sheriff Horace Davis of
this city, and Reuben E., Jerome G., Eliza S. and Emeline B. Davis of Wyoming township,
and Mrs. J. A. Knowles and Mrs. Lucy J. Moody. The family has been almost absolutely
free from deaths during fifty years. Mrs. Davis leaves behind her children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and hosts of warmly attached friends.

THOMPSON SINCLAIR

By all of the, old settlers of Grand Rapids and vicinity, as well as a host of other warm
friends, the announcement of the death of Mr. Thompson Sinclair, which occurred at the
family residence on Lyon street, January 23, 1885, was received with the profoundest
sentiments of regret and sadness. Mr. Sinclair was one of the pioneers of western
Michigan, and in his long 53 residence here, alike as an individual and in his official
capacity of justice of the peace (which responsible office he has filled for about thirty-
five consecutive years), he has maintained an invariable reputation for kindliness,
courtesy, and a most conscientious discharge of every responsibility. Always cheerful,
accommodating, regular at his post of duty, and prompt, intelligent and impartial in his
rulings and decisions, he was a model officer, and as a citizen, in all the long course of
his residence here, he has only added to the long list of his friends, and leaves behind
him a record spotless in its purity. In his family relations, no man could be more devoted
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and tender as a husband or affectionate and indulgent as a father than Mr. Sinclair. He
was the father of five children, Messrs. A. Porter, Thompson, W. Fred and David Sinclair
and Mrs. Stewart Johnson, all of whom are now living and nearly all reside here, and is
also survived by his wife, a most estimable lady, nee Miss Eunice White, to whom he was
united in marriage at Clinton, Michigan, October 17, 1843. Col. R. P. Sinclair, one of our
best known settlers and most prominent citizens. is a brother of the deceased.

Mr. Sinclair was born in Romulus, Seneca county, [N.Y.] on the 18th of June, 1819, and
was therefore sixty-six years old ar the time of his death. He had a thorough college
education. In 1840, in company with his father and brother, Samuel, he removed to Ann
Arbor, Michigan, where he and his brother embarked in the dry goods trade. At the same
time he conducted a flouring mill located at Dixborough. As above stated, he was married
in 1843. In 1845, still retaining his business connections in Ann Arbor, he came to Grand
Rapids with his family, and opened a dry goods store on Monroe street. In 1850 he was
elected justice of the peace, which office he has held, with the exception of a single year,
ever since. Very few of his decisions have ever been reversed. He was admitted to the
bar in 1878. Mr. Sinclair has been in delicate health for three years past, suffering from
catarrh of the throat About a year ago he had an attack of paralysis, from which he never
recovered. He has managed to be about and has attended to all the details of his business
with his accustomed fidelity, but has in reality been an invalid all the time. Yesterday
morning he arose as usual about 9 o'clock, and while dressing himself, fell over upon the
bed, and renmained unconscious until his death, which was painless, and occurred about
6:45 o'clock in the afternoon. Dr. Johnson, the family physician, and Dr. Brady, who was
also in attendance yesterday, state that the immediate cause of death was the bursting
of a blood vessel of the brain. Justice Holcomb was present with the family at the final
moment, and says that he never witnessed a more peaceful passing away, and never
knew an abler, purer Magistrate.

54
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ANDREW DE W. STOUT

Died, at the residence of his daughter, Mrs. Samuel Stevens of Ottawa, January 28, 1885,
Andrew De Witt Stout, aged eighty-four years. The death of this man deserves more than
a passing notice. He was born in Huntington county, New Jersey, February 12, 1801, and
removed to Seneca county, New York, in 1825. In 1827 he was married to Miss Phoebe
Quick. He was a blacksmith by trade, and was known far and near for his athletic feats.
He removed to Northville, Mich., in 1832, and in July of 1834, after a long and perilous
journey over poor wagon roads, he, Together with his family, reached Grand Rapids,

and on what is now Monroe street, built the first blacksmith shop of this flourishing city. In
1837, as the northern part of Kent county, began to be settled, he was appointed to take
charge of the ferry boat at Plainfield, and built a hotel and blacksmith shop in connection
with it. Several years after he exchanged his hotel for a farm in Courtland. and that in

turn for a farm near Plainfield, which he owned at the time of his death. His house was
always a home for friends and relatives, and his door was ever open to the stranger. His
benevolence was proverbial. He was a Democrat of the old school, having cast three
votes for Gen. Jackson. He was the father of eight children. six of whom live to mourn his
death,Mrs. Samuel Stevens of Ottawa, Andrew and John Stout of Courtland, Mrs. Emma
Clark of Kansas, Samuel Stout of Plainfield, and Mrs. Alice Hinman of Sparta. He was a
kind husband and an indulgent father. He was buried in Plainfield cemetery, on the 30th of
January last, beside his wife, who had gone before.

“So let his children's children go their way; Go and do likewise, leaving neath the sod An
honest man the noblest work of God.”

LENAWEE COUNTY BY F. A. DEWEY

[For F. R. Stebbins.]
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Pioneers of Lenawee county who have died during the year beginning June 10, 1884, and
ending June 15, 1885:

“Deaths in June, 1884:
Mrs. Philo Wilson, Fairfield, aged 82 years.
James Tourner, Adrian city, aged 71 years.

Phebe Skinner, Macon, aged 80 years.
55

Sirrel C. Lebaron, Tecumseh, aged 76 years.
Lambert L. Bouch, Adrian city, aged 76 years.
John Butrick, Franklin, aged 78 years.

Maria Brewer, Tecumseh, aged 63 years.

Mr. Johnson Clinton, aged 72 years.

Deaths in July, 1884:

Mrs. S. B. Crane, Blissfield, aged 77 years.
Alvin Joslin, Woodstock, aged 63 years.
Stephen Aldrich, Raisin, aged 82 years.
James Hurley, Adrian city, aged 72 years.

Samuel L. Rice, Ogden, aged 75 years.
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Price Mann, Seneca, aged 68 years.

Wm. A. Clark, Blissfield, aged 68 years.
Orlando S. Stevens, Clinton, aged 78 years.
Mrs. J. A. Chandler, Adrian city, aged 81 years.
Mrs. L. Ormsby, Deerfield, aged 71 years.

Mrs. Polly D. Eddy, Tecumseh, aged 66 years.
Mrs. Harriet M. Smith, Dover, aged 78 years.
John T. Comstock, Rollin, aged 77 years.
Phebe Chatfield, Raisin, aged 74 years.
Deaths in August, 1884:

John Skinner, Macon, aged 81 years.
Elizabeth R. Stebbins, Adrian city, aged 67 years.
Asa Rosacrans, Tecumseh, aged 72 years.
Agnes Campbell, Franklin, aged 79 years.
Mary Turner, Woodstock, aged 91 years.
Philop Hathway, Ridgeway, aged 96 years.

Deaths in September, 1884:
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John Dowling, Cambridge, aged 82 years.
Prudence Snedicor, Tecumseh, aged 63 years.
Henry Williams, Addison, aged 80 years.

Ansel Main, Hudson, aged 83 years.

Robert Brighton, Cambridge, aged 80 years.
Asa Day, Adrian city, aged 91 years.

Wm. F. Pierce, Madison, aged 82 years.
Emeline Wilcox, Blissfield, aged 76 years.
Abram Avery, Woodstock, aged 80 years.

Kern Avery, Woodstock, aged 76 years.

Wm. King, Rollin, aged 75 years.
56

Stephen Power, Hudson, aged 80 years.
Edwin Johnson, Hudson, aged 60 years.
Deaths in October, 1884:

Wm. H. Montgomery, Hudson, aged 77 years.
Mrs. Sherard, Cambridge, aged 87 years.

Mrs. Elsie Camburn, Franklin, aged 82 years.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

Horatio Bartlett, Clinton, aged 55 years.
William Colyer, Blissfield, aged 76 years.
Wm. Dutton, Adrian city, aged 72 years.
Deaths in November, 1884:

Mrs. Saviers, Franklin, aged 70 years.
Adeline Hatheway, Blissfield, aged 90 years.
Lucretia Parks, Clinton, aged 90 years.
Mrs. Aaron Brooks, Clinton, aged 68 years.
John Keeney, Franklin, aged 74 years.
Jane Gifford, Morenci, aged 58 years.
Permelia Vale, Fairfield, aged 66 years.
Mrs. J. C. Grant, Dover, aged 66 years.
Renry Burns, Rome, aged 71 years.
Abraham O. Berry, Fairfield, aged 89 years.
William Wilber, Fairfield, aged 95 years.
Mrs. J. R. Severns, Clinton, aged 75 years.

Deaths in December, 1884:
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Catherine Rose, Hudson, aged 79 years.
Calvin Lawrence, Tecumseh, aged 79 years.
Israel Phelps, Medina, aged 71 years.
William Bennett, Hudson, aged 70 years.
Wm. B. Schermerhorn, Hudson, aged 51 years.
Benjamin Drew, Adrian city, aged 77 years.
T. D. Jermain, Adrian city, aged 61 years.
Hila Morley, Woodstock, aged 79 years.
Betsy Wilsey, Woodstock, aged 79 years.
Deaths in January, 1885:

John Wooster, Woodstock, aged 72 years.
David H. Goodale, Adrian city, aged 75 years.
Thomas More, Madison, aged 63 years.
James W. Foot, Seneca, aged 80 years.

Mrs. Joslyn, Medina, aged 90 years.

Geo. Ormsted, Rome, aged 73 years.
57

Mrs. Frank Bowen, Adrian city, aged 42 years.
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Ira Camburn, Franklin, aged 73 years.

Jesse Powell, Seneca, aged 60 years.

Henry Skinner, Fairfield, aged 94 years.
Jacob Bovee, Hudson, aged 76 years.

Sally Upton, Medina, aged 70 years.

Lucy Ross, Rome, aged 80 years.

Lyman Lane, Fairfield, aged 80 years.

Mr. Flowerley, Palmyra, aged 80 years.

R. J. Bradley, Adrian city, aged 70 years.
Daniel Clark, Deer field, aged 77 years.
Deaths in February, 1885:

James Keegan, Deerfield, aged 79 years.
Elihu Ford, Deer field, aged 87 years.

Isaac L. Hayward, Adrian city, aged 70 years.
Nathaniel S. Wheeler, Adrian, aged 77 years.
Allan Everett, Tecumseh, aged 78 years.

Amanda Keeney, Cambridge, aged 63 years.
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Sanford Hause, Ridgeway, aged 80 years.
Thomas T. Romeyn, Clinton, aged 86 years.
Thomas Hendershot, Clinton, aged 48 years.
Catherine Crane, Madison, aged 71 years.
Alfred Crane, Madison, aged 75 years.

Edwin P. Wood, Tecumseh, aged 60 years.
E. D. Allen, Morenci, aged 62 years.

Deaths in March, 1885:

L. D. Dewey, Tecumseh, aged 77 years.

Mrs. E. Harmon, Lake Ridge, aged 75 years.
Crowell Eddy, Franklin, aged 68 years.

Lydia S. Wooden, Cambridge, aged 72 years.
Deaths in April, 1885:

Mrs. F. S. Dunkam, Petersburg, aged 79 years.
Mr. Fowler, Palmyra, aged 84 years.

Mrs. Fowler, Palmyra, aged 82 years.

Mrs. I. Lowe, Fairfield, aged 73 years.
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Margaret Fellows, Cambridge, aged 72 years.
Luther Scoot, Medina, aged 76 years.
Henry Langdon, Franklin, aged 78 years.

Mrs. Bagley, Hudson, aged 104 years.
58

Charles Broops, Clinton, aged 70 years.
Jesse Russell, Cambridge, aged 88 years.
Clarissa Drake, Cambridge, aged 70 years.
James H. Linesay, Fairfield, aged 74 years.
Alonzo More, Palmyra, aged 82 years.
William F. Doke, Tecumseh, aged 73 years.
W. J. Boulton, Palmyra, aged 75. years.
Thomas Smith, Blissfield, aged 73 years.
Almyra Cleveland, Raisin, aged 83 years.
Sumner F. Spafford, Tecumseh, aged 77 years.
Maria Spafford, Tecumseh, aged 82 years.
Mrs. C. K. Spafford, Clinton, aged 44 years.

Patrick Derby, Hudson, aged 84 years.
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Deaths in May, 1885:

Timothy Duel, Tecumseh, aged 75 years.
Peter Vandewater, Adrian city, aged 96 years.
Daniel S. Edwards, Adrian city, aged 78 years.
Mrs. Rollin Robertson, Palmyra, aged 72 years.
Mrs. Sarah Rogers, Macon, aged 96 years.
Andrew Van Sickle, Seneca, aged 85 years.
Mrs. Robert Boyd, Tecumseh, aged 73 years.
Phebe Johnston, Cambridge, aged 85 years.
Deaths in June, 1885:

Emily Bond, Rome, aged 70 years.

Mrs. John Johnson, Rome, aged 88 years.
Amos Stocking, Tecumseh, aged 85 years.
Peter Waldron, Clinton, aged 70 years.

Mrs. Melora Brown, Adrian city, aged 93 years.
Elizabeth Turner, Tecumseh, aged 74 years.

Peter Trexler, Morenci, aged 80 years.
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Mrs. S. Wolf, Seneca, aged 58 years.

The whole number that died during the year was 138, the average age being seventy-five
years. Of these 69 were over seventy years of age, 46 were over eighty years, while one
(Mrs. Bagley of Hudson) had reached the advanced age of one hundred and four years.
All had been residents of Lenawee county twenty-five years or more.

L. D. DEWEY

As the sturdy oaks of the forest fall before the woodman's ax. so the honored pioneers
of the county fall before the sickle of Death. One by one 59 they leave the pleasures and
hopes, together with the sorrows and disappointments of this life and take up their abode
in the silent city of the dead. They are gone but not forgotten. Though their forms may
crumble to dust, the works of their hands will live after them, and when these have also
passed away, their memories will still survive, fondly cherished by future generations.

On Thursday, March 5, 1885, many of the friends and relatives assembled to pay the last
sad rites to one whom they shall see no more upon earth, Lorenzo D. Dewey. During the
solemn funeral service which was held at the residence of the deceased, the minister,
Rev. Geo. W. Hudson, read by request the following brief history of the life of the departed:

Lorenzo Dow Dewey was born in Hanover, New Hampshire, April 29, 1808. He there
learned the first rudiments of the English language. In the year 1820 he was a pupil

at that celebrated seminary of education, Phillips Academy, Exeter, N. H., where he
graduated with honor. A few years later he was a student at Dartmouth Medical College,
Hanover, and after two years diligent study at that institution, he received from the hands
of President Mussey a diploma, but he never practiced medicine. During the year 1828 he
was in Florida and was engaged in a store at St. Augustine for a year.

A little over fifty-five years ago he came to Tecumseh. driving two horses and a carriage
from Buffalo over the wilderness roads. Three years later he was general manager of all
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the mail routes and stages which left Detroit. A large and successful business was carried
on under his management. The office controlled the routes to Ohio, Pontiac, Ann Arbor,
and Chicago. After holding this position about four years he gave it up on account of ill
health and by the advice of his physician returned to Tecumseh. In 1833 he was married in
Detroit to Miss Maranda Olmstead. For several years he was successfully engaged in the
hardware business in Tecumseh.

In the month of September, 1876, while in usually good health, he was stricken down
with paralysis. From that day until the day of his death he has been confined to his house
a greater part of the time. Mr. Dewey was the father of three sons and three daughters,
all married. During the eight years of ill health all that could be accomplished by a kind,
devoted wife and willing children to relieve his wants was done. He died at his farm
residence, March 1, 1885, at eight o'clock P.M., aged seventy-six years and ten months.

He has obeyed the Savior's injunction, gone to be here no more. Strong integrity of
character supported him in the active duties of life and did not 60 fail him as the shades
of night gathered around and death quietly cut the silver cord. His labors are finished and
the best eulogy that can be said or written concerning his life is the sweet memories of a
kind, good husband and father, which are embalmed in the hearts of the now bereaved
wife and children. Also a large circle of friends will cherish his memory as that of a good
citizen gone to the silent tomb.

MARQUETTE COUNTY BY HON. PETER WHITE
HON. J. P. PENDILL

Monday afternoon, March 9, 1885, about two o'clock. Mr. J.P. Pendill, while back of his
store, in some manner overstrained himself in lifting. Shortly after he entered his house
and complained of severe pains in the chest and abdomen. Dr. Thiell was summoned, but
he did not think there was anything serious the matter, and, after giving him an opiate to
allay the pain, left. Immediately after, the pains increased in severity and spread over all
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the body, and he died a few minutes after. His son, James Pendill, Jr., had summoned
Dr. Northrup, but before the physician arrived Mr. Pendill had passed away from earth. He
was aged seventy-three years.

Mr. Pendill was born in New York state, near Batavia. He came to Michigan in 1845 and
located at Sault Ste. Marie, from which place he moved to Marquette ten years later, and
to Negaunee in 1867, living there seven years, after which he located in Marquette, where
he has resided ever since.

In 1872 he was elected mayor of Negaunee, and re-elected in 1873. In 1879 he was
elected mayor of Marquette and filled the office for three successive terms.

In the administration of public affairs Mr. Pendill displayed the same life and activity that
characterized the conduct of his own business. He was the first mayor of Negaunee, and
during his incumbency instituted reforms and improvements that will long remain. While
mayor of this city, his administration was energetic and progressive, and will be long
remembered by the citizens.

Personally, Mr. Pendill was scrupulously honest, and although blunt in his manner at
times, he was generous and charitable, and was extremely popular in this community.

61

He was quite wealthy at the time of his death, and most of his property is located here
and in Negaunee. During his residence in the two cities he did a general merchandise
business, and accumulated his wealth by strict integrity and attention to business.

He leaves a wife, three sons and a daughter, all of whom have the sincere sympathy of a
wide circle of friends.— Marquette Mining Journal , March 10, 1885.

The shock caused by the unexpected and sudden death of Hon. James P. Pendill, on
Monday afternoon, to us, and in fact this whole community, was so great that in the hastily
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written obituary notice given Tuesday morning, we did not as fully cover the subject as we
desired, or as his worth merited. Yesterday we interviewed several of the older citizens as
to Mr. Pendill's life, and there was but one expression, that of intense sorrow and regret,
at his sudden “taking off.” Said one: “I first made Mr. Pendill's acquaintance in the summer
of 1849. He was then keeping a large store opposite the Van Auden House at Sault Ste.
Marie, and was doing a good business. In the early spring of 1855 he sent the late J. W.
Watson to this place with a stock of goods, to open a store, and later in the year he came
himself, accompanied by his wife, to settle and live in Marquette, he having closed his
business at the Sault.

He expressed great faith in the future of Marquette, and of the whole iron region. His first
place of business here was on the north side of Superior street, near the corner of Third,
but after a few months spent in that location, he purchased the dwelling where his family
now reside, on the south side of the same street, and erected a store just east of it, where
he continued to do business to the hour of his death.

In the spring of 1856, and for several years subsequently, he was elected supervisor of
the then township of Marquette, and for many years he was chairman of the board of
supervisors. As supervisor he rendered intelligent and valuable services, and would never
consent to receive any compensation therefor. Later on, he served in the State Legislature
as a member from this representative district, with honor and credit to himself, as well as
to the advantage of his constituents. He procured an amendment to the mining law, by
which one-half of all specific taxes paid into the State treasury by mining companies of the
upper peninsula should be paid back to the counties from which they should be derived,
and we are still enjoying the benefits of that wise and just legislation. He has many times
held the position of school trustee, and always took great interest in all that tended to
advance and improve our common schools. but it was as mayor of this city 62 for several
successive terms that he rendered valuable and never-to-be-forgotten services.
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Touching on this point, Mr. Peter White said to the reporter: “If | were to recapitulate to
you all the work and achievements of his mayoralty, it would fill two pages or more of your
paper! | could recite to you anecdotes, peculiarities, eccentricities and good deeds that
would fill a good-sized volume and be quite interesting, but | forbear for the moment.

“He was always a kind and generous friend of the poor. He has ever been proud of the
city or town where his home was, whether it was Negaunee or Marquette, and if the public
would not make good roads and streets he would have them made at his own expense. In
this connection | must relate a characteristic anecdote: It was several years ago, he was
mayor of the city, and in spite of his opposition, a certain member of the council had by
hook or by crook, log-rolled a scheme through that body by which the sum of $100 was
appropriated to be expended under direction of said councilman to repair a certain bad
piece of road about a mile from the center of the city. Early next morning the mayor and
his son and two of his men, with his span of horses and wagon and tools, could have been
seen wending their way to the aforesaid ‘certain bad road.” and in less than half a day it
was repaired, and well done, too, and without taking a cent out of the city treasury .

“Mr. Pendill was born in Batavia, in western New York, and moved to Michigan almost fifty
years ago. He first settled in Niles, but did business in Michigan City, Ind., as well as Niles.
Chauncey Blair, who in those days lived in that part of Michigan, but is now a wealthy
banker in Chicago, has told me that he ‘knew Jim Pendill in Niles in 1837, and a right
lively boy he was, too.” He had often seen him driving his ‘four-in-hand.’” with broadcloth
suit on and in snow-white gloves, but he added: ‘Jim always paid his debts, and was a
good citizen.” He has always been a man of sterling integrity, truthful and reliable in all

his statements, vigorous in denouncing wrong, and ever willing to laud and praise a good
act. | have never heard him accused of being two-faced or double. To speak words of
praise of him in this community, where everybody knew him so well, seems a work of
supererogation, and reminds me of the sermon preached by the great Dr. Muhlenburg
over the remains of that splendid philanthropist, Robert B. Minturn, of New York City.
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The preacher ascended the pulpit, and standing before the vast audience assembled to
pay the last token of respect to the departed, in solemn, measured tones, and in a vividly
impressive manner, never to be forgotten by those present, said: ‘A good man hath gone
to his 63 rest; let us pray.’ | had almost forgotten to mention that Mr. Pendill was the first
mayor of Negaunee, and in that capacity rendered that city services that were handsomely
appreciated by its people.

“A good man hath gone to his rest.” All honor to his memory.”— Marquette Mining Journal
, March 11, 1885.

MONROE COUNTY
MAJOR HARRISON SOULE

Dr. John W. Mason died at Dundee, Mich., December 22, 1884, aged fifty-five years. At
the reunion of the Sixth Michigan Heavy Atrtillery, held at Benton Harbor, August 26, 1885,
Major Harrison Soule, of Ann Arbor, spoke of Dr. Mason as follows:

John W. Mason was born in Barry, Orleans county, N. Y., January 6, 1829; came to
Michigan in 1832, and lived at Saline, passing his boyhood there. In 1851, at the age

of twenty-two years, he entered the University at Ann Arbor in the medical department,
his tastes inclining to that science. He remained in college but one year, when he went
to Louisville, Kentucky, and studied under a private preceptor one year, after which he
returned to Michigan and began the practice of medicine at Petersburg. In the year 1862
he again entered as a student of the University, wishing to attain to higher honors in

his chosen profession, and in that year be graduated, being among the brilliant list of
surgeons who shed high honors on their profession on the rented field.

Surgeon Mason entered the service in our own Sixth Michigan. We all remember our
comrade when he joined us, relieving Ass't Surgeon French who had by his kindness
endeared himself to us all, and who had been promoted to other fields of duty as surgeon
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of another regiment. We had no misgivings when we looked into the happy face of our new
comrade. The cheerful smile and brotherly grasp of the hand greeted us, and we took him
directly to our hearts. Comrades, you need no reminder from me to follow him through the
service. He was always with us, whether in the long, toilsome march through the cypress
swamps, across the deep lagoons of Louisiana low lands, or on the lonely watch at our
hastily improvised hospital tent on the field, giving such care and consolation as only his
big brotherly heart could give.

Many of our fallen comrades have been cheered and many a long, weary 64 hour made
shorter by the kind and pleasant voice which whispered words of duty to brave hearts.
Frequently solicited by promotion to other fields, his affection for his old first love prompted
him to remain with us; and with the exception of the short time in which as a prisoner,
being captured with our small-pox hospital, which we all well remember, he was with

us. On the retirement of Surgeon Motram, Mason was made full surgeon, and as such
remained on constant duty until mustered out with the regiment at the close of the war,
August 20, 1865. Except a short time in Detroit, and nearly year spent in traveling,
Surgeon Mason has resided in Dundee, Michigan, and in the practice of his profession
has gained considerable renown and hosts of friends who with us mourn his early death.
About two years previous to death he began to feel that the seeds of disease had gained
a foothold on him, which, together with a chronic diarrhea that had troubled him more

or less since his army life, were rapidly gaining mastery. For a time he rebelled against
the grim monster disease, but soon discovered that he was out-generaled on all sides.
Occasionally he would feel that all hopes were not gone, but a few weeks would determine
he was the loser in both health and confidence, and so until about the reunion at Battle
Creek. On receiving our annual notice to meet once more with the boys, the Doctor braced
up and the anticipation of such meeting cheered him. | can, my comrades, no better
describe the situation than by giving the words of his beloved wife, who says: “A little more
than a year ago he was receiving letters from Major Soule, Surgeon Chase and other
comrades, asking him to meet them at Battle Creek reunion in August. At first it seemed
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as if impossible for him to do so, but the thought of again meeting with old comrades acted
as tonic on both mind and body, and for a few days previous to going and while there he
seemed so much stronger than he had done for months, we trusted the change might be
permanent and health again be his, but our hopes were soon disappointed. Within forty-
eight hours from the time he bade you good-bye on the tented grounds he was being
watched over in his home by physicians and friends, with fear in their hearts that he was
to be with them but a few days. From that attack, however, he rallied and lived for months,
suffering intensely unless under the influence of opiates. Many times he spoke of his
pleasant meeting with you all, and one day, soon after our return, he said to me, ‘Oh, | am
so glad | attended the reunion, for it is my last on earth. | will soon be called to a reunion
where no good-byes are said,”

Major John W. Mason, surgeon of the Sixth Michigan Heavy Atrtillery, died December 22,
1884. Comrades, while we shall not meet together long 65 and shall, as the years go by,
miss first one, then another from our midst, let us continue these reunions; let us year by
year meet and see how the battle of life goes with each other. Let us live good citizens,
and when the last drum heats our tattoo let us he ready and in good mustering order to
join the ranks of our Grand Army who are tenting on the other shore.

MONTCALM COUNTY BY JOSEPH P. SHOEMAKER
CAPT, D. L. COON

Capt. Druby L. Coon, a resident of Greenville and vicinity for thirty years, died at his
residence, in that place, on Friday, December 5, 1884, after a lingering illness of three
months. or necrosis of the bones of the foot, aged sixty years. Capt. Coon was well known
throughout the State as a hotel proprietor, having owned the Exchange and Webster
House at Greenville for a number of years. He also built and operated Coburn's Exchange
at Howard City for a number of years. He was born in the State of New York, and at an
early age came to Michigan, and for a number of years prior to his becoming a resident of
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Greenville, ran the old steamboat, Porter, between Grand Haven and lonia, from which he
derived his title of captain. He was an adjutant in the Third Michigan Cavalry, Company L,
during the war, and was a charter member of William A. Kent Post, G. A. R., of Greenville.
He was also a prominent member of the Masonic fraternity, having held the office of king
in the chapter for a number of years. Until 1878 he was an active Republican, after which
he became prominently connected with the Greenback party, and took an active part in the
last campaign as a member of that party.

MRS. HANNAH WATERBURY

Mrs. Hannah Waterbury died at the residence of her daughter, Mrs. U. H. Kendall, January
6, 1885, aged ninety-five years. She was born in Stamford, Conn., November 14, 1789.
Her maiden name was Scotfield. She was married to Solomon Waterbury, a soldier of the
War of 1812, in 1812. She lived with her husband almost long enough to see her golden
wedding, when he died, twenty-three years ago. She was the mother of ten children,
seven of whom are still living, viz: Messrs. Isaac, Alonzo and Willis Waterbury, of this
town; Mrs. Elisha Barber, of Ward, Kan.; Mrs. U. H. Kendall, 9 66 of Prairie du Sue; Mrs.
C. Dantforth, of Charles City, lowa, and Mrs. O. S. Knapp, of DeLand, Florida. She has
been the grandmother of fortythree grandchildren, thirty-nine great grandchildren, and four
great-great grandchildren, ninety-six descendants in all. For sixty years she was a stanch
and consistent member of the Baptist Church. An old resident, she leaves a large number
of friends, as the numerous attendance at the funeral showed. to whom her memory will
be blessed. She was buried in the country, from the residence of U. H. Kendall, on Yankee
street, Thursday morning, January 8, Rev. C. R. Burdick officiating. “Blessed be the dead
which die in the Lord.”— Carson City Record .

MRS. ESTHER MANN
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Mrs. Esther Mann, familiarly known as “Grandma Mann,” died at the residence of her son,
in Montcalm, on Wednesday, February 11, 1885, aged eighty-seven years, four months
and nineteen days.

The deceased was born in the State of New York, September 23, 1797, or two years
before Washington died. Having been permitted to live beyond the allotted age of man,
she had seen many changes since her acquaintance with the world. She came to
Michigan thirty-eight years ago. Although her life had been one of struggle with the toils
of pioneer life, her last days were quiet and peaceful. She often expressed herself as
willing to go when the messenger called. Her iliness was brief, and her death as quiet and
peaceful as though she simply sank to rest in sleep.— Greenville Democrat .

[.J. MERRITT

[. J. Merritt, who had been troubled with dropsy of the heart, died February—, 1885.

after a long and severe sickness, aged sixty-seven years. He was born in Newcastle,
Westchester county, New York, where he remained until able to start out on life's journey
for himself. On his journey around he landed at Greenville on the twenty-fourth day of
April, 1861. The place suited him, and he erected the first sawmill in the city (then a
village) of Greenwville. It was situated on the south side of the river in the west part of the
town. When not busy he used to take his gun and go hunting after game, which was
plentiful in those days.

About seventeen years ago he built the hotel known to our old residents as the Merritt
House, which was one of the finest in this part of the country when completed. One cold
night, fourteen or fifteen years since, the flames seized it and made ashes of the entire
building. Then he went to South Lyon and became a farmer. After a time he went to
Lakeview to live, so as to be near his daughter. There he remained until about two years
since, 67 when he came back to his old camping ground—Greenville. He was an honored
member of the Masonic fraternity, under whose auspices he wasburied. Mr. Merritt has left
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a wife and a daughter, by a former marriage, and many friends who unite in mourning his
departure.

S. W. CROSBY

Seth Wakeman Crosby died March—, 1885, at Keith's Exchange, aged seventy-two years
and three months.

Mr. Crosby was born in the town of Southeast, Butman* county, N.Y., where he was
raised. When a young man he moved to New York City and served his employer faithfully
and well as a clerk for many years. After a while he moved to Phelps, where he opened a
store and thrived so well that in 1848 he bought a farm with his accumulations, in Gorham,
where he tilled the soil until 1868, when he came west and located in the pineries of
Montcalm township, Montcalm county. Here he built a mill and lumbered, being assisted
by his sons until 1881, when Clarence, his son, determined to make Greenville his home,
so he came here to live and has resided among us ever since.

* See appendix.

Mr. Crosby lost his wife seven years ago; he has left two sons, Clarence and Henry, and
a daughter, Mrs. F. Hill, of McBrides, to mourn the loss of a devoted and loving father,
besides a large circle of relatives to mourn his departure and miss his mature advice and
wise judgment in all matters of business.

Mr. Crosby was a member of the Presbyterian Church, having joined when a young man,
and he has been a consistent member of his church and a humble follower of his Lord
for over half a century. He was well known by all for miles around, and all will miss his
cheerful countenance and pleasant manners.— Greenville Democrat .

OAKLAND COUNTY BY O. POPPLETON.
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The following persons, whose names appear in the list of members of the Pioneer Society
of Oakland county, have died since June 1, 1884, and this report includes the place of
their birth, the date and place of their settlement in Oakland county, the date of and age
at death. | am indebted to Edward W. Peck, secretary of the Oakland County Pioneer
Society, for this list:

68 List of Deceased Members Names Where Born Place of Settlement Year Date of
Death Age Abram A. Axford Oxford, N. J. Oakland 1832 January 25, 1885 83 Elkanah B.
Comstock Berne, N. Y. Pontiac 1835 September 9, 1884 76 Charles H. Frost Marcellus, N.
Y. Pontiac 1835 December, 1884 63 Erastus M. Francis Pittsfield, Mass Troy 1883 August
8, 1884 73 Elijah B. Clark New London, Ct Orion 1831 July, 1884 91 Cyrus A. Chipman
Richmond, N. Y. Avon 1821 August 2, 1884 83 Isaac Butterfield Paris, Me Pontiac 1844
July 9. 1884 79 Charity B. Grow Pittstown, N. Y. Springfield 1834 May 6, 1885 70 George
Hopkinson Westmorland, N. Y. Avon 1821 76 Caroline Hubbell Fairfield, Ct. Pontiac 1839
October 2, 1884 78 Elizabeth James Buffalo, N. Y. Royal Oak 1838 October 4, 1884 75
Almon Mack Danbridge, Vt Pontiac 1822 January 20, 1885 80 Willard M. McConnell Floyd,
N. Y. Pontiac 1836 April 13, 1885 85 Samuel H. Norton Canandaigua, N. Y. Commerce
1830 April 26, 1885 61 Simon Hough Warrensburgh, N.Y. Highland 1836 March 23, 1885
85 Polly Sprague Canandaigua, N.Y. Avon 1827 November 3, 1884 79 Minerva Toms
Monmouth Co., N.J. Troy 1833 January 8, 1885 94 Joseph W. Shurter —, N.Y. Brandon
1836 May 17, 1885 80 Chester Webster Westfield, N. Y. Pontiac 1823 August 28, 1884

90 John Swan Fleming, N. Y. Bloomfield 1823 December 5, 1884 73 Charles Coder
Pennsylvania, N.Y. Southfield 1837 December 8, 1884 77 Benjamin P. Smith —, Vt Novi
1830 October, 1884 67 Norman Lee West Bloomfield, N.Y. Farmington 1335 December,
1884 71 Ann M. Anderson Bennington, N. Y. Springfield May 9, 1885 64 Emmons H. Taft
Hamilton, N. Y. Waterford 1846 May, 1885 61

The total number of deaths reported is 25, the average age being 80 years.
OTTAWA COUNTY BY HENRY PENNOYER
Mrs. Emily P. Marshall, died January 13, 1883.

James M. Patchin, died June 9, 1883.
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Mrs. Hannah Gibbs, died October 22, 1884.
Mrs. Catherine Kilpatrick, died January—, 1885.
Patrick Malone, died May 31, 1885.

Hon. John Roost, died May 31, 1885.
69
MRS. EMILY P. MARSHALL

Mrs. Emily P. Marshall died January 13, 1883, in Polkton, of heart disease. She was the
widow of the late F. A. Marshall, who was killed by the falling of a tree, December 12,
1859. They settled on a new farm in Polkton, in November, 1854. She was an enthusiastic
member of the Free Methodist Church, and in every way a worthy member of society.

JAMES M. PATCHIN

James M. Patchin died June 9, 1883, at his home in Grand Rapids, where he had lived
for about two years, aged eighty-three years. He was born in Vermont in 1800, and came
to Michigan with the late Julius C. Abel, of Grand Rapids, in 1836. He settled in the town
of Norton, and was a resident of Ottawa county for more than forty years. He was several
years a resident of Spring Lake.

MRS. HANNAH GIBBS

Mrs. Hannah Gibbs, wife of Mr. Charles Gibbs, of Polkton, died at her residence, October
22, 1884, of pulmonary consumption, aged fifty-nine years, ten months and five days.
She was born in the county of Limerick, Ireland, December 17, 1824; accompanied her
parents to Canada at the age of six years; thence to Grand Haven, Mich., in 1837, and
was married to her husband by Timothy Eastman, Esq., January, 1839. Of her twelve
children, six are now living—all married except one and all exemplifying in their everyday
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life the care and careful training of a true christian mother, who in early life was educated
in the tenets of the catholic faith, but in later life, with her husband, became an active
member of the congregational church. She also leaves on this side of the river sixteen
grandchildren and eleven great grandchildren. She was, indeed, a model mother, neigbbor
and christian, active in every good and noble work, and will be greatly missed at home, in
society, and in the church. Her funeral was attended by a very large concourse of friends
and neighbors who truly sympathized with husband and family in their affliction and loss,
and feeling truly that, though dead, she yet lives.

MRS CATHERINE KILPATRICK

Mrs. Catherine (Pickle) Kilpatrick died January, 1885, in the town of Wright, aged ninety-
six years. She was born in Kentucky, October 3, 1788, where she lived until she was thirty-
two years old. when she married a man by the name of Harris, and they, with two of her
brothers, removed to Ohio. Mr. Harris died soon after, and she afterward married William
Kilpatrick, 70 a soldier of the War of 1812. They came to Michigan in 1850, to Ottawa
county, where she lived the remainder of her life. In her later years she was supported and
cared for by the poor authorities of the town of Wright. She had two children—a son by her
first husband and a daughter by her second. Her funeral was attended by Rev. Mr. Jordan,
of the M. E. church.

PATRICK MALONE

Patrick Malone died May 31, 1885. He was born May 14, 1821, in the county of
Westmeath, Ireland. He emigrated to America and settled in the town of Polkton,

in November, 1849, and cleared a new-land farm. He married, February 14, 1856,

Katie Golden. The fruits of this union are five sons and two daughters, all left in easy
circumstances through the hard, honest work of the parents. He was a good man in every
sense of the word, and his death is regretted by all who knew him.
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HON. JOHN ROOST

Hon. John Roost died at Holland, Sunday, May 31, 1885. He was born in the Netherlands,
October 9, 1823, from whence he emigrated to the United States in 1847, and settled

in Holland shortly after his arrival, where he has since resided. He was by trade a
wagonmaker, but as years rolled by he drifted into politics, and has been elected to

many offices of trust. He was a member of the House of Representatives in the Michigan
Legislature in 1871, and of the Senate in 1883; was mayor of Holland in 1881, and has
been treasurer of Ottawa county. At one time he held the office of Postmaster, but when
Johnson became President, in place of Lincoln, he was removed on account of his strong
abolition sentiments. He will be remembered by all the old residents of the Holland colony
and by the county at large for his active, self-sacrificing life.

SAGINAW COUNTY BY CHARLES W. GRANT

Henry S. Edgett, died September 7, 1884, aged 75 years.

Rev. John S. Goodman, died November 12, 1884, aged 62 years.
S. Bond Bliss, died November 12, 1884, aged 56 years.

Mrs. Theresa Campau, died December 22, 1884, aged 72 years.

Augustus H. Mershon, died May 15, 1885, aged 58 years.
71
HENRY S. EDGETT

Died in Bridgeport, Sunday afternoon, September 7, 1884, aged seventyfive years. Mr.
Edgett had his birthplace near the beautiful Hudson, in the State of New York, November
16, 1810. In 1844 he sought a home in Michigan, locating for a time in Flushing, Genesee
county. In 1854 he came to East Saginaw, where he resided until 1879, at which time he

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

removed to Bridgeport, remaining there until his death. Deceased was the father of John
A. Edgett, the well known attorney of East Saginaw.

REV. JOHN S. GOODMAN

Once more it becomes the painful duty of the Herald to chronicle the death of a well
known and much respected citizen, Rev. John Story Goodman, who died at his residence
on Millard street at 1 o'clock yesterday afternoon, November 12, 1884. Mr. Goodman
attended the marriage of his son on Tuesday afternoon, and retired that night about

11 o'clock, and was seized soon after with a paralytic stroke. Medical aid was at once
summoned, but it proved of no avalil, as the stricken man never regained consciousness,
but lingered until the hour above stated, when he passed away, surrounded by his loved
ones. He was born in England, October 2, 1822, and was therefore sixty-two years,

one month and ten days of age when he died. In company with his parents he came

to this country in 1830 and settled at Saline, this State. His father, the Rev. Stephen
Goodman, was one of the first pioneer ministers of Michigan, and brought up his son to
the Baptist persuasion. He sent him to Ann Arbor college, and afterward he graduated at
Madison University in 1850, and the same year was ordained pastor of the Baptist church
in Lockland, O. He preached there for two years, and then left to work as a missionary

in West Africa, where he remained for three years, performing his duties faithfully and
entering with enthusiasm in the conversion and civilizing of the natives. He then returned
to Michigan and shortly after took charge of the First Baptist Church in this city, and
became, later on, pastor of the first one organized in Saginaw City. He has often said that
he remembered when there were only five Baptist churches in this State and watched
them as they multiplied into three hundred and eighty or more. His last charge was at
Ithaca, Gratiot county. He served as county superintendent of schools for eight years,

in which capacity he did much to build up the educational interests of the county. He

also served as a member of the Michigan State Board of Health. For many years he was
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prelate of the St. Bernard Commandery, No. 16, K. T., of this city, and held other high
offices in that order. He was also a member of the State Pioneer Society.

72

He was married twice and leaves a wife and five children. For the past few years he has
not been regular pastor of any church, but has acted as a supply. His father died with a
stroke of apoplexy some years ago, and Mr. Goodman has of late felt now and then the
premonitory symptoms of a shock of this kind. He had his valise all packed and was to
have started yesterday morning to deliver a lecture last night in some place out of town on
his experience as missionary in Africa.

Mr. Goodman filled every place of trust to which he was called in a thorougly satisfactory
manner to all and with credit to himself. He was a ripe scholar and a conscientious
christian gentleman, who enjoyed the confidence and esteem of a large circle of intimate
friends, and was respected by all with whom he came in contact. He. was a man of whom
it could be truthfully said that the world was better for his having lived in it. He died the
death of one fully ripened for the garner house above.— Saginaw, Herald , November 13,
1884.

S. BOND BLISS

Another of East Saginaw's old and esteemed citizens passed away last evening,
November 12, 1884; S. Bond Bliss died at 9:20 of typho-malarial fever. He had been ailing
for two months, and dangerously ill for three weeks past. For several days it has been
known that Mr. Bliss could not recover and yesterday afternoon anxious friends waited
hopelessly for the inevitable summons which should call him from them. He has been
closely identified with the interests of this city for the past thirty years, and has been an
energetic and respected citizen.

Mr. Bliss was born at Bennfield, Mass., April 17, 1828, and was, therefore, in his fifty-
seventh year. He was the oldest of a family of five, four sons and one daughter. He did
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not have the educational advantages accorded to the boys of to-day, as he left school

at the age of twelve years and went to work, being employed at Springfield and Boston
until he was sixteen, when he went to Ohio, where he remained about a year, returning
on horseback and arriving at his home on his seventeenth birthday. The same year he
went again to Ohio, settling first at Wellington, and going thence to Elyria, where he met
his wife, a daughter of the late Dr. O. L. Mason, to whom he was married in 1850. He
then resided in Cleveland until 1854, in the spring of which year he came to this city to
transact some lumber business for his father-in-law, O. L. Mason, and in the fall moved
his family here. He engaged in the grocery business with Curtis Brothers for two or three
years, when Mr. Bliss purchased the interest of his partners and extended the business to
that of a general character. 73 He also engaged in banking and the lumber business, and
built the Bliss block, corner of Washington and Genesee avenues. He was elected to the
Legislature in 1862, and also served as postmaster of the city under President Johnson.
Of late years Mr. Bliss has not engaged as extensively in business as formerly. He was
identified with the temperance movement, being president of the Reform club. Of late

he also engaged in lumbering and the clothing business, being succeeded in the latter
business by Seeley &Spencer. He superintended the construction of the S., T. & H. R.

R. He was a member of the Pioneer Society and of St. Bernard's Commandery, Knights
Templar, and was one of the charter members of the Unitarian Church; he was also at one
time a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

Mr. Bliss was a genial gentleman, who always had a smile and a kind word for all
acquaintances; to know him was to esteem him. His loss will be deeply felt by all,
particularly by the older citizens, with whom he has shared the struggles, trials and final
triumphs of a pioneer's life. He leaves a wife and son to mourn his loss, who will receive
the sympathy of the entire community in their bereavement.— Saginaw Herald , November
13, 1884.

MRS. THERESA CAMPAU
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Mrs. Theresa Campau, wife of Joseph Campau, died very suddenly day afternoon.
December 22, 1884, ar 5:30 o'clock, of apoplexy, aged seventytwo years. Mrs. Campau
was quite active for one of her age, and Monday morning was feeling exceedingly well
until 11 o'clock, when she was taken suddenly ill and never spoke again.

Deceased was one of the oldest settlers in Saginaw Valley, coming here with her father's
family in 1823, when this country was a wilderness, the family coming in a birch bark
canoe and breaking the ice as they went. Her father's name was Mashieo, and for a
number of years he ran a ferry at South Saginaw. In 1836 she was married to Joseph
Campau, who came here from Detroit as an Indian trader, with whom she has lived for the
past forty-eight years. She leaves a husband and two daughters, Mrs. John Even and Mrs.
Elgin Milligan, both of whom reside in this city, besides a number of grandchildren and
great grandchildren.— Saginaw Herald .

A. H. MERSHON

At 5 a.m. yesterday morning; May 15, 1885, the spirit of Augustus H. Mershon left the
body, life's journey for him was at an end, and another 10 74 pioneer of the Saginaw
Valley was numbered among the silent multitude. He was aged fifty-eight years.

A. H. Mershon was born in Rochester, N.Y., May 27, 1827. His parents were E. J. and
Hannah Mershon. At an early age the family removed to Trenton, N. J., in which city

they remained until he was twelve years of age. From Trenton they moved to Mt. Morris,
Livingston county. At the age of seventeen Mr. Mershon entered into the employ of a Mr.
Bronson, at Rochester, N. Y. There he commenced his career as a lumberman, which
vocation he followed up to the time of his fatal iliness. After leaving Bronson's lumber
yard, he went to Port Burwell, Ont., there taking charge of a saw mill. In the spring of 1852
he came to East Saginaw, soon after becoming associated in the lumber business with
the late Jesse Hoyt. He erected the first planing mill in this city, and had branch yards

in Chicago, Ill., and St. Joseph, Mo. For several years a large and prosperous business
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was conducted, but in the panic of '57 Mr. Mershon met with financial reverses and the
business was closed up. He afterwards built a planing mill on the site of the present
Charles Lee mill, which was run for a few years. He also had charge of the Haskin, Martin
& Wheeler saw mill and salt works opposite this city. These being destroyed by fire, he
assumed charge of the Rochester Salt and Lumber Company's works in Carrollton, and
in 1861, together with Dr. A. G. Bissell, built the planing mill and box factory now owned
by his sons. He was inspector general of lumber under the old state inspection law for
one term, and had been connected with the lumber business, with which interest he was
identified in various ways, for nearly twenty years. He was stricken about a year ago

with softening of the brain, had been confined to his bed for the past four months, and
died in the midst of his family yesterday, as stated. He leaves a widow, two sons and two
daughters.— Saginawian , May 16, 1885.

SHIAWASSEE COUNTY BY B. O. WILLIAMS
Roger Haviland, died September 24, 1884.
Mortimer Bradley Matrtin, died September 26, 1884.
John J. Gaylord, died September 27, 1884.

William Frain, died October 3, 1884.

Mrs. William Warner, died October 11, 1884.
75
Ezra L. Mason, died December 15, 1884.

Daniel P. Austin, died March 23, 1885.

Nellie V. Gould, died April 5, 1885.
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Cephas W. Clapp, died April 8, 1885.

Adam H. Byerly, died April 12, 1885.

Mrs. Harriet Bogue, died April 27, 1885.

Mrs. Amanda M. Wadsworth, died April 28, 1885.
Mrs. Lydia Marsh, died April 29, 1885.

Mrs. Irene Gould, died May 2, 1885.

Don Carlos Wight, died May 20, 1885.

Mrs. Jane Bortels, died May 27, 1885.

Mrs. Eveline E. Turner, died June 4, 1885.
PREFATORY

Since becoming a member of your society nothing has caused me such heartfelt sorrow as
having to report the deaths, during the past year, of a large number of the earliest pioneers
of Shiawassee county. And pre-eminently among them, it is my painful task to announce
that of our late honored vice president, Roger Haviland, of the township of Burns. Although
his genial smile and honest, hearty hand-shake will be seen and felt no more at our annual
gatherings, yet his good works continue to live, and nothing short of total destruction of

all history of our county can obliterate his truly noble works. As | can add nothing to the
eulogies that have been paid to his memory, i have appended the printed accounts of
ceremonies and tributes of respect that were paid by a large number of friends gathered
from all over the county.
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Perhaps | should stop here; but | cannot feel that | have discharged my duty without a
protest against the condition of medical and surgical skill that will cause or permit the
death from a simple dislocation of the shoulder of a strong, vigorous, temperate, healthy
man. | know not who was to blame; but if death must, or can, result from such causes, our
lives are suspended indeed upon very slender threads. It seems to me, and | well know to
many others, that his death was the result of culpable ignorance in those undertaking the
reduction of the dislocation.

ROGER HAVILAND
[From the Owosso Press, October 8, 1884.]

“Roger Haviland is dead!” Thus rang the sound from ear to ear last Thursday morning,
as the startling announcement was made from friend to friend. The sad intelligence was
so sudden it could not be realized as true. 76 As was stated in the Press at the time,

on the first of August last, Mr. Haviland was walking on a log across a wet place in his
field; he slipped, threw up his arm to save himself, and fell, dislocating his left shoulder.
The shoulder, it appears, was not properly set, and in the early part of last week he
went to Detroit for consultation. It was decided to have the shoulder reset, and in the
operation, which took place at St. Mary's hospital whether from the operation or the effects
of chloroform we do not learn—his death occurred September 24, 1884. it was a terrible
shock to people throughout the county. On the fair ground it was the chief topic, as one
friend met another.

A good man has gone—a man of sterling character and integrity who was honored and
trusted throughout Shiawassee county. To us, personally, his death is that of a long-
tried, true and honored friend—both politically and socially—whom we shall ever mourn.
The funeral took place last Sunday, Hon. B. O. Williams, Hon. J. W. Turner, Mr. Geo.
Carpenter, and perhaps others from Owosso, were present.
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An obituary sketch, a copy of the sermon preached at the funeral, and an address by Hon.
J. W. Turner, have been furnished us, which will be printed in the Press next week. We
give below a sketch printed in the county history of 1880:

Roger Haviland was born in Londonderry, Ireland, December 12, 1812. Bernard Haviland,
his brother, was born in the same place, February 2, 1808. Both, when of sufficient

age, were apprenticed to a shoemaker, and served seven years at that trade. In 1832,
Bernard landed in Philadelphia, Pa., and went to work at his trade. The year following
Roger left the old home of his parents (for they, too, were born and brought up in the
same town), and came to America, reaching Philadelphia October 25, 1833, and the

two brothers continued diligently to attend to business until the next year, when they
moved to Canada, where they remained two years. In April, 1836, Bernard came to
Michigan and bought land in Washtenaw county, and in July Roger followed him to the
new settlement. In the fall, having sold their land in Washtenaw county, they came to
Burns, and located parr of section 2. They then went back to Washtenaw county, Roger
working at his trade until 1839, when he returned to Burns and built a log cabin on the
site now occupied by his residence. He then broke and sowed five acres of wheat. On
February 16, 1837, he married Miss Catherine Ferry, who was third in a family of four
children, and born in Wilton, Fairfield county, Conn., April 21, 1821. Her parents, both of
whom were natives of Ireland, moved to Michigan in 1832, and settled in Scio, Washtenaw
county. Roger Haviland, with his wife, moved to Burns, February 9, 1840, and occupied
77 the cabin already spoken of. Bernard came to the township soon after. The brothers
worked together and accumulated a large property. Upon the death of Bernard, which
occurred May 27, 1864, from consumption, Roger inherited his property. Bernard, though
not a member of any religious denomination, died in perfect faith of a better life. His plain
and unostentatious ways, kindly kindly disposition, coupled with sterling honesty, won the
esteem and respect of all who knew him. No children have blessed the union of Mr. and
Mrs. Haviland, but five orphan children have borne their name by adoption, and grown to
maturity, loving and honoring them. Mr. Roger Haviland has filled all the more important
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offices in the township, as is indicated by the records given in the history of this county.

He has large business interests in Corunna, being president of the First National Bank of
that place, and is also president of the Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Shiawassee
county. We might add to this brief sketch many encomiums on the life and character of Mr.
Haviland which would be heartily endorsed by his many acquaintances and friends, but we
feel assured that his unassuming nature and sterling common sense will be better pleased
with this plain statement of facts.

Action of the Masonic Lodge

It has pleased the Almighty God in his providence to remove from us our worthy brother,
Roger Haviland, by death. At the time of his death he was one of the oldest pioneer
settlers of the township of Burns He was highly respected for those noble and generous
impulses which mark the man and the Mason. Whatever it was necessary for him to do,
he believed he should do as worthy his best effort. Although the age which the poet has
called “dark and unlovely” was upon him, yet to those who knew him best his eye was

not dim, nor was his natural force abated. That ambition which nerved him for the strong
conflicts of pioneer life continued his inspiration down almost to the hour of his death.
There is nothing accidental in the success of such men. They snatched victory from the
very jaws of defeat. They build as our brother built, not only happy homes, large business
and strong characters, but they build for themselves friendships stronger than death, and
a good name which the world will not willingly let die. Of faithful friendship shown in word
and thought no man has a better record than he whom we cannot hope to honor now by
aught we can say. We turn over the pages of a man's public record in vain to find his true
worth. Although Brother Haviland was chosen to positions of trust and responsibility by his
friends and neighbors, yet his worth can in no sense be measured by these expressions of
esteem from those who knew him as a true citizen and a faithful servant; but only by those
who have been with Brother Haviland under some of those circumstances which bring
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out the finer feelings of the human heart, will his true worth be known. Your committee
therefore, offer the lodge the following resolutions and recommend their adoption:

Resolved , That in Roger Haviland our order has lost a Brother of eminent worth and
ability.

Resolved , That we tender to his family our deepest sympathies in their bereavement.

Your committee would recommend that a memorial page in our proceedings, suitably
inscribed, be set apart and dedicated to his memory.

All of which is fraternally submitted,

Theo. M. Euler, A. E. Richards, E. D. Wiltse , Committee .
78

Funeral Services and Tributes
[From the Owosso Press, October 8, 1884.]

According to promise in last week's Press we give below the tributes paid to the lamented
Roger Haviland, on the occasion of the funeral, Sunday, Sept. 28. There was a large
concourse of friends present from Owosso, Vernon, Corunna, Byron, Bancroft, Gaines,
and other places. Among floral tributes were a pillow bearing his name, presented by

the directors of the First National Bank of Corunna, of which Mr. Haviland was president;
a broken column from Mr. H. F. Bush of Gaines, and a basket of flowers from Nellie
McKerron of Detroit. The funeral cortege reached nearly from the Haviland home to the
Byron cemetery. The sermon, by Rev. Isaac Horton, was as follows:

“And thou shalt be missed because thy seat will be empty.”—I Samuel, xx , 18.
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These are the words of the loving Jonathan to David after the solemn covenant between
them had been made and when they were about to be separated. The empty scat had
reference to the royal seat at the king's table. “Thou shalt be missed” are words of the
strongest affection and the deepest sympathy. David was the light of Jonathan's eyes, his
well beloved for whom he was willing to give up the prospects of becoming king. David
was missed as the companion and friend of Jonathan.

There are many missing ones, many empty seats, many divided families. many
separations and great sorrow. The man of great power and influence in the nation is
missed from the highest seat in the gift of the people, from the halls of congress and from
the councils of the republic. The giant in intellectual gifts, in wisdom and in knowledge

is missed from the world of literature. The man of great wealth is missed in commercial
enterprises, in railroad corporations and in business centers. The orator is missed by the
multitudes who hung upon his lips and were swayed by his will. The earnest Christian is
missed by those who knew of the goad work, the gentle words and the unselfish life. The
citizen is missed who has been honored with offices of trust, who has been a benefit to
many in commercial relations and in social life. The husband is missed by the wife and
children as they look upon the empty seat at the table, as they miss the protecting and
providing care and the presence of the loved one. The wife is missed by the motherless
children in their isolation and in their lack of her thoughtfulness and unwearied care. The
child is greatly missed as the parents, brothers and sisters look upon the vacant chair. The
missing ones are many in the land, the separations many, and the sorrow great.

79
The missing ones are many in this vicinity. We look about us, and we see a vacant seat

here and there, many familiar faces are missed, and the loved ones are gone to their
reward.

The sisters of Lazarus missed the brother who was stricken down in his manly pride,
whose chair was empty, for he was laid in the tomb. The Master came, the tomb was
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opened, and at the sound of His voice the dead came forth alive. The dark tomb was
despoiled of its victim by Him who is the resurrection and the life. Jesus loved this family,
and by His supernatural power reunited the brother and sister. The resurrection of Lazarus
is the sign and seal of the promise that Jesus will call forth all His loved ones to be united
to Him forever. All His disciples, separated by death, shall be united at last, and the empty
seat in the heart's affections shall be filled. In Christ the missing ones shall be united,
where there are no partings, no grief and no pain.

The missing ones are the honored, the respected and the faithful. They are the ones who
have been known for their good works, for unselfish lives, and for righteousness. The
missing ones are men of sound judgment, decision, and energy. They are the leaders,
enterprising, thoughtful, prudent and trustworthy. The missing ones are the men you can
trust without fear of betrayal, the ones you can lean upon without fear that they will prove
to be broken reeds, the heroic in time of danger, and the courageous to defend the right.
They are truly the lights that cannot be hid, the salt of the earth, the pillars of strength.

Abraham, the friend of God, was missed by his son of promise and by the many who
were dependent upon him. Moses, the lawgiver, was greatly missed by a people who had
been led from Egyptian bondage into the wilderness from the deserts of Arabia into the
land flowing with milk and honey. Moses shared with them in all the trials, privations and
fierce contests with the enemy. The people received from his hands the commandments of
God, from his lips the laws of health, the just judgments and the words of trust in Jebovah.
He was truly missed by Israel as he passed from their sight in his ascent of Mt. Nebo.

No more did they look upon his commanding presence, no more hear his voice in sweet
counsel and his thrilling words on the eve of battle. David, the man after God's own heart,
who was anointed king in his boyhood, but passed through a test of faith in God and a
severe discipline before he became king over all Israel, who extended the kingdom from
the sea to the river Euphrates; who subdued the surrounding nations; who aided to enrich
Israel in gold in precious stones, and in building cities; and who lived a righteous life, was
80 missed even in his old age. Paul, who preached unto the Gentiles; who established
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churches; who laid broad foundations for the church of Christ; who left a noble record of
good accomplished, was missed by those who had learned to love the man of God, listen
to his words, imitate his example and follow in the steps of Jesus.

The missing ones are those who can be least spared. Death loves a shining mark. They
are missed because of their usefulness, as David was missed by the king for his skill on
the harp, and by Jonathan on account of his great love for his friend. They are the strong
men and women who are known for their deeds of kindness; who are the stay and support
of the community in which they live; the ones who are listened to for their wisdom; who
preside at the public gatherings; who sit at the gates and who make the path straight to
those who are troubled and perplexed. They are the ones whom the church can least
spare; who are willing and obedient, ready for every good work and word; who will not
shrink duty or turn aside from responsible offices of trust. Many christians are crippled by
the less of the faithful. A community loses its power and strength when a strong man has
fallen in their midst. Often the progress of a village or town is greatly dependent upon one
man's executive ability.

The missing are the successful ones, for they have nobly and bravely fought life's battles
and won many victories. They have gained a reputation for honesty, for fidelity and for
strength. The men who win are men of a purpose who build upon the foundation of truth
and honor, who are keenly alive to their own powers, and are willing to work and to wait.
The men who truly win, build on Christ, the foundation, a holy temple of truth, filled with
good deeds, adorned with meekness, simplicity and strength, and reaches heavenward.
By energy and perseverance the missing one has earned for himself a reputation for
strict integrity and a right to places of trust. The missing ones are the bright stars that give
direction to all who are acquainted, who know their sterling worth and honesty of purpose.

The missing ones are with us as David was with Jonathan, in his thoughts, in his prayers,
and in the invisible presence of his love. We miss the voice, the footsteps, the visible
presence, but the empty chair is there in its accustomed place, the work of the hands
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is seen in every direction, the well tilled farm, the house and the barns, the work of the
active brain in the many plans, and the forethought for the future. The dead who fell in the
great rebellion are missed from the ranks of the army, from the places of honor and trust,
from the schools of learning, from the workshop, from the professional office and from

the farm, and yet they live in the hearts of the 81 nation, in the hearts of wives, brothers
and sisters, and in the hearts of children who cherish their memories, weep over their
graves and adorn them with flowers. They live in the hearts of a grateful people north

and south who have been freed from the curse of slavery, the darkness of ignorance and
superstitions and the blighting effects of a thralldom of many generations. The missing
ones live in the noble deeds, in the heroic daring, in the self-sacrifices that have brought
peace, happiness and prosperity to the nation. The missing ones are with us in little things
that bring up a flood of memories, the incidents of the everyday life, the photograph and
the association of friends. The missing are ours in the pleasant memories, in the happy
days, and in the sweet converse of friend with friend. The missing ones are not lost, for
they are remembered for what they have done. The days of mourning are dark, the hand
of death is heavy, the stroke is severe, yet the missing one is ours in the deep love, the
sweet reminiscences of the past, and the blessed hope of an eternal reunion. The missing
one is ours in the thought that there are only a few years of separation, only a few days of
absence. That as David and Jonathan were finally united in the blissful immortality, so we
may be united to the missing ones through faith in Jesus Christ. The flame of love burns
brightly in our hearts for the missing, the star of hope gleams from afar, and the strong
assurance that we shall see them again fills our being. As David and Jonathan trusted

in God to be reunited, so we may trust Him to unite us in the family of God. We miss our
friends for a few days to again receive their welcome, to look into their faces, and to walk
with them the golden streets of the city of God. The missing are ours to cherish with warm
hearts, with strong affections, and to put forth all our mental, moral, and spiritual powers to
meet them with the glorified ones.
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Nothing is our own; we hold our pleasures Just a little while, ere they are fled. One by one
life robs us of our treasures: Nothing is our own except our dead.

They are ours and hold in faithful keeping, Safe forever, all they took away; Cruel life can
never stir that sleeping, Cruel time can never seize that prey.

Justice pales; truth fades; stars fall from heaven, Human are the great whom we revere;
No true crown of honor can be given Till the wreath lies on the funeral bier.

When our joy is lost—and life will take it— The no memory of the past remains. Save with
some cruel stings that make it Bitterness beyond all present pains. 11

82

Death, more tender-hearted, leaves to sorrow Still the radiant shadow—fond regret; We
shall find in some far, bright to-morrow, Joy that he has taken, living yet.

Is love ours, and do we dream we know it, Bound with our heart-strings, all our own? Any
cold and cruel dawn may show it Shattered, desecrated, overthrown.

Only the dead hearts forsake us never; Love, that to death's loyal care has fled, Is thus
consecrated ours forever, And no change can rob us of our dead.

So when fate comes to besiege our city, Dim our gold, or make our flowers fall, Death, the
angel, comes in love and pity, And, to save our treasures, claims them all.

Roger Haviland was born in Londonderry, Ireland, Dec. 12, 1812. He was apprenticed
as shoemaker seven years. He came to America with his brother Bernard, Oct. 25, 1833.
In the fall of 1836 they came to Burns and located on Sec. 2. In 1839 Roger built a log
cabin and sowed five acres of wheat. On February 16, 1837, he married Miss Catharine
Ferry, born in Wilton, Fairfield Co., Conn., April 21, 1821. In April, 1840, he moved on his
new farm to make it his future home. No children have blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs.
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Haviland, but five orphan children have been adopted by them, received their care, the
wealth of their love and their instruction.

Roger Haviland has well filled many of the important offices of trust in the township and
county. He was president of the National Bank at Corunna. Roger Haviland was identified
with the interests of the people, he sympathized with those who struggled hard to gain a
home, for he remembered his struggles when the country was new, when the privileges
were few, and when the hardships were many. He was a man of sterling sense, great
strength of purpose, noble in his nature, sympathetic, social and contented with what he
had gained of wealth and position. He was a man of good judgment, kind and generous

to the poor and ready to assist the unfortunate. A good man has fallen, a faithful citizen is
missed, for his seat is empty and the suffering one from the accidental fall is at rest. He is
missed by those who were connected with him in business. The men who were associated
with him will miss his presence in their meetings, his generous sympathy, his words of
wisdom and his faithfulness to their interests. He is missed by those who trusted him most,
who loved him best and who were deeply interested in his welfare. The seat of honor and
trust in the bank is empty and he is greatly missed.

He is missed by all who knew him in the rural district, in the village, and 83 in the city,

by those who looked into his face every day, by those who saw him on the streets, and
by those who gave him friendly greeting in the society of which he was a member. His
voice will not be heard in the public assemblies, in the social circle and in the family. He
is missed, but not forgotten. He is remembered for what he has done; for the broad and
comprehensive plans; for the foundations laid for the good of those who survive, and for
the deeds of kindness. “He being dead, yet speaks to us” through his works and labors of
love, and through the many relations he sustained to friends.

He is missed by his family, for the seat at the table is empty, the seat at the fireside and in
the family circle. His voice is not heard by the loved ones. The wife misses the presence of
the companion of forty-seven years, for she shared with him in the privations of a pioneer
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life, in the blessings of prosperity, and deeply sympathized with him in the sufferings of his
last days. She misses the care for the loved one, the thoughtfulness of her companion and
the strength of his will. He has taken a journey only for a few days, and you will soon see
him again, for you shall go to him and dwell with him. You miss him, but you cannot forget
him.

The children at home miss the kind advice, his fatherly counsel in the everyday affairs, and
his words of wisdom concerning their future course. The children away from home miss his
friendly greeting, his deep interest in their welfare, and solicitude for their health. You will
miss his visits to your home, but you may greet him in the home above by faith in the Son
of God.

Rev. Frederick Strong presented the following sketch:

Roger Haviland was born near Londonderry, Ireland, December 12, 1812. His parents
were by no means wealthy, and as their children grew up they were obliged to seek homes
for themselves. Two of the sons, Bernard and Roger, started out in life as shoemakers,
and by their industry and frugality secured the means which enabled them to leave the old
world. In the year 1832 Bernard Haviland came to this country, and after carefully looking
over his surroundings, became satisfied that this new world offered advantages to those of
limited means such as could not be found in the land of his nativity. Accordingly, he wrote
his brother, advising him to come as soon as possible. In the fall of 1833 Roger Haviland
landed upon the shores of America, and the two brothers commenced working at their
trade as shoemakers, and continued at that employment until 1839, when they came to
this part of the country and took up government land, and set to work at once to make
themselves homes.

84

Two years previous to this, or in the year 1837, Roger Haviland was united by marriage
to Miss Catharine Ferry, and the happy couple entered upon their life work in Ypsilanti,
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where they continued to reside until their removal to Byron. It was in 1839 that Roger,
leaving his wife in Ypsilanti, started for his wilderness possessions, in order to make some
improvements before bringing his partner.

A house of some kind must be built. A place for the future home was selected and cleared.
Logs were in abundance and they were drawn to the spot, and soon the log house was
erected and fit for occupancy.

The nails in that new home were carried upon the back of the owner all the way from the
village of Dexter. After the building of the house, five acres of timber were cut down and
burned and the land made ready for the first crop of wheat.

In the year 1840 Mrs. Haviland joined her husband in their new home, to share with him
his toils and triumphs. Their stock in that time consisted of one span of horses, one pig
and six hens. Their household furniture, all told, represented a cash value of less than
$100. With these limited appliances, but with a determination that knew no such thing as
failure, these heroic pioneers entered upon the work of subduing the forest and of making
the waste places bloom and blossom as the rose.

During the first few years after moving upon this place Mr. Haviland labored hard to
improve his circumstances. The trees were felled either by his own hands or by those

he employed, while he worked at his trade to earn the means to pay them. The people
needed boots. They brought their home-tanned leather to him, and he made it up into
what they needed, receiving for making a pair of boots $1.00 or its equivalent in labor at
50 Cents per day. From the earliest commencement of his work on this farm God blessed
his labor, and before five years had elapsed be was in a position to pay his men from the
products of his farm. In the year 1843 the brothers sent to Ireland for their parents, who
arrived here sometime in July of that year. For five years Mr. Haviland, Sr., continued to
live with his son Roger, when death came and severed their connection with each other.
The widow and mother still found a comfortable home and abundant support in the family
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of her faithful and loving son for twelve years after the death of her husband, when she too
was called away, to the inheritance beyond.

The years roll by, and with each passing year we only witness the temporal prosperity

of this noble man. Never, perhaps, in the experience of any man has been exemplified

the truthfulness of that declaration, “The diligent maketh rich.” But we need not trace
simply the temporal prosperity 85 of our deceased friend, for if this were all that could be
presented to challenge our admiration or incite our love, many might turn away dissatisfied
and say, that perhaps circumstances had more to do in the accumulation of property than
anything else.

No, wealth itself, no matter how acquired, does not make the man. We may surround
ourselves with broad acres stretching out in every direction; we may be able to count our
gold by thousands; or revel in the accumulation of bank stock and other securities, and

yet our names be a by-word and reproach in our families, the church or the neighborhood
in which we live. Thank God it takes something more than gold to buy the esteem of our
race or else many of us would be deprived of this boon. How was it then in reference to
that man whose mortal remains now lie before us? Was he popular because he was rich?
Was he loved because he could offer gold in return for that love? By no means. Had Roger
Haviland been poor he would have been esteemed for his very work's sake, for within
there beat a heart true as steel to every interest of fallen humanity.

Did the widow or orphan come to him in the day when the cloud rested upon their hearts
and deep darkness was in their home,—they went away with the tears wiped from off their
faces, and felt hope spring up within them as they listened to the words of cheer spoken by
those lips now closed in death. Those hands now still have ministered to the necessities of
the destitute and needy. Hundreds of dollars annually have slipped from those fingers into
the hands of those, who, by force of circumstances, had been unable to meet the pressing
wants of dear ones around them. Never did man more fully obey the words of our risen
Saviour, viz: “But when thou doeth alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand
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doeth.” Thousands upon thousands of dollars have been placed in his hands by widows
and others, who, relying upon his integrity, have sought to use his business capabilities to
further their own interests, and thereby increase their little capital.

Does there come a single voice to-day, either from the living or the dead, to accuse our
departed friend of trust betrayed or confidence misplaced? No, not a voice. Why? From
the very fact that every mouth has been closed by the unblemished character of the man.

Look at the positions he has been called to fill in the business and political world. He

was an officer of the Mutual Fire Association from its first organization. For years he was
president of the Corunna Bank. He has been elected to fill almost every office in the gift of
the people with whom he lived, and his entire public record has Stood untarnished before
the world.

86

Was it because he was ambitious that he filled so many offices? Did he seek, in the
compromise of principles, to be popular with men? No, no. His elevation to the different
positions he occupied was simply a just recognition of his work.

In his political history he has been a faithful and consistent adherent to the democratic
party, ever voting his principles, and embodying them in his actions. Every one who knew
the man, knew him as a stanch temperance man, and had he lived a few months longer he
would have cast his first vote for the prohibition party.

But we have been looking at the man as he presented himself before the world, and his
every public act has called forth our unqualified approval But we would draw just a little
closer. There is one spot to-day we would invade, viz: the privacy of the home circle. We
cannot forget that here we enter a sacred spot, not with prying curiosity, but simply that
we may follow the man we have learned to love. We want to know something of him in

his character as husband and father. Weeping friends to-day will pardon us if we join the
family circle, sit at the family board, or even kneel with them at the same altar, and breathe
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out our petitions with them to the same God. If the character of our deceased friend shone
forth with peculiar brightness in all his public acts so as to win our admiration, it is not

until we catch a glimpse of his home life that the whole force of our affections goes out
after him. We enter the family circle and there we find, not the president of a bank, or an
official of some other corporation, but we find the pure minded, loving, and simple hearted
husband and father. 'Tis true he may never have had children of his own, flesh of his flesh
and bone of his bone, but he has gathered around him no less than five adopted children,
to whom he has acted the part of a most devoted parent. The heart of Roger Haviland
was too large to allow him to go childless to the grave. There must be some loved ones
upon whom this man and his faithful partner could pour the full stream of a God implanted
affection. But his love for those about him was not of that nature that could not discover
wrong on the part of those to whom he had surrendered the affections of his heart, but it
was pure in its operations, ever leading him not only to present in his own conduct a model
worthy their imitation, but by kindly words ever seeking to bring them to a higher and purer
life. How much of love was mingled with his parental government, let the sighs and tears
of these mourners answer. Some of us may find our happiest hours in the company of
strangers. Roger Haviland found his in the society of his devoted wife and loving children.

Some men lavish all their smiles and acts of kindness upon those who are 87 mere casual
acquaintances and leave their families starving for what they so freely give to others; with
our departed friend it was home first, and after that those friends whose privilege it was to
gather around the family circle. From the lips of one more deeply interested in this matter
than any one else can possibly be, | learn that our deceased friend was all that a husband
could possibly be. His presence never cast a cloud upon the bright sunshine of the family
circle, thereby marring their enjoyments and interfering with their pleasures; but on the
contrary, his very presence was always needed to give additional zest to the innocent
amusements and festivities of the hour. As a husband he was faithful, loving and kind, and
from the first hour of his union with her who now laments her loss, they seemed to grow up
like the ivy and oak, each feeling the need of each other for support and usefullless.
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What was he as a parent? Here we enter with profound respect, nor dare we say all that
we feel prompted to utter on this subject for fear our very words of commendation might
cause loved and loving hearts to bleed anew. We may simply say that the happiest hours
in the home were those when the father was there to counsel, to encourage, or reprove.
Further than that | dare not, | need not say.

The question may be asked, “What of his religious life?” “Was he a member of any
church?” Too many, alas, look more to church membership than they do to godly living.
The question is more frequently asked, “To what church do you belong?” than, “What

is your religious life and conduct?” 'Tis true our departed friend never stood connected
with any church organization. In infancy he was baptized in the Roman Catholic Church
but he felt as he grew up that he could never subscribe to the dogmas of that church and
therefore never associated with them. Of him it may be said that though a member of no
church he was a friend to all. He was a full believer in all the doctrines of the Bible. He felt
that he must be saved through faith in the blood of the Lamb. He had strong confidence
in the efficacy of prayer as addressed to God through Christ Jesus. | enter the chamber
of this man and | see the devoted husband and wife bowed together pleading with God
for pardon and purity. The very day he left this home for Detroit, before leaving they went
to the closet, they shut the door and asked God to give supporting and comforting grace.
Was he a Christian In reply | ask what constitutes a Christian, if it be not faith in Christ and
an earnest desire to mold the life according to God's word.

Hon. Jerome W. Turner gave the following tribute:

At a recent pioneer meeting, after | had read a paper concerning my 88 deceased friend,
Cortez Pond, | had, as usual, some conversation with Roger Haviland. During our talk he
took my hand and said, “I think you would come to my funeral.” | answered, “If you should
die first, | will be there.” It is not more to redeem that promise, than for my friendship to
the deceased, that | am here. It is good old Scripture, “Thy friend, and thy father's friend,
forsake not.” The man who lies dead before us bore this double relation to me. He was a
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man of wonderful evenness and symmetry. Even his temperament seemed to be cast in

a mold. He was calm, careful, and contained. He did nor ignite ar any touch of fire. Like a
refined oil, he was non-explosive. Hot words seemed to chill when they reached his ear. In
conversation he disappointed the enthusiast and filled the zealot with wonder. The bitter
things that stir the blood of ordinary men and tempt the unbridling of their tongues never
hastened his life currents or cheated him into rant or raving. And all this did not come from
self-ilnposed restraint. There seemed to be no labor of repression. It cost him nothing to
refuse to leap and cry aloud. He was born with a sense of the brevity and absurdity of the
passions. He had that most perfect coolness and conservation, which is congenital.

And yet he had his deep indignations and heavy sense of personal injuries, like other
men. He showed it differently. But under a quiet gentleness of manner he was positive and
unyielding as iron. You could detect sometimes in the tone of his voice, the indomitable
spirit and the tramp of the war horse. There was a pride and strength in his most trivial
statements that couldn't be concealed. And yet how sweetly he carried it all!

He had great detestation of cant and humbug, and loved the real and the true. Like all
such men he lived a good deal in the past. The honest and loyal heart has but to go a few
days' journey along the selfish ways of life, before it is driven in as for a refuge upon itself
and the early years, when life is a passion and is not an organization or an automaton. So
it came to pass that he loved to speak of old pioneer days, and the homely but genuine
goodness of old neighbors, who sat down with him in the wilderness. He was active in
promoting by all means in his power those early experiences, and if the Pioneer Society of
Shiawassee county had one true friend, it was Roger Haviland.

The latter part of last winter, having some legal business at Byron, | went on the cars

to Gaines in the morning, expecting to find a connecting stage. There was none. | had

just about made up my mind that | must walk the five miles that lay between Gaines and
Byron, when | espied Mr. Haviland just getting into his cutter across the way. He said he
had nothing in the 89 world to do except to carry me to my destination, and so he did going
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about five miles out of his way. The conversation, | remember, had the hue of sunset.

Its tone was of the curfew, that “knells departing day!” He said a good deal to me about
Mr. Pond, my father, and B. O. Williams, who is here, and repeatedly returned to the
statement: “We shall not be here long.” Arrived at Byron, we went into Gulick's store—
another of the pioneers and he bought a paper of smoking tobacco, and three of us sat
down and inhaled the years with the smoke! Many reminiscences of the old time came up
as we sat together, and it seemed to me that a quarter of a century had rolled back.

And now he is dead—died away from home like his friend, Pond.

Of the little things that made up his life, you, his neighbors, are more cognizant than
myself, and yet | am not afraid to hazard the statement that neither the township of Burns
or Shiawassee county has for many years lost a more charitable and manly figure among
the ranks of its citizens.

If it would cause a more robust and hearty social fellowship and civic virtue, it would
please me to have the people set up a white stone on the people's ground at the seat of
Justice, in memory of every such man.

At the edge of this grave the old question recurs: “Is the soul to the body, as the rower is to
his boat?” As Joseph Cook puts it, “When the boat is gnashed to pieces on the tusks of the
rocks, the swimmer may swim to a place of safety.” When the body crumbles and decays
shall the spirit also fail, or shall it, like the rower, go on to some other place and live in the
yet to be? We find no answer in tooth and claw or the structure of the bird's beak. All our
“ologies” are full of silence. If there is a farther shore we can neither hear ripple of wavelet
or roar of billow. Night, dark as Erebus, settles down on the river. But if we think we ever
feel the throbs of some infinite heart, in the chill and the shadow, and see one passing into
it who is like our departed friend, it is easy to conceive that the mysterious heart will tell its
head to reach a hand, and take him and keep him forever.
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MORTIMER BRADLEY MARTIN*
* See appendix.

An honored pioneer, Mortimer Bradley Martin, of Antrim, departed this life last Friday,
September 26, 1884. He was the first settler in the northeastern quarter of that township,
and there he has resided nearly fifty years, a prominent citizen of the county. He

was a genial, cordial man, of excellent qualities of character, and, as we can testify
experimentally, a stanch friend; for we have known him personally ever since we have
been in the county, and when such old friends depart we feel a sense of personal loss. 12

90

Mr. Martin was buried yesterday with Masonic honors. There was a very large attendance
at the funeral. The Gould and Tillotson families, Col. Colt's and others from Owosso were
present.

From a sketch furnished us we learn that Mr. Martin was born in the State of New

York, October 18, 1806; spent his boyhood days in Avon, N. Y., and was a successful
merchant in New York. In 1835 he came to Michigan and lllinois as agent of a wealthy
land corporation, and settled in Antrim in 1836, locating on the hill where he has ever since
resided. He was a nephew of Gov. Enos T. Throop, of New York. He was prominent in the
early history of this State—was a Representative in the Legislature of 1840-50. Mr. Martin
was a stanch Democrat and his home in those days was the political center of northern
Michigan; he kept open house for Governors and members of the legislature who stopped
on their way to Lansing or Grand Rapids. He was acquainted with many prominent citizens
of old Detroit. such as Lewis Cass, the Campaus, and Zachariah Chandler. Mr. Martin

was a subscriber to the first paper published in the county, and has been a subscriber to
the Owosso Press and Detroit Free Press from their first existence. In 1848 Mr. Martin
was married to Mary Ann Beach, daughter of Lucius and Abbey Beach. and sister of Mrs.
Irene H. Gould and Mrs. W. K. Tillotson. His wife died in a few years, and he subsequently
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married Martha Hoyt. sister of Henry C. Hoyt and Mrs. E. L. Lyman, who survives him. His
children living are: John W., George B., Edward, and a daughter, Evalina. Mr. Martin was
an educated, cultivated gentleman of the “old school” of New York fifty years ago, and he
brought the first library into Shiawassee county.— Owosso Press , October 1, 1884.

Another pioneer of culture and of the old school of educated gentlemen, passed away

and to a better and higher life, when Bradley Martin was called by the Great Architect of
the universe to labor in that mansion not made with hands. That his work upon inspection
will be pronounced good work, none who knew him intimately, and were admitted to his
confidence, ever had a doubt. He died Friday, September 26, 1884, at his farm in township
of Antrim, Shiawassee county, aged seventy-eight years. twenty-two days, where he had
resided uninterruptedly for forty-eight years. His hospitality was proverbial.

B. O. Williams .
JOHN J. GAYLORD

John J. Gaylord was born in the town of Middletown, State of Connecticut; in 1808, and
died Sunday, September 27, 1884. At the age of eight years his parents removed to an
Indian reservation in the township of Stowe. Summit county, Ohio, where he resided until
1852. In 1838 he was married 91 to Hannah West of Guilford, Medina county, Ohio. In
1852 he removed to Burns, Shiawassee county, and was the first white settler on the
Indian reservation of what is now known as Knagg's Bridge, purchasing his land from the
government. A part of the farm at that time was occupied by the remains of an old Indian
village, and an old log cabin which was used by them as a school-house, was used by
himself and family, and the families of Leonard Gaylord and Henry Wolcott, who located in
the neighborhood at about that time. After years of honest toil he made for himself one of
the finest homes in the county. His life was one of which any one might justly he proud, for
no man, or even animal ever received anything but kindness from him, and he died in the
full assurance of his acceptance with God.
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He was a kind husband, an affectionate father, and leaves a wife of his first choice, and
two daughters, Mrs. T, H. Reeves of Burns, and Mrs. G. A. Parker of Bancroft, with a host
of friends and neighbors to mourn his death.— Bancroft Advertiser .

WILLIAM FRAIN

Died, at his residence in Laingsburg, October 3, 1884, William Frain, in his seventy-

sixth year. Mr. Frain was born in Pennsylvania, June 25, 1809. From 1812 to 1827 he
lived on a farm in Romulus, Seneca county, N. Y.; from that place he removed to Mt.
Morris, Livingston county, where the father bought a farm and with whom he lived. He
was married December 30, 1830; in May, 1833, came to Michigan and settled in Wayne
county, twenty-five miles west of Detroit; from there he moved to the township of Superior,
Washtenaw county, thence to Salem, same county, and in 1842 came to Shiawassee
county, settling in Bennington, where he lived until April, 1872, when he made his home in
Laingsburg, where his sons resided. Mr. Frain was a man of sterling qualities of character,
generous, friendly, upright, well known throughout the county, and highly esteemed. He
leaves a widow, three sons—Solomon, Lorenzo and Charles—and a daughter—Mrs.
Henry Hartwell. Funeral services took place Sunday, and were largely attended. The coffin
and the grave were adorned with beautiful flowers, arranged by the deft hand of Mrs. M.
M. Weeks. A special train ran from Owosso to accommodate the friends. Mr. Frain was
buried with Masonic honors, and few if any in the assemblage of friends and neighbors or
among the brothers ever saw so large a Masonic parade.— Owosso Press , October 8,
1884.

Mr. Frain possessed a steadfast purpose and self-reliance, united with a 92 friendly,
unaffected daily walk and honest dealing that endeared him to all his friends,—reserved,
yet urbane and sincere, but not demonstrative. It were well if we had more such men, and
their places are scarcely ever filled. He lives in the hearts of all who ever knew him well.
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| feel assured that | shall again meet him. It is enough, and all will be well when life's fitful
fever is past. So mote it be.

B. O. Williams .
MRS. WILLIAM WARREN

Mrs. William Warren, of Bancroft, died Oct. 11. 1884. She was one of the pioneer
women of the county. Her husband, with his family, came to Shiawassee township from
Rochester, New York, in the fall of 1836, coming to Detroit in company with Daniel Bale's
colony of settlers, He purchased 120 acres of land on section 35; later he removed

to section 36, where he still resides. She was universally respected by all who knew

her. Very few pioneers of our county endured more privations and suffering, with more
Christian and womanly resignation. Of the privations and hardships of this family, the
following is from the county history:

“The country was entirely uncleared, and as there were no bridges he was obliged to

ford the river ahead of the teams, and an infant child was carried by him from Detroit, a
distance of sixty miles, in his arms, or placed in a handkerchief which was suspended from
his neck. He began the labor of clearing at once, and at the expiration of the year had built
a log house and improved eight acres. A pilgrimage to Pontiac was made for supplies. and
the prevailing prices were such as to appall the settler who did not possess a plethoric
wallet. Pork was sold at fifty dollars per barrel, while flour brought fifteen dollars and often
more, per barrel.”

EZRA L. MASON

Mr. Ezra L. Mason, one of the early settlers of the township of Owosso, died at his
residence in the city of Owosso, after many months of suffering from partial or intermittent
attacks of insanity. He passed away Dec. 15, 1884, aged seventy-one years. He settled in
Owosso township in 1839, and was a surveyor for the county many years.
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DANIEL P. AUSTIN

Daniel P. Austin, of the township of Perry, was born in Washtenaw Co., February 7, 1833,
and died at Perry, March 23, 1885, aged fifty-two years.

CEPHAS W. CLAPP

Mr. Cephas W. Clapp, of Owosso city, died April 8, 1885 aged seventy-six years.
93
ADAM H. BYERLY

Mr. Adam H. Byerly was born in Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, March 7, 1817, and
died at Owosso, April 12, 1885, aged sixty-eight years. He settled in Owosso in the year
1855.

MRS. HARRIET BOGUE

Mrs. Harriet Bogue was born in Rochester, New York, in the year 1807, and removed with
her husband and family to Michigan in 1842, settling in the township of Rush, Shiawassee
county. She died at the home of her son, Leonard L. Bogue, in the township of Owosso,
April 27, 1885, aged seventy-eight years. She was an earnest, friendly, Christian woman,
and was beloved by children, grandchildren and all acquaintances.

MRS. AMANDA M. WADSWORTH

Mrs. Amanda M. Wadsworth was born in the State of Connecticut, in 1798, and died at the
residence of her son, Charles Wadsworth, in the township of Owosso, April 28, 1885, aged
eighty-six years and six months. She was a member of the Episcopal Church. She was a
sister of Mr. Lewis Mann, one of the earliest settlers of Oakland county. Mrs. Wadsworth
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was a woman of culture, and an ornament to any society—a lady of the old school of
cultured New England women—and was beloved by all.

MRS. LYDIA MARSH

Mrs. Lydia Marsh, widow of the late Benjamin Marsh, was born in Providence, Rhode
Island, Nov. 27, 1800. Her maiden name was Lydia Potter. She was married to Benjamin
Marsh in 1820, at Warren, Pennsylvania, and came to Michigan and settled in Oakland
county in the year 1838. She removed to Bennington, Shiawassee county, in 1845, and
settled and lived on the same farm until her death, which occurred April 29, 1885, at the
age of eighty-four years and five months.

MRS. IRENE GOULD

Mrs. Irene Gould, widow of the late Colonel E. Gould. our nearest and next door neighbor,
had since the death of her husband suffered from continued ill health, and the shock

she received by the sudden death of her devoted and loving daughter, Nellie, was so
great that she never fully recovered consciousness. The accompanying obituary notice
contains a very full account of Mrs. Gould's active life, but it would take a volume of

good size to record the Christian work and the thousands of disinterested charitable

acts her ever willing hands and mind accomplished. Possessing, with her husband,
unbounded hospitality, they never succeeded in acquiring 94 sufficient of this world's
goods to place them above worrying cares. Colonel Gould's life was sacrificed, at least his
health destroyed, in the United States service during the rebellion, and he was honorably
discharged with a pension, yet by some means or circumlocution the needed and justly
earned support was nor continued to file widow. | write what | know, and not from any
hearsay. That they all rest, and are reunited, where cares and human needs are unknown,
all feel assured. They are missed by all who knew them in a greater degree than usual, as
no others can fill the places left void by their premature deaths.
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B. O. Williams .

The death of Mrs. Irene, widow of the late Col. Ebenezer Gould, occurred Saturday
morning, May 2, 1885. She had been an invalid a long time, and since the death of her
daughter Nellie. four weeks ago, she had been constantly failing. Mrs. Gould was notably
a woman whose care and sympathy went out to her fellow beings. She was, in her days
of active life, a friend to the friendless, a mother to the motherless, and her house was
made a home for the homeless. Of her it can truly be said: She was kind to all. and good
to the afflicted and poor. In the pioneer days of Shiawassee county she had a great field
for the exercise of her kind heart, and she was noted for her unsparing work for others.
Many a person was taken into her hospitable home and motherly heart until circumstances
provided them a home elsewhere. Mrs. Gould takes a place among the pioneers of the
county who assisted in its early development, as will be seen by the following brief sketch
of her life:

Irene H. Gould was born June 28, 1824, at Ray's Hill, Penn., in the house of her
grandfather Householder, who was a wealthy German. Her mother (whose name was
Mary Householder) died while she was very young, when her father, Lucius Beach, took
her and her sister Mary Anne (afterwards Mrs. M. B. Martin) and removed to Connecticut,
where in due time he married Mrs. Abby Phillips, mother of Hon. N. G. Phillips, now of
Bancroft. The family then moved to Berkshire county, Mass., where they lived several
years, after which Mr. Beach, with his young family, made the long and eventful journey to
Norwalk, Ohio. Irene here laid the foundation for more than a common school education,
by attending the academy, a noted seat of learning in those days. After a few days

Mr. Beach again set out to seek a new home, coming to Michigan in 1837, and was
followed by his family in 1838. The journey was made by boat to Detroit and thence to
Shiawasseetown, in this county, by wagon.

In 1840 Irene taught school in the Chalker district, Vernon, the first school (or at least one
of the first) taught in Vernon. During the next four 95 years she taught several terms in
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Shiawasseetown. Her certificate and settlement show that she received $1.50 a week
therefor. It is believed she received the first teacher's certificate issued in Shiawassee
county. She experienced religion at the first Methodist meeting held in the county.

Irene Beach was married to Ebenezer Gould June 2, 1845, at the Beach homestead.
They lived on a farm several years and then removed to Owosso, and thenceforth were
identified with the early days and subsequent growth of our city. During the war she visited
her husband at his regiment, staying several months, where she made new friends and

a still wider reputation. And again she was called upon to go south and bring home her
husband, sick and wounded. While she was with the army she made friends with all, even
some of the rebel families. At some risk to her safety she visited the home of General Lee
and there made the acquaintance of Mrs. Fitz Hugh Lee.

Mrs. Gould was one of the original members of the Congregational society of this city,

of which she has always been a devoted and active member. She was a great lover

of flowers, and this led her to preserve those given to her by friends, childern and
grandchildren, making a rare collection of pressed flowers gathered from far and wide.
She also took great pleasure in scrap-book work, and thereby has left an almost complete
history of Owosso and many county matters—her books containing clippings from every
newspaper published in the county.

Since the death of her husband, Mrs. Gould has continued to occupy the handsome family
residence on Oliver street, known as the “Col. Gould place,” also now occupied as the
Oakside School, at which place her death occurred. She leaves three children; Lucius E.
Gould, proprietor of the Bancroft Advertiser; Mary Irene, wife of County Treasurer Albert
Todd, and Abbie E., wife of Mr. C. S. Allison. of St. Johns. The youngest child, Nellie

V., died last Easter Day. Mrs. Henry Hoyt was an adopted daughter in the family. Mrs.
Gould was half sister to Mrs. John Beach, of New York, and to Mrs. W. K. Tillotson, of this
city; also step-sister to Hon. N. G. Phillips, of Bancroft, and she had an extensive family
relationship and connection by marriage in the county.
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Funeral services took place Monday afternoon at the residence, and the remains were
deposited in the family lot in Oakhill cemetery. Relatives and friends were present from
various parts of the county and from Flint, St. Johns, Ovid and other places.

DON CARLOS WIGHT

It is with sorrow that we record the death of our fellow-townsman, Don 96 Carlos Wight. He
died of Bright's disease, May 20, 1885. Mr. Wight was born in Windsor county, Vermont,

in the year 1810. He was married to Miss Huldah Sessions when twenty-three years of
age. Two years later he became engaged in extensive lumber business in his native state,
which he followed with success for twenty years. He came to Michigan in 1857. Next we
find him in Ohio for seven years engaged in the lumber trade, where he was financially
successful. In 1865 he returned to Michigan and moved from Oakland county the same
year to Bennington, Shiawassee county, where he purchased the milling interests of

Levi Bronson, at Bennington station, in partnership with Henry Retan, where for several
years he assisted very materially in development of the surrounding country as well as

in increasing his own wealth. For the last few years he has lived a retired life. Mr. Wight
was a keen observer of human nature; a strict business man and for twenty years a stanch
democrat. He was a loan well liked by all who knew him for his many acts of kindness to
the needy and oppressed. He was father of five children, only one of whom is now living,
—the wife of W. R. Drury, of Bennington. He was a loving husband and a kind father.

For nine weeks he was confined to his room by failing health and on the 20th of May,
1885, the tolling bell rolled out the sad story that he was dead. The funeral services were
conducted at his residence by the Rev. William M. Walton, Rector of Christ's (Episcopal)
Church of Owosso.

MRS. JANE BORTELS

Mrs. Jane Bortels, died at Owosso city, Nov. 27, 1885, aged seventy-two years.
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MRS. E. E. TURNER

Died, in this city, on the 4th of June, 1885, Mrs. Eveline E. Turner, wife of Judge Josiah
Turner, the present U. S. Consul at Amherstburg, Canada, and daughter of the late Dr.
William C. Ellsworth, formerly a prominent physician of Berkshire, Vermont. She was of
the Connecticut stock of Ellsworth, among whom, a noble figure, was Oliver Ellsworth,
formerly Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, and Minister to France.
She was also a second cousin of the lamented Colonel Ellsworth, killed at Alexandria,
Virginia, in the early months of the last war. She was the mother of Hon. Jerome IV. Turner
of Owosso, Mrs. Judge H. M. Newcombe of Washington, D. C., and Miss Nellie Turner of
Owosso. She was also the sister of Hon. C. C. Ellsworth and the late Dr. W. H. Ellsworth,
Mrs. Judge Lewis and Mr. George C. Ellsworth, all of Greenville, Mich.
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Mrs. Turner was a woman of high Christian experience, and emphatically “a keeper at
home.” Her family was all in all to her. For many years she was in comparatively ill health,
and not being naturally inclined much to society, she did not exhibit her real worth where
it would be heralded most. She combined a rare, practical mind with a highly poetic
temperament, and her scrap books furnished evidence of the purity and cultivation of

her taste. She seemed for some time to be aware of her early demise, and made every
arrangement for it—even to the minutest detail. Her husband and her children rise up and
call her blessed.

The funeral services were held at the family residence, conducted by the Rev. Mr. Wilson,
of the Congregational Church, assisted by Rev. L. O. Lee of Marash, Turkey.— Owo0sso
Times .

ST.JOSEPH COUNTY BY H. H. RILEY

Hannah Acres, Nottawa, died October 2, 1884, aged 100 years.
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Harvey Kinney, Parkville, died October 28, 1884, aged 81 years.

J. Engles, Centreville, died November 4, 1884, aged 76 years.

Wm. McCormick, Centreville, died November 5, 1884, aged 79 years.
Charles Thomas, Centreville, died December 29, 1884, aged 80 years.
John Hull, Florence, died December 21, 1884, aged 68 years.

Mrs. John Armitage, Centreville, died January 5, 1885, aged 76 years.
John Troy, Three Rivers, died December 25, 1884, aged 83 years.
Lopus Hyatt, Mendon, died February 4, 1885, aged 69 years.

Peter Crandell, Mendon, died January 30, 1885, aged 83 years.

Mrs. Barbary Bonebright, Constantine, died January 28, 1885, aged 88 years.
Mrs. Wm. Bowman, Colon, died March 22, 1885, aged — years.

Ira Starkweather, Flowerfield, died April 9, 1885, aged 60 years.

John Giltnes, Mendon, died March 30, 1885, aged 86 years.

Mrs. Henry K. Farrand, Colon, died October 2, 1884, aged 56 years.
Mrs. Jefferson Hill, Colon.

Gilbert Liddle, Colon, died July 16, 1884, aged 77 years.

Mrs. Grover, Colon. 13
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Mrs. Frederick Shurtz, White Pigeon, died January 13, 1885, aged 80 years.
Mrs. John Anderson, Colon.

Isaac Blue, White Pigeon, died April 3, 1885, aged 76 years.

Mrs. Guy Anderson, Colon.

Wesley Emery, Colon, died February 10, 1885, aged 66 years.

W. Snook, Colon, died November 25, 1884, aged 76 years.

Myron Palmer, Colon, died April 7, 1885, aged 64 years.

Russell Johnston, Mendon, died October 21, 1884, aged 65 years.
Gilbert Foot, Leonards, December 7, 1884, aged 64 years.

Solomon Mann, Nottawa, died April 21, 1885, aged 74 years.

Edward S. Moore, Three Rivers, died May 2, 1885, aged 80 years.
Daniel F. Wolf, Centreville, died May 5, 1885, aged 61 years.

Ezra Cole, Three Rivers, died July 30, 1884, aged 85 years.

O. R. Tucker, Three Rivers, died December 10, 1884, aged 58 years.
Daniel B. Doty, Three Rivers, died February 20, 1885, aged 47 years.
Mrs. J. H. Lyon, Three Rivers, died February 21, 1885, aged 52 years.

Caroline Caul, Three Rivers, died April 25, 1885, aged 75 years.
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Margaret MacMertrie, Moore Park, died September 20, 1884, aged 54 years.
Jacob Cline, Burr Oak, died January 24, 1885, aged 65 years.
Joseph Chapman, Burr Oak, died July 14, 1884, aged 73 years.

Asa Bullman, Burr Oak, died August 27, 1885, aged 75 years.

Jahiel Hawkins, Burr Oak, died December 12, 1884, aged 79 years.
Mrs. Patrick Holden, Burr Oak, died July 15, 1884.

Charles Weaver, Burr Oak, died September 22, 1884, aged 43 years.
Mrs. D. D. Stillman, Burr Oak, died December 29, 1884.

Geo. Husleman, Burr Oak, died January 4, 1885, aged 45 years.
Jeremiah Smith, Parkville, died 1884, aged 75 years.

Mrs. Melvin B. Gates, Burr Oak, died August 21, 1884.

Abram Lambertson, Parkville, died December, 1884, aged 76 years.
Mrs. P. L Akey, Centreville, died June 16, 1884, aged 76 years.

Wm. Allison, Centreville, died September 28, 1884, aged 65 years.
Lyman Noble, Mendon, died October 14, 1884, aged 85 years.

C. L. Deuell, Centreville, died October 24, 1884, aged 72 years.

Mrs. George Keach, Centreville, died October 30, 1884, aged 44 years.
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Mrs. Steinberg, Mendon, died November 11, 1884, aged 85 years.
Daniel Rilom, Centreville, died November 27, 1884, aged 75 years.

Mrs. H. H. Avery, Centreville, died December 4, 1884, aged 55 years.
99
David Coleton, Centreville, died December 2, 1884, aged 78 years.

J. Weber, Centreville, died December 20, 1884, aged 57 years.
Jane Schelinger, Nottawa, died January 24, 1885, aged 71 years.
Dr. George Trowbridge, Centreville, died February 7, 1885, aged 52 years.
John Bancker, Centreville, died March 3, 1885, aged 44 years.
Daniel Welch, Centreville, died April 25, 1885, aged 75 years.

Mrs. McLane, Petoskey, died April 12, 1885, aged 78 years.

John Fisher, Burr Oak, December 5, 1884, aged 68 years.

Wm. Davis, Leonidas, died August 8, 1884, aged 65 years.

John Cole, Leonidas, died June 28, 1884, aged 72 years.

Adam Churchill, Leonidas, died October 4, 1884, aged 79 years.
Mrs. Louisa Posler, Leonidas, died October 9, 1884, aged 81 years.
Maria Millard, Leonidas, died January 25, 1885, aged 74 years.

Sylvester Aughton, Leonidas, died February 10, 1885, aged 69 years.
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Frank Bates, Leonidas, died March 4, 1885, aged 66 years.

Mrs. John Ferris, Leonidas, died March 18, 1885, aged 72 years.
Mrs. Maria Manaro, Leonidas, died March 5, 1885, aged 87 years.
John Booth, Leonidas, died, — 1884, aged 68 years.

Richard McDermit, Mendon, died July 27, 1884, aged 55 years.
Samuel King, Mendon, died May 15, 1885, aged 80 years.
Ephriam Alkinson, Mendon, died May 8, 1885, aged 70 years.
Aaron Brooks, Mottville, died May 9, 1885, aged 88 years.

Robert Watson, Colon, aged 85 years.

George Harpster, Colon, died January 3, 1885.

Mary B. Fought, Colon, died,—, —, aged 83 years.

Esther Ware, Colon, died June, — 1884, aged 86 years.

Mrs. M. P. Thurston, Colon.

Erastus Tracy, Constantine, died June 28, 1884, aged 83 years.
Samuel R. Rockwell, Constantine, died December 16, 1884, aged 80 years.
Thomas Hawkins, Constantine, died July—, 1884, aged — years.

K. Latton, Constantine, died—, aged 65 years.
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Rebecca Helen Laymer, Constantine, died February 3, 1885, aged 55 years.
Joseph Blair; Centreville, died Stay 26, 1885, aged 84 years.

Mrs. Samuel Kline, Centreville, died May 26, 1885, aged 74 years.

Mrs. Sarah Fauda, Leonidas, May 27, 1885, aged 78 years.

Mrs. Jacob Decker, Colon, died September 20, 1884, aged 70 years.
Challenge S. Wheeler, Flowerfield, died September 6, 1884, aged 84 years.
Eliza Perrin, Parkville, died September 18, 1884, aged 62 years.

Julia Tackaberry, Fabius, died September 23, 1884, aged 69 years.
100
Mrs. Louisa Porter, Leonidas, died October 10, 1884, aged 80 years.

William K. Haines, Sturgis, died November 19, 1884, aged 67 years.
Francis Apted, Three Rivers, died December, 1884, aged 75 years.
Mary Rich, Sturgis, died June 14, 1884, aged 74 years.

Elizabeth Pearsall, Sturgis, died July 3, 1884, aged 67 years.
Bridget Holden, Sturgis, died July 15, 1884, aged 68 years.

John Meyer, Sturgis, died July 9, 1884, aged 77 years.

Richard Willener, Sturgis, died August 29, 1884, aged 84 years.

Mrs. Duseler, Sturgis, died August 30, 1884, aged 66 years.
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Mrs. Susan Their, Sturgis, died September 7, 1884, aged 76 years.
David McDaniels, Sturgis, died October 3, 1884, aged 69 years.
Richard Reid, Sturgis, died October 13, 1884, aged 67 years.
Lenar Scott, Sturgis, died October 21, 1884, aged 74 years.

Mrs. David Knox, Sturgis, died October 27, 1884, aged 74 years.
Duos Weatherwax, Sturgis, died October 24, 1884, aged 48 years.
Frank Wesson, Sturgis, died October 30, 1884, aged 78 years.
Lydia Drake, Sturgis, died November 14, 1884, aged 86 years.
Mrs. Anna Rhan, Sturgis, died November 29, 1884, aged 75 years.
William Buise, Sturgis, died December 12, 1884, aged 54 years.
Mariat Eldridge, Sturgis, died December 16, 1884, aged 59 years.
Nancy Rich, Sturgis, died February 17, 1885, aged 66 years.
Esther Strong, Sturgis, died February 17, 1885, aged 87 years.
Mrs. Deo Haird (or Baird), Mendon, died May 14, 1885, aged 74 years.
Joseph Farming, Sturgis, died April 16, 1885, aged 81 years.
Malachi Roat, Sturgis, died April 24, 1885, aged 51 years.

Mrs. John Brown, Sturgis, died April 24, 1885, aged 78 years.
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B. F. Hibbard, Sturgis, died January 22, aged 65 years.

Mrs. J. H. Jones, Constantine, died June 4, 1885, aged 65 years.
Allanson Morse, Three Rivers, died June 6, 1885, aged 69 years.
Daniel Forbes, Nottawa, died June 4, 1885, aged 79 years.

John Miller, died May 24, 1885, aged 85 years.

Isaac Mowery, Park, died May 23, 1885, aged 85 years.

Jacob Smith, Mortville, died April, 1885, aged 85 years.

John Edwards, White Pigeon, died October 8, 1884, aged 74 years.
William Hagerman, Constantine, died June 23, 1884, aged 70 years.
Mrs. Robert Tennyson, Constantine, died July 2, 1884, aged 55 years.
William Foster, Constantine, died September 29, 1884, aged 71 years.
Parley Tracy, Constantine, died October 24, 1884.

Patrick Hoolen, died May 13, 1885, aged 61 years.
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Tobias Shurtz, died May 7, 1885, aged 59 years.

Mrs. Charles Monroe, Burr Oak.
Mrs. Robert Emily Meudon, died June 10, 1885, aged 62 years.

VAN BUREN COUNTY BY EATON BRANCH
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Mrs. Sylvia Olds, died July 15, 1884, aged 62 years.

Dr. John W. Emery, died July 20, 1884, aged 86 years.
Daniel Osborn, died July 30, 1884, aged 66 years.
Frederick Lord, died August 15, 1884, aged 77 years.
Mrs. Mary E. Downing, died September 9, 1884, aged 54 years.
Joseph Gilman, died December 18, 1884, aged 68 years.
Mrs. Mary Shay, died January 23, 1885, aged 87 years.
William C. Mackellar, died January 25, 1885.

Mrs. Abigail Butler, died January 26, 1885, aged 70 years.
Alonzo Hymes, died January —, 1885, aged 53 years.
Peter Crandall, died January 30, 1885, aged 84 years.
Elizabeth S. Rice, died January 31, 1885, aged 55 years.
Emory O. Briggs, died February 7, 1885, aged 65 years.
Loyal Crane, died February 12, 1885, aged 72 years.
Hiram Dean, died March 25, 1885, aged 74 years.

Luther Dean, died April 21, 1885, aged 57 years.

Mrs. Fabius Miller, died May 7, 1885, aged 68 years.
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William Merritt, died May 15, 1885, aged 67 years.
Sidney Stearns, died May 20, 1885. aged 75 years.
Norman Burr. died May 27. 1885. aged 91 years.
John Andrews. died May 29, 1885, aged 77 years.
MRS. SYLVIA OLDS

Died, at her residence in this township, about five miles east of Paw Paw, on Tuesday
night, July 15, 1884, Mrs. Sylvia Olds, aged sixty-two years. The circumstances of her
death are peculiarly sad, she having, as it is supposed, committed suicide by drinking
kerosene oil, mingled with arsenic, or some other poison. Some time ago Mrs. Olds was
thrown from a carriage, injuring her spine quite severely, since which time she has been
subject to spells 102 of mental aberration, during one of which she took the fatal dose that
deprived her of life. She was one of the old settlers of this township and will be mourned
by a large circle of friends and relatives. She was buried on Saturday, the 19th.

DR. J. W. EMERY

Died, at his residence in this village (Paw Paw), last Sunday morning, July 20, 1884,

at eight o'clock, Dr. John W. Emery, at the ripe old age of eighty-six years. His funeral

took place at the house, last Tuesday afternoon, and his remains were interred in the
cemetery just east of the village. Dr. Emery was widely known and highly respected. He
had been ill for a long time and his death was not unexpected. The doctor was one of the
“old residents” of this village, having settled here about thirty-five years since. Probably no
one was entitled to, or received. a greater degree of respect in this community than did he.
He was in all things a good citizen, and his many friends will receive the heartfelt sympathy
of this entire community in this, their thee of bereavement and affliction.
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DANIEL OSBORN

“Fallen on Zion's battle field, A soldier of renown, Armed in the panoply of God, in conflict
cloven down. His helmet on, his armor bright, His cheek unblanched with fear— While
‘round his head there gleamed a light, His dying hour to cheer.”

Most eminently true are these lines with reference to the subject of this brief sketch.

Elder D. Osborn was born at Homer, N. Y., June 10, 1818; died at Paw Paw, July 30,
1884, being at the thee of his death a little over sixty-six years of age. At the early age

of eighteen he dedicated his life to the service of Christ, and all his days he honored that
profession by an honest and consistent work before God and man. So pure and true was
he in word and deed, that to know him was to esteem, and to speak of him was to praise.
About the year 1840 he moved to Michigan, settling at Paw Paw. Thus he became a co-
worker with the hardy pioneers of those earlier days, and gladly toiled with them, pouring
sunlight into the wilderness wild, building up homes dedicated to religion, civilization and
wealth, and making our state a very gem indeed in the cluster of sister republics that make
up our noble nation. Like his Master, while a mechanic, he became a preacher of the
word and was faithful and untiring in sowing the good and incorruptible 103 seed upon
many loving hearts. March 27, 1845, he was married to Charlotte Woodman, who went
before him to welcome his advent into the better world. This union was blessed with three
children, a daughter and two sons, the elder of whom yielded his life as a sacrifice upon
the altar of his country. Elder Osborn died as he lived, a true Christian, one of God's royal
ones, and has left behind a memory sacred and holy to all pure hearts.

FREDERICK LORD

Frederick Lord, who passed peacefully from earth, last Friday evening, August 15, 1884,
at his residence in this village, was born at South Berwick. Me., on the twelfth day of April,
1807, being at the thee of his death in his seventy-eighth year.
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He removed to this county in 1838, and has resided therein ever since. He was well
known to the people of this community and in an early day, when in the prime and vigor
of his manhood, was frequently honored with the suffrages of his fellow citizens. He

was one of the first members of the bar who settled in Van Buren county and held the
office of prosecuting attorney at a thee when that office was appointive and not elective.
He was elected county treasurer in 1840, the next year after his arrival here, and four
years afterwards was elected judge of probate. At that thee there were in Michigan

what were known as county courts, presided over by a county judge and side judges,

or second judges. In 1847 Mr. Lord was elected to the office of second judge, and in
1850 was elected prosecuting attorney. In politics he inclined to and usually acted with
the Democratic party, though, for some years past, he has been wont to boast of his
independence in political matters. Religiously he was a strong believer in the doctrines of
modern spiritualism, and took great pleasure in conversing on that topic. He did not die of
disease, but passed quietly away as though dropping into a peaceful sleep. He had been
gradually failing for quite a long thee, and his death was not wholly unexpected, although
he had been confined to his bed but three or four days. The machine was worn out, the
weights had run down, and the pendulum of life ceased to beat; the end had come.

His funeral took place last Sunday, Elder Brooks officiating. He was laid to rest on
Prospect Hill.— Paw Paw True Northerner , August 21, 1884.

MRS. MARY E. DOWNING

Mary E. Downing, nee Smith, was born in Brockport, N. Y., July 20, 1830; died September
9, 1884. Her parents removed to Michigan in 1838, and to Van Buren county in 1840,
settling near Almena.

104

Thus in early life she shared the privations of our early pioneers, yet she was ever dutiful
and pleasant, the delight of her young companions, adding to their joys and sharing
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their sorrows. Among her early associates she found the perfect complement of her own
happy nature, and was married to Decatur Downing, May 25, 1852. She was indeed the
true helpmeet of her husband, cheerfully contributing her part in the building up of her
beautiful home. At that early date Nature was “in her wildest grandeur dressed,” the forest
untouched by ax and the soil waiting to be “stirred by the hoe to laugh a harvest.” Society
was to be formed, schools encouraged, and unremitting toil to be endured. But her hand
was the hand of the diligent one, and her spirit was hopeful and cheerful in sunshine and
storm alike. Always she had a smile to cheer and a word to strengthen toiling hands.

Thirty-two years of wedded life brightened the golden bond that bound their lives together
and smoothed the path of life to their weary feet. She was the mother of nine children, two
of whom, the first born son and second born daughter, died in early childhood and can
now welcome her to her heavenly home.

Of the seven living children, five are married, and all, with four grandchildren are here
present, mourning the loss of one so dear to their hearts.

But last July these all met at their parents' home to surprise them, and celebrate their
birthday, occuring upon the same month and day of the month, and meet here now, sad
and silent, and feel the greater surprise she has given to all.

About eight years ago, under the preaching of Elder Linderman, she professed her faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ, was immersed by Elder Darling, and honored her profession by her
Christian life.

Mrs. Downing possessed a singularly cheerful spirit. She was sunshine in her family, a
delight in the social circle, and a joy to all that came within the sphere of her influence.
Home had a sacred shrine, and to it husband and children ever returned with assurances
of welcome and pledges of love. Her ear was always open to the cry of the poor, and none
ever went hungry from her door. Continually busy were her hands, scattering seeds of
kindness upon every heart, and “none knew her but to love—none spoke of her but to
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praise.” Live well, die well, for to the pure and good ever comes the crown and the song.
These are the eternal statutes of God, irreversible by the power of man. Much of good
goes out of earth at the death of all true ones, but their influence remains as an incense in
the hearts of many. Life's well rounded mission in her case teaches us

“That we live for those who love us, For the hearts so kind and true, 105 For the heaven
that shines above us and that waits our spirits too; For the cause that lacks assistance, For
the wrong that needs resistance, For the great hope in the distance and the good that we
can do.”

HON. JOSEPH GILMAN

Hon. Joseph Gilman of Antwerp, died at his residence in that township on Thursday, Dec.
18, 1884. His death resulted from paralysis, which was occasioned by a fall from a tree

on the 20th day of last October. Since that accident he was never able to attend to any
business, and was for the most part confined to his bed. His funeral was held at the family
residence, and was attended by a large concourse of friends. He was an honored member
of Paw Paw Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, and members of that society were present.
Rev. W. C. Burns, the Free Will Baptist minister, officiated, Mr. Gilman having been an
honored and consistent member of that church. His remains were laid to rest beside those
of his loved wife who departed this life fourteen years ago.

Mr. Gilman, at the time of his death, was sixty-eight years of age. He was one of the early
settlers of this county, had a wide acquaintance and was highly respected. He was elected
as one of the justices of the peace of his township forty-two years ago, since which time he
has been frequently honored by an election to various offices, at the hands of his fellow-
citizens. He was one of the founders of the republican party and was the first republican
representative to the state legislature from Van Buren county.

MARY SNAY
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Mrs. Mary Snay departed this life at the residence of her son-in-law, Mr. James Phillips, on
Friday, January 23, 1885. Mrs. Snay was born in Montreal, in 1797, was married in 1817,
was the mother of ten children, three boys and seven girls, five of whom are still living. She
had nineteen grandchildren and six great grandchildren. The deceased was fairly entitled
to rank as one of Michigan's pioneers, having settled at St. Joseph forty-eight years ago.
She was a Catholic, a worker, and a good mother. Her funeral services were conducted by
Elder T. Brooks.— Paw Paw True Northern , January 29, 1885.

WILLIAM C. MACKELLAR

William C. Mackellar, who for some time past has been an inmate of the Kalamazoo
asylum, died at that institution last Sunday morning, January 25, 1885. His death was

not unexpected, as his physical strength had been gradually but constantly failing. The
deceased had grown up in the midst 14 106 of this community from childhood, and was
much loved and respected by all who knew him. Genial, honorable and upright, he had no
difficulty in winning friends and in retaining them. A short time before he passed away he
became more rational, recognizing and bidding his friends goodbye. Short services were
held at his residence on Tuesday afternoon, and his remains temporarily deposited in the
vault on Prospect Hil.— Paw Paw True Northerner , January 29, 1885.

ABIGAIL BUTLER

Mrs. Abigail Butler, wife of William K. Butler, of this township, passed to her long home on
Monday morning, January 26, 1885. Some two years ago she was stricken with paralysis,
and her last iliness had continued for some seven or eight weeks. She was about seventy
years old. Herself and husband came to Michigan in 1836. One by one the old pioneers
pass away. and soon none will remain. They have fought the good fight, and are rapidly
going to their reward. Peace to their ashes.— Paw Paw True Northerner , January 29,
1885.
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ALONZO HYMES

Mr. Alonzo Hymes, of Porter, whose death was mentioned in the Northerner of last week,
was fifty-three years of age. He was born in Alleghany county, New York, and came

to Porter about thirty years ago. His wife, a sister of Mr. John Stilwell, died about six
years ago, leaving to the care of her husband a family of five children. Mr. Hymes was

an industrious man, who did all he could for the interest of his family, and his death was
hastened by over exertion in their behalf. He died a Christian and in the hope of a bright
immortality in heaven. All that physicians and loving children could do was done in his
behalf. His funeral was held on the 28th ult., at the Methodist Protestant Church. Dr. West
officiated, taking for his topic, “The will of the Lord be done,” followed by a few closing
remarks by the pastor, Rev. William D. Tompkinson. Many friends attended the obsequies,
and lent their kindly aid and sympathy, for which the friends desire to return their sincere
thanks.— Paw Paw True Northerner , February 5, 1885.

PETER CRANDALL

Died, at Mendon, Mich., on Friday, January 30, 1885, from the effects of a cancer, Mr.
Peter Crandall, aged eighty-four years. The deceased was the father of Mr. L. Crandall of
this township, and formerly resided in the town ship of Lawrence in this county. The funeral
exercises were held on Sunday, and were conducted by Rev. Delamater, the Methodist
clergyman, at 107 Mendon, who delivered a very fine and very appropriate address.—
Paw Paw True Northerner , February 5, 1885.

ELIZABETH S. RICE

Gone home to rest, Mrs. Elizabeth S. Rice, at 3:25 p.m., on Saturday, January 31, 1885.
Mrs. Rice was born at Johnstown, Fulton county, N.Y., October 28, 1829. She came.to
Michigan in the fall of 1845; was married to Orville A. Rice, October 22, 1852. She was
the mother of four sons, all of whom were present at her death. She experienced religion
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at the age of thirteen, and, although deprived of church privileges much of the time, she
never lost faith in Christ, and, during her last iliness, continued to talk of her happy home
over the river. The funeral was held at the Presbyterian Church, in this village, on Tuesday
last. A large circle of friends followed her remains to Porter cemetery, where they laid

her to rest. Rev. H. W. Harvey conducted the services and spoke from the text, “And her
children shall rise up and call her blessed.”— Paw Paw, True Northerner , February 5,
1885.

EMORY O. BRIGGS

Last Saturday morning, February 7, 1885, the people of Paw Paw were startled and
shocked by the sad news that Emory O. Briggs had been found dead in his barn. The
facts attending his death were briefly as follows: A suit was pending in the circuit court of
Kalamazoo county, in which he was interested, and his presence was necessary at that
city. Being unable to get there by.rail, on account of the snow blockade, he determined

to drive there, and had risen early and gone to his barn to feed his horses and do his
chores. Being absent for an unusual length of time, his wife went to the barn to see what
detained him, and found him lying on his back at the foot of the stairs, with his head
resting on the bottom steps. She at once gave the alarm and a few moments later two

of the neighbors, Mr. H. P. Nelson and Mr. K. W. Noyes, came to her assistance. An
examination showed that he had been dead for some little time. His hat was found on the
second step from the top of the stairs, and appearances indicated very clearly that he had
fallen and slid down stairs. An autopsy. was held on Sunday by Drs. Andrews, Hilton and
Dunning of this village, and Dr. Upjohn of Kalamazoo. They found effusion of blood at the
base of the brain, such as could only be caused by violence, sufficient to cause sudden
death, and were all agreed that the deceased came to his death from the effects of such
injury. An inquest was held before Justice Rowland and the following jurors: 1.B. Connor,
J. H. Walker, L. W. Whitbeck, 108 A. Hathaway, F. E. Adams and C. E. Galligan. The
jury returned a verdict of accidental death, caused by falling down the stairs in his barn.
Mr. Briggs was born in Loville, Lewis county, N. Y., on the 31st day of March, 1820. He
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came to Michigan when he was nineteen years of age. April 20, 1846, he was married

to Miss Susan Stanley, who survives him. The marriage was solemnized at the township
of Texas, Kalamazoo county, by Rev. Justin Gage. Six children were born to them, four

of whom are living. Mr. Briggs has been for many years prominently identified with the
business interests of this village and this county. He has frequently been honored by his
fellow citizens by being chosen to various offices of honor and trust. For many years he
was a resident of the township of Arlington and was frequently elected supervisor of that
township, and he was for several terms a member of the board of supervisors for this
township. During the years 1845-6, he was register of deeds for this county, and county
treasurer from 1849 to 1854. He was a prominent Mason, being a member of Kalamazoo
Commandery of Knights Templar. For several Fears he was cashier of the First National
Bank of this village, and since his retirement from that institution he has been engaged in
the milling business, and in the manufacture and sale of lumber and staves. As a business
man he will be very much missed in this community, and especially will his loss be felt by
laboring men to whom he gave employment, all of whom speak of him in terms of great
respect. Politically, Mr. Briggs was a strong Democrat, and had long been regarded as one
of the leaders and advisers of that party in this part of the state. tits funeral was held on
Tuesday last, at his residence, Rev. H. W. Harvey officiating.— Paw Paw True Northerner
, February 12, 1885.

LOYAL CRANE

Loyal Crane was born in Mentz, Cayuga county, New York, April 14, 1813, and died in
Paw Paw, February 12, 1885, reaching the ripe age of seventy-two years. He was the third
of five children forming the family of James Crane, one of the pioneer citizens of this place.
In October, 1834, he was married to Sally A. DeGraff, sister of our esteemed citizen,
Martin DeGraff, of this town. As a true helper, as a faithful and loving wife and mother, and
gaining the esteem of all with whom she came in contact by the many graces of her heart
and life, she strengthened and lightened the labors of her husband until the period of her
death, April 14, 1874, leaving two children, who now mourn the loss of a faithful father,
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and who were present at his funeral. In early life, listening to the preaching of such men as
Campbell, Lowell, and Bartlett, he became convinced of the Divine 109 truth of the gospel
and was immersed, upon the confession of his faith, about the year 1832, and cast his lot
with the Disciples, then just organizing in western New York. In 1837 Mr. Crane moved to
this town, locating about a mile west of our village. It was all a forest wild then, and giant
oaks seemed to defy the puny arm of man. As if by magic a log house was raised; sheets
and blankets formed its doors and windows. Now having made a quiet retreat, where

the bright fire burned on the hearthstone and loving words filled his heart with cheer,

with stout arms and resolute spirit he went forth and entered into the great conflict with
rugged nature, to compel her to yield him bread. The forests were cleared, the soil was
turned to receive the kiss and caress of sunbeam and dew, and soon golden harvests
waved and cast their precious treasures into the lap of toil, and the victory was won. How
grand the thought that the imperial will of man can make stern nature bow at his feet and
minister to all his needs. Mr. Crane was not one that would let the cares of life eat out all
the inner graces of the heart; he brought his religion with him. Several of the associates
of his early life came here and settled in this vicinity; among these | name A. S. Downing,
Daniel Abbott, Edwin Barnum, good, faithful, and true—God's noblemen, all animated by
the same hope, bound together by the one faith, and they would not let the light go out
from the altar of their hearts. go from the record | read that March 25, 1843, seventeen
persons met at the residence of Loyal Crane, and were organized under the proper title
as the Church of Christ. James and Loyal Crane, father and son, were made elders, and
A. S. Downing and S. Turner deacons, accepting the Bible as sufficient in all matters of
Christian faith and practice. Of this number only five are living. In the following May | find
the names of Edwin Barnum, deceased, and Mr. and Mrs. Merriman, and a few others still
living. Mr. Crane found a kindred spirit in Mr. Barnum. Their minds running along the lines
of God-given truths and ready to pour them into the hearts of others, they soon began

to mingle the labors of the field with the ministry of the Word. Why be an elder and not
exercise an elder's office? They soon began to preach in school-houses, log barns, and
wherever open hearts were ready to receive the life-giving truth. Without the discipline of

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

the college or the methods of the school men, they preached as best they could. Hardy
pioneers of an advancing nation, they were also pioneers of an advancing religion. Let us
cherish their virtues, avoid their errors, and give to them the meed of praise that is due to
their “patience of hope and their labors of love.” Mr. Crane was married the second time to
Miss Jane Van Auken, and faithfully has she administered to him during their wedded 110
lives. Mr. Crane had been on a decline for a year past through several warnings he was
made conscious that life's drama was closing, and when the shock came it proved to be

a deadly one. | think he was conscious to the last. for when the final struggle approached
he seemed to rally all his remaining strength and clearly spoke in the ears of his stricken
wife the words, “It is well—it is well,” and then “fell on sleep.” The angel of peace breathed
comfort in her heart and left a sacred memory there. Mr. Crane was a man of strong, of
pronounced convictions, and feared not to avow them, and the world has great need of
such men, and their loss is a felt loss to all earnest lives. Acquainted with him almost thirty
years and differing sharply on several points, yet | can conscientiously say that he never
uttered a word to offend nor left a wound to rankle in my heart. Bending over the mound
that covers his form, | can say, farewell, brother and friend, farewell; | live in the hope of
meeting you again.—T. B., in Paw Paw True Northerner , February 12, 1885.

HIRAM DEAN

Hiram Dean was born in 1811, in New York, and came to this county in 1846. He was a
farmer and carpenter. He died March 25, 1885, in the Township of Hartford, having been a
resident of the county upwards of forty years.

LUTHER DEAN

The death of the good is a felt loss to the world. “Sacred to the memory” should be the
epitaph written on the hearts of all who love the pure and true. Men must die, but their
deeds may live on. to be a very blessing to all coming generations. Silently such a pure
heart life has gone out of our midst. We would enshrine his virtues in our heart of hearts,
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and live them over in a nobler life. Luther Dean was born in Orleans county, N. Y., Nov.
24, 1828; died at South Haven, Mich., April 21, 1885. being fifty-seven years of age.

He was married May 4, 1853, to Mary F. Richmond, and now, after a most happy union
of over thirty years, she and two sons are left to mourn the loss of a loving husband

and faithful father. In the fall of the same year, he came to Michigan, settling near Paw
Paw, where he lived until the spring of 1884, at which time he moved to South Haven.
Patiently and earnestly, he contributed his share of labor in redeeming this country from its
wilderness wild, and in dedicating it to civilization. learning and religion. In 1854 he made
the good confession, and by Elder William Roe, was buried in baptism, into the death of
our Lord, and rose up to a new life, new faith and new aspirations. He was ever faithful in
the performance 111 of his christian duties, ready to minister of his means to the cause
of truth and a suffering world, and, in all his dealings with his fellow-man, he endeavored
to illustrate the orthodoxy of his faith by the orthodoxy of a pure and noble life. Given the
life it is easy to forecast the death. As he lived, so he died. Suffering greatly as he did
from consumption's ghastly power, yet his spirit triumphed over every fear. He desired to
“live for those who loved him and the good he could do,” yet he feared not to depart and
was found ready when the final summons came. Loving relatives and friends ministered
to him through the long hours of suffering, tenderly depositing his remains in Lakeview
cemetery. All of nature's voices are pitched in a minor key, the world's sad cry of sin and
pain. Murmur softly, then, O! ye waves, your sad requiem of the dead, for we may hope
that he shall rise again, arid then in major strains, sing the choral songs of the redeemed.

MRS. FABUIS MILES

Mrs. Fabius Miles died suddenly last Thursday afternoon, May 7, 1885. She worked in the
forenoon, and at dinner time was apparently as well as usual. Soon after she went across

the river some thirty rods from the house, to look after some cattle that were grazing, when
some one at the house heard her call and on looking that way saw her throw up her hands
and fall. Those near hurried to the place, took her up, carried her to the house and did

all in their power to restore her to consciousness, but it was too late, as death had struck
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the fatal blow and her spirit had passed beyond the river. Miss Bethiah Mantle was born
in Jefferson county, N, Y., in July, 1817, where she passed her youthful days. In 1839
she married Mr. Miles at Watertown. They lived there until 1844, when they moved to
this township and settled on the place where she spent the remainder of her days. Here
she passed forty-one years of earnest, faithful labor and general usefulness, gaining the
respect and esteem of all who became acquainted with her.

During this time she was called to mourn the death of two sons and two daughters. While
they have gone before, a husband and two daughters are left to mourn her loss and follow
after. The funeral, which was at the house on Saturday, was largely attended, many of the
old settlers being present who sadly mourned the loss of one taken so suddenly from their
already wellthinned ranks. She had obeyed the call for which they are “only waiting.”—
Hartford Day Spring , May 15, 1885.

WILLIAM MERRITT

died at his home near Hartford, of chronic inflammation of the stomach, 112 Friday
morning, May 15, 1885, aged sixty-seven years. He was born in Burlington Co., N. J.,
May 25, 1818. In the fall of 1841 he married and moved to Michigan, from which time

to his death he was a resident of the State. During a long, active life, he won for himself
many excellent friends and acquaintances, who, with one word, attest to his integrity and
sincerity. His close discernment gave him friends whom he never forgot, on whom he
rested in fullest confidence, holding in abhorrence the unworthy, who in no way could gain
his favor. He lived for his family and in all his efforts sought their good. In return for all
this they, with loving hearts, waited and watched patiently, relieving as only loving hearts
can, caring for him constantly in his long hours of intense suffering, cheering him by their
presence until the veil of death shut them out of sight. It was his wish that after death his
family should care for his remains—that a simple prayer should be offered and sacred
music be sung over his body before they bore him out, and that his sons-in-law should
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lower him into his grave. This was in such perfect keeping with his life that to us it seemed
fitting in his death—so appropriate.— Hartford Day Spring .

SIDNEY STEARNS

Sidney Stearns was born in 1810 in New York, and died May 20, 1885, in Hamilton
township, Van Buren county. He came to this county in the summer of 1835.

NORMAN BURR

Norman Burr was born in 1793, in Vermont, and died May 27, 1885, at Cadillac, Mich.,
aged ninety-one years. He came to Van Buren county in 1842.

JOHN ANDREWS

John Andrews was born June —, 1808, in New York, and died May 29, 1885, in Grand
Haven, aged seventy-seven years. He came to Van Buren county in 1839, and was a
lumberman and farmer. He was one of the best of citizens, very much respected, and will
be greatly missed in the community.

WASHTENAW COUNTY BY EZRA D. LAY

Pioneers who have died in Washtenaw county between March 6, 1884, and June 3, 1885:
113
Levi Olds, May 30, 1884, aged 70 years; an old resident of Pittsfield.

Lyman S. Wood, May 31, 1884, aged 65 years; a resident of the county 48 years.
Ralph Long, June 17, 1884, aged 86 years; a resident of Ann Arbor 30 years.

Mrs. Harriet A. Wilkinson, June 8, 1884, aged 82 years; a resident of Ann Arbor 50 years.
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Miss Therzy Squier, May 26, 1884, age not known; a resident of Pittsfield 50 years.

Mrs. Mary A. Hosmer, June 22, 1884, aged 79 years; a resident of Ypsilanti city 35 years.
Mrs. Jane M. Nichols, June 17, 1884, age not known; a resident of the county 50 years.
Patrick Donahue, July 17, 1884, aged 64 years; a resident of Ann Arbor 42 years.
Deacon A. R. Wheeler, July 24, 1884, aged 85 years; a resident of York 50 years.

Mrs. Randolph Davis, July —, 1884, aged 85 years; a resident of Lodi 53 years.

Samuel Robinson, August 13, 1884, aged 75 years; a resident of Saline 50 years.
Edward Tate, March 6, 1884, aged 63 years; a resident of Saline 53 years.

Mrs. Ann Gordon, March 21, 1884, aged 65 years; a resident of the county 50 years.

John L. Lemington, March 27, 1884, aged 72 years; a resident of the county over 50
years.

Mrs. Jerusha House, March 29, 1884, aged 88 years; an old resident of the county.

Mrs. Elvira L. Follett, September 10, 1884, aged 64 years; a resident of Ypsilanti city 56
years.

Mrs. Thomas Guinon, September 16, 1884, aged 75 years; a resident of Webster 36
years.

Mrs. J. B. Arms, September 17, 1884, aged 83 years; a resident of Webster over 50 years.

Wm. Jarvis, September 21, 1884, aged 84 years; a resident of Ypsilanti city 54 years.
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Joseph Martin, September 28, 1884, aged 64 years; a resident of Ypsilanti city 46 years.

Mrs. Amy Pettibone, October 16, 1884, aged 79 years; a resident of the county 55 years.
15

114

Mrs. Mary Foster, November 1, 1884, aged 72 years; an old resident of the county.

Mrs. Amanda M. Buckbee, November 14, 1884, aged 83 years; a resident of Ypsilanti city
50 years.

Samuel B. Read, November 14, 1884, aged 82 years; an old resident of the county.
Thomas H. Kearney, November 21, 1884, aged 72 years; a resident of Webster 47 years.

Mrs. Edith Sherwood, November 21, 1884, aged 79 years; an old resident of Ypsitanti
township.

Wm. G. Shipman, November 23, 1884, aged 61 years; an old resident of the county.
M. L. Shutts, November 25, 1884, aged 70 years; a resident of the county 27 years.
Mrs. B. S. Covert, November 22, 1884, aged 45 years; a resident of the county 45 years.

Mrs. Jemima Horner, November 28, 1884, aged 71 years; a resident of Ypsilanti and
Augusta 49 years.

Dr. Nathan Webb, December 3, 1884, aged 77 years; a resident of Pittsfield 38 years.
William O. Hearn, December 6, 1884, aged 86 years; a resident of Northfield 50 years.

Charles Kellogg, September 13, 1884, aged 58 years; a resident of Dexter 30 years.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

Mrs. Sarah Arnold, November 1, 1884, aged 91 years; a resident of Dexter 56 years.

Dr. Amos Gray, November 7, 1884, aged 80 years; a resident of Dexter 56 years.

Patrick Hay, November 13, 1884, aged 58 years; a resident of Webster 55 years.

Jacob Fall, October 3, 1884, aged 78 years; a resident of Scio 50 years.

Patrick Cowen, November 19, 1884, aged 80 years; a resident of Superior 57 years.

Mrs. Patrick Cowen, November 21, 1884, aged 78 years; a resident of Superior 57 years.
Mrs. Finegan, November 30, 1884, aged 85 years; a resident of the county 50 years.

Michael Carr, November 30. 1884, aged 58 years; a resident of the county 35 years.
115
Mrs. Ellen Appleton, January 10, 1885, aged 42 years; a resident of Dexter 40 years.

Benton Alley, February 11, 1885, aged 49 years; a resident of Dexter 49 years.
Thomas Dolan, February 27, 1885, aged 81 years; a resident of Dexter 53 years.

Mrs. Harriet Guthrie, November 16, 1884, aged 66 years; a resident of the county 50
years.

Samuel Fay, December 20, 1884, aged 82 years; a resident of the county 52 years.

Mrs. Sophia Hamlin, December 18, 1884, aged 85 years; a resident of the county 50
years.

Mrs. Nancy Wheeler, January 5, 1885, aged 79 years; a resident of Ann Arbor 47 years.
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Mrs. Daniel Crippen, January 9, 1885, aged 90 years; a resident of Superior 57 years,

Mrs. Ruby Burlingame, January 13, 1885, aged 95 years; a resident of Saline over 50
years.

Mrs. Abigail Jacobus, January 20, 1885, aged 90 years; a resident of Ann Arbor 50 years.
Charles W. Thayer, January 18, 1885, aged 71 years; a resident of Northfield 50 years.

Mrs. Sarah C. Wilkinson, January 23, 1885, aged 83 years; a resident of Ann Arbor city 30
years.

Deacon David Hayes, February 3, 1885, aged 73 years; a resident of Ypsilanti city 29
years.

William Thompson, January 27, 1885, aged 80 years; a resident of Ypsilanti 39 years.
Jacob Fischer, February 19, 1885, aged 65 years; an old resident of Ann Arbor.

Mrs. Harriet Conklin, March 4, 1885, aged 72 years; a resident of Ypsilanti city 40 years.
Seth Thompson, March 5, 1885, aged 83'years; an old resident of the county.

Charles Collins, March 5, 1885, aged 71 years; a resident of Ypsilanti and Superior 50
years.

Mrs. James B. Lord, March 15, 1885, aged 50 years; an old resident of Augusta.

Mrs. E. A. Gordon, March 10, 1885, aged 77 years; a resident of Ypsilanti township 56
years.

116
David Godfrey, March 23, 1885, aged 85 years; a resident of Ann Arbor 55 years.
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Lyman Wiard, March 28, 1885, aged 80 years; a resident of Ypsilanti township 51 years.
Michael Clancy, March—, 1885, aged 85 years; a resident of Ann Arbor 45 years.

Mrs. J. F. Clark, March 20, 1885, aged 70 years; a resident of Dexter 51 years.

Mrs. Jane Whitbeck, March 3, 1885, aged 77 years; an old resident of Superior.

Mrs. N. V. Mann, March 28, 1885, age not known; an old resident of Superior.

Mrs. Adeline Booth, April 6, 1885, aged 77 years; an old resident of the county.

Isaac Wynkup, April 22, 1885, aged 67 years; a resident of the county 50 years.

Michael Howard, April 27, 1885, aged 80 years; a resident of Northfield 53 years.

H. H. Brinkerhoof, April 25, 1885, aged 67 years; an old resident of Saline and Ypsilanti
city.

Henry Markell, April 30, 1885, aged 81 years; a resident of the county 49 years.

Rev. John A. Wilson, May 7, 1885, aged 70 years; a resident of Ypsilanti city 38 years.
Catharine F. Fletcher, May 5, 1885, aged 58 years; a resident of the county 45 years.
Mrs. Ann McQuillan, April 29, 1885, aged 62 years; an old resident of Dexter.

Mrs. Sarah W. Jewett, May 29, 1885, aged 72 years; a resident of Ann Arbor 37 years.
John Ruckman, March 17, 1885, aged 86 years; a resident of the county 51 years.
Mrs. Catharine Bush, April 4, 1885, aged 77 years; a resident of Saline 46 years.

Henry Green, May 11, 1885, aged 91 years; a resident of Saline 26 years.
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John G. Davis, May 17, 1885, aged 63 years; a resident of Lodi 54 years.
Edward Drake, June 2, 1885, aged 85 years; a resident of Lodi 52 years.
Ira Bassett, June 8, 1885, aged 86 years; a resident of the county 46 years.

Number of pioneers who have died as stated above, 82.
117

Their average ages are as follows:

Between 90 and 95 years of age 5

Between 85 and 90 years of age 12

Between 80 and 85 years of age 16

Between 75 and 80 years of age 14

Between 70 and 75 years of age 14

Between 65 and 70 years of age 6

Between 60 and 65 years of age 7

Between 55 and 60 years of age 4

Between 50 and 55 years of age 1

Between 40 and 50 years of age (born in county) 3

2

Average age, 74+# years.
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The above statement includes the pioneers who had been residents of the county between
thirty-five and fifty-seven years, a majority of them fifty years and over.

WAYNE COUNTY PROF. HENRY CHANEY

Prof. Henry Chaney, for nearly thirty years a resident of Detroit, and during nearly all that
period prominently identified with the cause of education, died on Sunday, at his home,
on High street, west. Hundreds of the men now active in the pursuits of life in Detroit
were pupils of Prof. Chaney and they will learn with deep regret of the death of their old
preceptor red friend.

Henry Chaney was born at South Orange, Mass., Oct. 14, 1808. He was the son of
Luther Chaney, who moved into Vermont soon after, and was a country inn-keeper and
blacksmith. The father encouraged a strong disposition in the son to study, and sent him
to Randolph Acadamy, where he was a pupil of Rufus Nutting, who lived here in Detroit
twelve or fifteen years ago. He entered the University of Vermont as a sophomore, and
was graduated in 1831; his last surviving classmate, probably, was his most intimate
college friend, Hon. Edward Seymour, of Vergennes, who died a year or two since After
graduation he went to Fredonia, N. Y., and became principal of the acadamy there, having
among his pupils Henry N. Walker, Jacob Houghton, Judge Douglass and Dr. Silas H.
Douglass, and his assistant and successor was Mr. Charles H. Palmer, who for many
years has been a citizen of Pontiac. He remained in Fredonia until about 1838, and while
there 118 organized and built up its library. He was President of the village when the
“Patriots” went through there to invade Canada at the time of the trouble at Navy Island,
and he tried to dissuade them from the foolish enterprise. The volunteers were many of
them boys, and when they came straggling back, frost-bitten and miserable, he saw to it
that something was done for the comfort of those who were suffering.

He left Fredonia on receiving an invitation to a chair in the faculty of the University of
Vermont, and he remained in the faculty about fifteen years, during portions of which
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time he was also treasurer of the corporation and librarian of the university. As treasurer
he was successor of the late William Warner, of this city. He resigned his professorship,
which was that of natural philosophy, about 1853, and went to Ogdensburg, N. Y., where
he was for several years in the hardware business, and was superintendent of an iron
foundry in which his brother-in-law, Mr. Charles M. Caryl, who is now in the Fulton Iron and
Engine works here, was a foreman. He was an active member of the board of education

in Ogdensburg and was there also concerned in the interests of the school district library.
In 1858 he left the hardware business and came to Detroit, where he interested the board
of education in the establishment of the high school. He was practically the founder of that
institution and he not only so managed it that it justified itself against strong opposition, but
in a short space it ranked with the best in the State, for its graduates were almost annually
among those candidates for admission to the university who received scholarships, upon
competitive examination, for the best preparation. He was principal of the high school until
1871.

Soon after Prof. Chaney came to Detroit, he learned of the old constitutional provision
applying all criminal fines to the support of school district libraries, and he aided in the
measures which were taken about 1860 to establish such a library here. When the funds
had been secured by the efforts of such men as Henry E. Baker, Edmund Hall, Judge
Douglass, aided by the Supreme Court, he was made superintendent of the library, and
the chairman of the library committee in the board, William P. Wells, was an old student
of his in the University of Vermont. He was sent to make the first large purchase of books,
and after the library was opened in 1865 he made personally most of the selections during
the period of his superintendency, which closed in 1878.

He was twice married, first to Miss Elizabeth A. Caryl, and afterwards to Miss Isabella J.
Caryl, and he leaves a family consisting of Mrs. Lucia E. Mason, Lucian C. Chaney, Henry
A. Chaney and Dr. Willard Chaney.— Detroit Free Press , February 24, 1886.
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE STATE PIONEER AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

(Continued from Page 151, Pioneer Collections, Vol. 7.)

Number. Names Place of Birth. Place and Date of First Residence. Present Residence.
Town or Village. State or County. Town. County. Date. P. O. Address. County. 622 Jay A.
Hubbell Avon Michigan Sept. 15, 1829 Avon Oakland Sept. 15, 1829 Houghton Houghton.
623 Isaac W. Bush Danby New York April 20, 1835 Handy Livingston May, 1837 Howell
Livingston. 624 Robert Hayward Smithfield Rhode Island Sept. 5, 1827 Laselle Monroe
May 30, 1830 Aurelius Ingham. 625 John F. Hinman Battle Creek Michigan Mar. 17,

1816 Detroit Wayne May, 1838 Battle Creek Calhoun. 626 Sullivan R. Kelsey Fair Haven
Vermont Aug. 16, 1805 Birmingham Oakland June, 1833 Corunna Shiawasse. *627
Richard Dye Horkimer New York Oct. 23, 1810 Easton lonia June, 1837 lonia Clinton.
628 Mrs. Polly Dye Middleburgh New York Jan. 29, 1813 Easton lonia June, 1837 lonia
Clinton. 629 J. H. Kilbourne Westbury Lower Canada May 8, 1809 Detroit Wayne Jan.,
1838 Meridian (Okemos) Ingham. 630 Ebenezer Walker Greenville New York June 14,
1805 Okemos Ingham April, 1835 Okemos Ingham. 631 James |. Thorn Middleburgh New
York Nov. 15, 1816 Yankee Springs Barry May, 1837 Horton Jackson. 632 H. S. King
Hinsdale New Hampshire Sept. 9, 1815 Clinton Lenawee July, 1833 Lansing Ingham. 633
Joseph Busby London England April 26, 1812 Detroit Wayne Sept. 30, 1830 Brooklyn New
York

* Died at lonia, January 28, 1886.
120
PAPERS READ AT ANNUAL MEETING, 1885

MEETING OF THE PIONEERS BY WILLIAM LAMBIE, OF YPSILANTI

When the blue skies are bending o'er us in the balmy days of June, The wheat fields
waving in the wind, and the roses bright with bloom, Those who subdued the wilderness
and laid the forests low Are come to talk of work and joy in the days of long ago. They,
veterans of the sylvan woods, the bravest and the best, Who out the towering forests
hewed the sweet homes of the west, Rejoicing altogether, with our Michigan advancing,
Meeting in mutual gladness, when the tribes go up to Lansing. Flinging their banners to

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 8 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298a



Library of Congress

the breeze where so much wealth is seen, The fruit of skill and labor that rewards the
Wolverine. From every county of the State we are glad to see them coming, Good, brave,
and honest workingmen and kind and lovely women. From the fertile borders of the west,
where the yellow peaches grow, And the rolling waves of Michigan in grand expansion
flow, Where schooner, sloop, and steamer sail in beautiful array. By shore and bank

and crowded port and far off, quiet bay. 'Round the northern gates and limpid lakes of
clear, cool Mackinaw, Past the salt of earth, the men of worth. and the pines of Saginaw.
Down Huron fair and Lake St. Clair, till Detroit comes in view, And then fades away like

a summer day o'er Erie's waters blue. It's better than reading a romance to see what

has been done, To many thousand happy homes the wild woods have been won; This
great State of wealth and learning, where such rich harvests grow Was only a wild and
savage wilderness sixty years ago. Here the red man twanged his battle bow and roamed
the forest free, He was careful of his elbow-grease and always spared the tree. The war
whoop of the hostile tribes rings no more o'er wooded hill, The tomahawks are buried

low, the red braves are sleeping still. 'Round the beautiful peninsula fresh seas for ages
rolled, But there were no fields of grain, no flocks were in the fold. bene golden There's
beauty and ficence, all that earth can give to man, Rich fields, with wealth and learning,

in our beautiful Michigan; 121 Long trains, rolling in abundance, to the city of the straits,
Hamlets, towns, and splendid cities, by streams and crystal lakes. Marquette and the
pictured rocks, and where St. Mary's waters flow, Clear down the rail by the Jackson jail to
the vineyards of Monroe. On the Hoosier and Ohio line the railroad bells are ringing, From
shore to shore, aye, more and more, new wealth and pleasure bringing. Matchless lakes
and shoals of fish, herds of deer and towering pines, Plaster, coal, and salt and silver, iron
hills and copper mines. Clear streams and healthy breezes on silver strand and blooming
shore, With all this world can give us till we need her wealth no more. But we long for still
a better state, where none grow old and gray, Unfading flowers and immortal bowers in
realms of endless day.

LOCATING THE STATE CAPITOL AT LANSING BY HON. ENOS GOODRICH
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Ladies and Gentlemen of the Society of Michigan Pioneers:

In response to a resolution of your society, and of the Historical Society of the State,
| appear before you to present a brief article upon the location of the State capitol at
Lansing, which, for purpose of a title, | will designate,

‘SHADOWY REMEMBRANCES OF 1847, AND FAREWELL TO THE OLD STATE
CAPITOL".

From the usages of this Society, this article must necessarily be more noted for its brevity
than for the historic matter it may contain.

In my humble efforts to discharge the duty assigned me | shall make no effort to lionize
myself, or to make a hero of any particular person, for indeed there was no such hero.
Each, as | believe, in his action upon the subject, discharged his simple duty; and if on
returning home he failed to receive the applause of his constituents, he had what is worth
far more,—The approbation of his own judgment and an approving conscience.

Honored by my friends with a seat in the Legislature of 1847, | timildy took my seat in the
old capitol in Detroit, a tyro at the business of legislation; but | soon had the consolation
of learning that | was surrounded by plenty of others of the same sort. My first surprise
was to find the Legislature, 16 122 with few exceptions, a body of plain men. Finding this
out, | began to breathe more freely, but through all the early days of the session my fears
of violating some parliamentary rule and being brought to order by some of the few old
stagers of the house, kept me in a state of needless consternation. But there was one
redeeming circumstance. | had not come there expecting to enjoy a holiday visit. | found
work before me, which made me feel at home, for, thank God. | had been taught to work
when | was very young. At an early period in our Territorial history, Detroit had been made
the capital, and when our first State constitution [1835] was adopted, Article 12, Section 9,
of that instrument read as follows:
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“The seat of government for this State shall be at Detroit, or at such other place or places
as may be prescribed by law, until the year 1847, when it shall be permanently located by
the Legislature.”

In considering this passage of our organic law, | had been led to attach a peculiar
importance to the word “permanently,” and my convictions were that no location upon
the extreme borders of the State could be permanent after the interior of the State had
become settled. But when the Legislature of '47 was first organized the man who could
have supposed it possible to wrest the capitol from Detroit and set it down in the midst
of a dense forest on the banks of Grand river would have been considered a fit subject
for a lunatic asylum. The fact was that we who represented the interior of the State felt
the incubus of our disadvantages and our poverty. We decided to work together, and
we “builded better than we knew.” The result may be pointed to for all time to come as
an evidence of what united action may accomplish, even under the most desponding
circumstances. A brief glance at the strength of the State at that early period may be
interesting at this point.

Our Legislative Manual contains the census of 1845, upon which the Legislature was
apportioned. It shows the entire population of the State to have been 304,273.* Of this
number 184,637, being over three-fifths. were contained in the two southern tiers of
counties, and 119,636 in all the rest of the State. Only four counties of the State could
boast a population of twenty thousand each. These were: Wayne, 32,267; Oakland,
30,288; Washtenaw, 26,979, and Lenawee, 23,011. There were eight other counties with a
population of 10,000 or upwards. This county of Ingham, against her population of 33,676
in 1880, then had but 5,267. Kent county in the intervening thirty-five years, from 1845 to
1880. has increased from 6,153 to 73,253; Shiawassee from 3,829 to 27,059. My adopted
county of Tuscola, which at that time had no existence except as a wolfish appendage of
Saginaw,

* See appendix
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123 has grown to 25,738 in 1880, and to-day has at least 30,000 inhabitants. Saginaw,
whose waters now float the commerce of an empire, could then boast of but 1,218 souls,
While now, dissevered and divided into many counties, she would alone constitute a
respectable state. That part which retains the name of Saginaw had in 1880 a population
of 59,095, Bay 38,081, and Tuscola 25,738, being 122,914 inhabitants for these three
integral parts, and were the other subdivisions to be added, with the increase since 1880,
it must now show a population of at least 200,000 souls. So it will be seen that were the
northern counties called upon to measure arms with the south to-day, we should have a
strong backing compared With the forlorn hope that so dauntlessly entered the contest of
'47. What would my venerable and unassuming friend, Judge Miller, with his constituency
of 1,200 souls, have then thought had he been told that he should meet us here to-day
representing in the same territory a population of nearly a quarter of a million, and a

salt and lumber production far exceeding any other State in the American Union, save
Michigan alone?

But to return to the dim ages of 1847. At that time our Legislature consisted of twenty-two
Senators and sixty-five Representatives, or members of the House. They were not then,
as now, elected by single districts. There were seven Senate districts in the State. Thirteen
of the twenty-two Senators lived in the two southern tiers of counties, against but nine in
all the north. Of the sixty-five Representatives, thirty-seven lived in the two southern tiers
of counties; while all the remainder of the State had but twenty-eight. This analysis goes
conclusively to show that, had the question been decided solely upon sectional issues, we
of the interior would have been defeated by an overwhelming majority.

In the body to which | had the honor to belong, the first* official mention of the capitol
guestion, as shown by the journals, appeared in the fact that on the 6th of January the
House went into committee of the whole, with Major Britton [Britain] of Berrien, in the chair,
and that when the committee arose, they reported back a series of resolutions, one of
which was: “That so much of the Governor's message as relates to the location of the

seat of government be referred to a select committee, to consist of seven members.” The
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journals next show that on the day following the Speaker announced the appointment,
as such committee, of George B. Throop, of Wayne, Harvey Chubb, of Washtenaw,

Alexander M. Arzeno, of Monroe, Patrick Marantette, of St. Joseph, John D. Pierce, of
Calhoun, Enos Goodrich, of Genesee, and Alexander F. Bell, of lonia. At the call of the
chairman, Mr. Throop, the committee met at an early period. A very slight consultation

* See appendix

124 demonstrated the fact that the committee had very little in concert; that conflicting
locations and interests generated conflicting opinions that could not be harmonized. A
trial of strength was then clearly foreshadowed, and each member of the committee was
left to act independently, as his interest or patriotism might dictate. Thus separated, the
members went to work and produced three separate reports. They again assembled to
compare notes. The first of these reports was signed by George B. Throop, as chairman,
the second by John D. Pierce and Patrick Marantette, and the third by Enos Goodrich.
The drift of the chairman's report was that the State was yet undeveloped and the treasury
embarrassed, and that, though conceding that the time would come when an interior
location would be eminently proper, it would be premature to make such location at
present, and, therefore, that it be temporarily retained at Detroit. He stated that “The
committee have had presented for their consideration the four locations of Marshall,
Jackson, Ann Arbor and Detroit, and various places have been named north of the line
of the Central Railroad; among others the Salt Spring lands in the county of Gratiot. The
four places named have their advocates among the members of the committee; while it
is believed that no member seriously maintains the proposition that the Central Railroad
runs through or near the center of the State, or furnishes along its line any plan which

is now or can hereafter be the center of the State. Consequently, if it be the purpose of
the Legislature to establish the seat of government for the State, and not for the town or
county, or in a central position, that location must be sought for and found away from that
line, and from the four principal places named, which have found supporters amongst the
committee.”
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Report number 2, of Messrs. Pierce and Marantette, took a comprehensive view of

Detroit and the Central Railroad, but seemed to lose sight of all that lay north of it. It was
nevertheless an able report, and one of their objections to locating at Detroit is certainly
worthy of reproduction, where it is stated that, “In case of war with England, no position
can be found more exposed to a sudden attack. It would then be within the reach and be
at the mercy of an enemy's guns.” The claim of Ann Arbor was dismissed on account of its
being too far east and having already had the university. Jackson was also rejected, for it
also was east of the center, and had its full share of public patronage in the penitentiary.
In conclusion, the claims of Marshall were presented in glowing terms and well selected
argument.

Last, and perhaps least, your humble speaker submitted his solitary 125 report, from which
we will produce two or three short sentences. | stated that “according to the most authentic
geographical information the entire State of Michigan comprises an area of no less than
sixty-six thousand square miles. By a careful examination of the State maps it will be seen
that only six thousand six hundred square miles of this area are found south of the line of
the Central Railroad, as it is usually styled, and that no less. than fifty-nine thousand four
hundred square miles of the same lie north of the route of said road. Thus it will be seen
that all that part of our State lying south of the Central Railroad comprises but just a tenth
part of its geographical surface.” Then drawing toward the conclusion, | proceeded:

“The undersigned would further suggest, that in addition to reasons already alluded

to, he is of firm conviction that the location of the capitol in the manner above alluded

to would result in important benefits to the State, by giving impetus to immigration in

a direction towards that part of the State where most of our State lands are located;
thereby facilitating the sale of said lands, and accomplishing the two-fold purpose of
replenishing our treasury and populating our wilds.” | argued generally in favor of the north
woods, citing the example of the State of Ohio, in locating her capitol in the wilderness
and summed up by enjoining the location “at some suitable point farther north than the
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Central Railroad, the selection of which point | would submit to the good judgment of the
Legislative body.”

And now the select committee of seven, having amicably agreed to disagree, reported the
whole subject back to the Legislature, without recommendation.

About this stage of the proceedings an organization was quietly, and, | might say, secretly
formed, known and designated by its members as the “Northern Rangers.” It generally
comprised the members of both houses living north of the Central Railroad, but with what
exceptions | am not now prepared to say. The place of our meeting was generally one

of the large rooms of Wales's Hotel, on the present site of the Biddle House. We had

no stated periods, but met on call. We had good leaders and organizers—prominent
among the number were our speaker, George W. Peck, and Senators Fenton, Bush, and
Parsons. It was the best organization of the kind | ever saw. We soon became well drilled
and disciplined. Laying aside all sectional jealousies, we resolved generally to unite in
support of all points that might be proposed north of the line of the Central Railroad. As
northern men, we “nailed our colors to the mast,” and left the developments to time and
circumstances. At an early period there appeared upon the arena a quiet and unassuming
character, whose action had more to 126 do in directing public opinion than most people
might imagine. The Honorable James Seymour, then of Genesee county, had built mills
in the wilderness of Ingham county, at what, | believe, is now called North Lansing. He
submitted to our committee a proposal to furnish capitol grounds free—and, to show the
central location of his point he accompanied his proposal with a map, on which were
drawn red lines, to prominent points, with distances given. In Mr. Throop's report his
allusion to Mr. Seymour's “map and red lines” was generally looked upon as a burlesque,
but in my opinion that “map and red lines” did more in attracting attention to Lansing than
any or all speeches in the halls of legislation.

And now | will not weary you by detailing the progress of the bill through the tedious forms
of legislation. Those who feel interested in the formal and technical details of motions to
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amend, to strike out, to insert, and to recommit, with all the paraphernalia of legislative
formality, are respectfully referred to the journals. From these you will learn that Mr.
Throop, the chairman of the select committee, submitted his report on February 4, and
that the report of Messrs. Pierce and Marantette was also submitted on the same day; also
that on the day following, being February 5, Mr. Goodrich submitted his report on the same
subject. The subject was now fairly before the House, and it may be cited as an example
of fast legislation, that the bill was considered and brought to its final passage in the House
on Saturday, February 13. To the surprise of both friends and opponents, the vote stood
forty-eight for and but seventeen against. The bill then passed to the Senate, in which
body a long and spirited fight ensued. It did not take a great while to demonstrate the fact
that there was strength enough in the Senate to pass the bill, but the Opposition died hard.
A running fight was kept up for many days, culminating frequently upon points of the most
insignificant technicality—even narrowing down to grammatical criticism and fault finding
with our choice of words. The old adage that “drowning men will catch at straws” never
had a better illustration than the opposition to this bill given in the Senate. The fact was,
they had got the idea that if they could only insert the slightest amendment, so as to cause
it to be sent back to the House, we would defeat it. For myself | never took this view of

the subject—on the contrary | always believed that with our thorough organization we

had ample strength to handle the question to the last day of the session, in spite of a few
possible deserters. Still we deemed it most prudent not to have it come back. We saw no
good that could result from fighting the battle over, and we therefore enjoined it upon our
senatorial friends to pass the bill as they received it, without the dotting of 127 an “i” or

the crossing of a “t.” They did so after a long struggle, in which the protracted discussion
gave some show of countenance to the current rumor that senatorial speculations in city
lots had aided to prolong the struggle. But to the honor of the Senate, | now desire to bear
public testimony, that neither at that day nor at any subsequent period have | found any
substantial reason to credit such reports. The bill passed the Senate by a vote of twelve
against eight, on the 9th of March, and received the Governor's signature and became a
law on the 16th day of the same month. [1847.]
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It provided for the location of the capitol “in the township of Lansing in the county

of Ingham.” A supplementary bill was then passed providing for the appointment of
commissioners by the Governor, to designate the exact site, pursuant to which he
appointed, March 22, as such commissioners: James L. Glen, of Cass; Benjamin F. H.
Witherell, of Wayne, and Alonzo Ferris, of Genesee. Mr. Witherell resigned and David
Smart was appointed in his stead April 2, 1847. These commissioners stuck the capitol
stake on the school section in the township of Lansing, which was then a solid woods and
at the commencement of the discussion had been subject to private entry at four dollars an
acre. And here comes a piece of history that is worthy to be written in letters of gold. Abiel
Silver was then Commissioner of the State Land office. When the bill to locate the capitol
had passed the House and was struggling through the Senate, the commissioner received
repeated applications to purchase these lands. In view of modern political methods, the
great wonder is that some confidential friend or kinsman of the commissioner had not at
this crisis stepped in and bought the land. Never did mortal man have a finer opportunity
to enrich himself by an abuse of official privilege than was then offered to Mr. Silver.

But, rising above dishonor, he entitled himself to the gratitude of Michigan for all time to
come, by withdrawing the land from market. The lands were laid off in city lots, and after
reserving ample grounds for capitol purposes the remainder were thrown upon the market.
| wish it were in my power to tell you to a dollar how much was saved to the school fund
by this one noble act of a public officer. To do this would require more research than my
opportunities have afforded.—But for the first eight years, from 1847 to 1854 inclusive, the
receipts amounted to $102,978.

On the 17th day of March, after a session of seventy-three days, the Legislature of 1847
concluded its labors, and as the old capitol clock indicated the hour of twelve, our speaker
arose from his seat and pronounced the House of Representatives dissolved, in ter